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DESIGN OF THIS BOOKLET 


This workbook is intended to help the listener follow Dr. Hahn's presentation of the Bible Study Course: The 
End: A Study of the Book of Revelation by allowing you to fill in information in appropriate places and to take 
notes on the important aspects of each tape/CD in the series. Following the listening guide, there is a review 
of each section of The End together with study aids. Each section is followed by discussion questions, intend¬ 
ed for either a Scripture Study group of friends or for further individual reflection on St. John's meanings and 
application in our daily lives. 

Features which should benefit your learning and your encounter with Jesus Christ are: 

*S* Easy fill-in-thc-blank and note-taking format to capture key points wit hout g etting left behind 
while you are listening to Dr. Hahn. Simply (a) fill in the blanks o£(bl circfe the correct 
answer as you read 

References to the Bible cited on the page so that you may pause the tape and find the 
specific passages 

* References to specific Catechism of the Catholic Church, Documents of Vatican II, or other 
writings that apply to the topic. 

Catechism references are identified by CCC plus the paragraph number. For example, 
"CCC 105" refers to the paragraph beginning, "God is the author of Sacred Scripture." 

Documents of Vatican II arc identified by the Latin name (with the English title in 
parentheses), the section number, and the paragraph number, if any. For example, "Dei 
Verbum (The Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Revelation) 6 § 1" refers to the 
paragraph beginning, "By divine Revelation, God wished to manifest and communicate 
both Himself and the eternal decrees of His will concerning the salvation of mankind." 

Additional questions at the end of the section for each tape assist in your better understanding 
of the listening and the note/answers you have just completed. This, coupled with the study 
guide following all the tapes helps you to integrate what has been learned with other parts of 
the Bible and to apply insights gained to your own spiritual life. 

In this guide, you will follow verse-by-verse commentary, explanations of key Greek and Hebrew words, 
background information on how key passages are used in Catholic and Protestant theology, and explanations 
of how various heretics misinterpreted words and phrases, as well as suggestions for further reading. 

If you understand what is written by John in his Apocalypse, you will have a Firmer grasp of the Christian 
message than many contemporary theologians! The life of Jesus Christ will come alive for you! Don't wait. 
Organize a Scripture Study Group with your friends and family today! 
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A Prayer to St. Joseph 

O blessed Joseph, faithful guardian of my Redeemer, Jesus Christ, 
protector of thy chaste spouse, the virgin Mother of God, 

I choose thee this day to be my special patron and advocate 
and I firmly resolve to honor thee all the days of my life. 
Therefore, I humbly beseech thee to receive me as thy client, 
to instruct me in every doubt, to comfort me in every affliction, 
to obtain for me and for all, the knowledge and love of the Heart of Jesus, 
and finally to defend and protect me at the hour of my death. 

Amen 




Tape One - Introduction to the Book of Revelation 

(Chapter 1) 

Quote from St. Ephraim, the Svriac. and a deacon from the 4th century.. 

Lord, who can grasp all the wealth of just one of your words. What we understand is much less than what we 
leave behind. Like thirsty people who drink from a fountain, for your word, Lord, has many shades of mean¬ 
ing, just as those who study it have many points of view. The Lord has colored his word with many hues, so that 
each person who studies it can see in it what he loves. He has hidden many treasures in his word, so that each 
of us is enriched as we meditate on it. The word of God is a tree of life that from all its parts offers you fruit 
that is blessed. It is like that rock that is open in the desert, which from all its parts gave forth a spiritual drink. 
He, who comes into contact with some share in its treasure, should not think that the only thing contained in 
the word is what he himself has found. He should realize that he has only been able to find that one thing from 
among many others. Nor, because only that one part has become his should he say that the word is void, empty, 
and look down on it. Because he could not exhaust it, he should give thanks for its riches. Be glad that you 
are overcome and do not be sad that it overcame you. The thirsty man rejoices when he drinks, he is not down¬ 
cast because he cannot empty the fountain. Rather let the fountain quench your thirst, than have your thirst 
quench the fountain. Because if your thirst is quenched and the fountain is not exhausted, you can drink from 
it again whenever you are thirst}’. But if, when your thirst is quenched, the fountain also is dried up, your vic- 
tory will bode evil for you. So be grateful for what you have received and don 7 grumble about the abundance 
left behind. What you have received and what you have reached is your share. What remains is your heritage. 
What at one time you are unable to receive, because of your weakness, you will be able to receive at other times, 
if you persevere. Do not have the presumption to try to take in one draft what cannot be taken in one draft. 
And do not abandon out of laziness what you may only consume little by little. 


SOME BASIC QUESTIONS: 

1 .Authorship: 

Who wrote this book? John the Elder or John the Evangelist (Beloved Disciple)? 

Many scholars, both Catholic and Protestant, acknowledge the problems with attributing the entire book to John 
the_. However, there are many more problems denying that tradition. 

Arguments of a French priest: Andre Feuillet, a great Catholic scripture scholar of this century. In his book, The 

Apocalypse , he has persuasive arguments for John the-being the author of Revelation. 

■♦■He presents internal evidence : The same sort of (a)mystical / (h)a nalvtical thought is present in both 
John's Gospel and Revelation. One example of this: Only in John's Gospel 7:37-39, appears the 
following image: out of His belly shall flow rivers of living water. Though it is uncertain what 
scripture Jesus was quoting or what reference John had in mind, the only other place where that kind 
of imagery is found is in Revelation, where living water comes forth from the center of the 
New Jerusalem, the Bride of Christ, the Mystical Body, the new Temple. 

■♦•He presents external evidence : The early Church Fathers in 2nd, 3rd, 4th centuries. 

The Navarre Bible is an excellent reference for the Book of Revelation, particularly on the question of author¬ 
ship. It goes through the testimony of these_of the Church. 

♦St. Justin of the 2nd century refers to "a man named John, one of the apostles of Christ" as the author 
of Revelation. This is important because St. Justin Martyr was converted to Christianity in 

_around 135 AD. _is where John the Apostle served as Bishop, one 

of the churches addressed by Christ in the seven letters in Revelation. Justin is in touch with the 
ancient traditions concerning the visions and the book's author. 
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-♦-There is a commentary on it written by St. Melito, Bishop of_. The commentary itself 

is missing, but there are references made to it by Eusebius and other early writers. This church of 

_is another Church mentioned in the letters. St. Melito attributes the Book of Revelation 

to St. John as well. 

4-Other 2nd century writers who support this same authorship include St. Irenaeus, who was disciple 
of St. Polycarp, who was a disciple of St. John. Papias also believed this to be St. John's work. 

43rd Century: Origen of Alexandria, Tertullian. 

44th Century - St. Athanasius, St. Basil, St. Gregory of Nyssa. 

4 The only real contention arose in the school of (a) Antioch / (b) Corinth , where the 
authenticity and the apostolicity of Revelation were denied. Even St. John Chrysostom 
didn't appeal to Revelation in his preaching in and around (a) Antioch / (bl Corinth during the 
4th century because of what the heretics were doing to misinterpret and abuse the text. St. Cyril 
of Jerusalem questioned the book also. However, by the late (a) 3rd / (bl 4th century, the 
council of Hippo in 393 AD, or the council of Carthage in 395 AD, authoritative decisions on 
the canon of the Bible were made, on the New Testament particularly. These decisions were 
then sent on from these councils to (a) Jerusalem / lb) Rome to be approved by the successor 
to Peter. 

There are many strong arguments, therefore, both internal and external, for Johannine authorship. However, 
there are in vogue presently, or in academic fad, arguments against Johannine authorship. 

2. Date of writing 
When did John have the vision? 

There are two basic positions: the majority report and the minority report 

The majority report says that Revelation was written by John near the ( a) end/(bl middle of his life, near 
the end of the 1st century, around 96 AD, during the reign of Emperor Domitian, during the persecution of 
Domitian. 

Th_e. minority report believes that it was written by John shortly before (a) 60 / (b) 70 AD, during the 
Neronian persecutions, while Caesar Nero was ruling over the Roman empire, launching the first and the worst 
persecution against the Christians in the first century. 

Scholars are shifting from the majority to the minority view because there is only scanty evidence that 

-ever persecuted the Church. There is no persuasive testimony that he did, it is only mentioned 

in passing by Irenaeus' writings. Irenaeus seems to be saying that John had this apocalyptic vision late in his 

life, during the reign of_. Two things to say about Irenaeus' testimony on historical matters 

that seem to point to a later writing. 

4lrenaeus' testimony on historical matters is not always to be taken at face value - in his writings, e.g., 
he argues that Jesus was 50 years old when He was crucified. And no one believes that . But Irenaeus is emphat¬ 
ic on the point. Irenaeus' (a) biblical insight / (b) accurate historical testimony is much better than his (a) bibli¬ 
cal insight / (b) accurate historical testimony . 

4lrenaeus' grammar in the sentence allows for two different translations. (1) It could be read that John 
had the vision near the end of his life during the reign of Domitian, or (2) it could also be translated as John had 
this vision and then lived on to the time of Domitian before he died. Thus, the testimony of Irenaeus on histor¬ 
ical matters is not final or authoritative. 
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Kenneth L. Gentry wrote Before Jerusalem Fell , a recently published book which is a popularized version of his 
doctoral thesis on the dating of Revelation , using both the internal evidence and external testimony. He finally 

posits that the date of writing is earlier. His position is that_and John are concerned about the same 

persecution: the one just before the second fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD. The persecution they were both con¬ 
cerned about was the persecution launched by the_themselves against the Church in the first gener¬ 

ation after the Ascension. This led to the (at Jews / (b) Romans besieging the city of Jerusalem and destroying 
it in 70 AD. Thus, it was not the one at the hands of the Romans in 96 AD. 

In the Gospels and the Book of Acts: 

The_leaders were the persecutors of Jesus Christ in the Gospels. 

The_leaders launch the persecutions of the Apostles and early Christians. 

The Roman Centurion recognizes Christ as__in the Gospels. 

A Roman begs for health from Jesus for his son or servant in the Gospels. 

The Gospels do not in any way depict Christianity as a political revolutionary force setting out to topple 

(n) Jerusalem / (hi Rome . There is no anti-_sentiment in the Gospels. Nor is there any 

(a I Jewish / (hi Roman persecution of Jesus in the Gospels. Even the first 8 chapters of Acts show persecution 

0 f_exclusively coming from Jerusalem: the priests, rabbis, and the ones sent from the 

Temple in Jerusalem, the Jewish militia. There are even Jews in Jerusalem who swear never to eat another meal 
until they slay St. Paul who defected from their ranks. 

Instead, throughout the whole Book of Acts, covering more than a decade, constant persecutions against the 
Apostles are reported in different cities outside of Jerusalem. In every case, without significant exception, these 
persecutions are launched by (at Jews / (b) Romans who resent the kerygma of the gospel and its implications. 
The Apostles are preaching that the (at Jews / (b) Romans as a nation missed the Messiah, and the very leaders 
of the Jews murdered Jesus. This is a huge indictment of the (a) New / (b) Old Covenant institutions in Jerusalem 
of the time. Almost all of (at Jewish / (h) Roman society was thus arrayed against the Apostles who are begin¬ 
ning a new Church founded on Jesus the Messiah. Any Jew's acceptance of Christ implies that their friends and 

relatives have missed the long prophesied _ of Israel. Further, the gospel is going out 

to_, the unclean and defiled, not of the chosen nation and the promise of God. 

Both psychologically and theologically, it makes sense to accept the scholarly position that the (a) Jews / (b) . 
Romans are the primary instigators of initial persecutions of Christians and the Church leading up to 70 AD Land 
the predicted fall of the Temple]. 

A few scriptural passages which present evidence for Revelation to demonstrate this line of thinking follow: 


Revelation 2:9 I know your tribulation and poverty’, but you are rich. And / also know the slander of those 
who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 


Romans 2:25 ff. Circumcision, to be sure, is of value if you obey the law; but if you break the law, your cir¬ 
cumcision becomes uncircumcision. So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law (the moral 
code), will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? [by (a) Jews / (b) by Go d] Then those who are 
physically uncircumcised but keep the law will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but 
break the law, for he is not a real Jew who is one outwardly, nor is true circumcision something external and 
physical. He is a Jew who is one inwardly, and real circumcision is a matter of the heart, spiritual and not lit¬ 
eral. His praise is not from men but from God. _ 
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Galatians 6:13 For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the law, ...(15 )for neither cir¬ 
cumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. [What matters is becoming a new cre¬ 
ation. 1 {16} Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by this ride, upon the Israel of God. 


The rule referred to here is _". The true Jew is the one who keeps the Law from (a) a 

mind / (b) a heart filled with faith, and all who do this together constitute the new_of God. 

The implications of this (for Paul, for John, for the other disciples) are that those among the Jews who reject 

-and cling to circumcision, the law and the outdated covenant, - these people are not TRUE 

Jews, but have been disinherited. They are not the true "_" of God, just because of ethnic origin. 

What is being proclaimed now is a spiritual connection, a spiritual Jewish-ness, a bond with God that is estab¬ 
lished by (a) faith / (b) hope in Christ. Believers, be they Jew or Gentile, constitute the true Israel, and the per¬ 
secutors of the Apostles and of the new Christians are the Synagogue of (a) Sinners / (h) Satan . 


Revelation 3:7-9 .. to the angel of the church in Philadelphia, write this: 'The holy one, the true one, who holds 

the key of David, who opens and no one shall shut, who shuts and no one opens' . Behold, I will make those 

of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie, behold I will make them come and 
bow down before your feet and learn that I have loved you. 


Isaiah 22 identifies the Key of David with the true ruler of the city of Jerusalem. The person who holds this key 
to the city of David (Jerusalem) is the (a) prime minister / (b) heir in David's house, the King of Israel. 

-is the son of David, the real king of Israel, the true heir, the real ruler. So, only loyal subjects of 

_are the true Israel. 

Eschaton - Greek word for "the_things" and eschatology - the Study of the_Things. 

As scripture students we need to remember the covenant context for all Scripture. A scholar's statement: "The 
gospel is a covenant gospel that reveals the fulfillment of a covenant promise. But when gospel eschatology is 
abstracted lrom its covenant frame of reference, any eschatological interpretation of man's choosing can be 
extracted." We have to recreate as we read the basic categories that the Apostles had. They were all (a) Jews / 
(b) converts , steeped in the Old Testament. The central idea of this culture or worldview is that "God made 
Covenant with Jews." 

He has promised to fulfill this (a) worldview / (b) covenant and bring it to perfection. This needs to be applied 
to the whole of Revelation. 

The last few chapters of Revelation (19-22) describes a city as a harlot, a whore, (a) purified / (bl burned up with 
fire. Some scholars think this is Rome. But nowhere in scripture is Rome called a harlot. But 

- is called a harlot many times over in scripture (Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and other 

prophets). And, second, (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem was not consumed in fire. But there was a city entirely burned 
■ (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem . It was the city both described as a harlot, persecuting God's people, and destroyed 
and burned completely. Then in 20-21 is the unveiling of the Bride of the Lamb. The New Jerusalem descends 
as a virgin bride out of heaven after a harlot city has been burned with fire here on earth. Contrasting the two 
cities shows the whore and the virginal bride. The virginal bride of Christ, the new city, comes from heaven. The 
whoring city of persecution on earth must then be the old (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem . 
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The Church of the New Covenant is not revealed in its fullness until the old-, which was a 

prototype of the new covenant and its temple is done away with. It is not destroyed because it was a prototype, 
but because it is the source of all the (at conversions of Christians / (b) persecutions of Christiansj n the first gen¬ 
eration of the Church. 

Just before Jesus describes how (at Rome / (b) Jerusalem and the Temple will be destroyed, he pronounces the 
seven "woes" or curses to the leaders of the city 

Matthew 23:29 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and 
adorn the monuments of the righteous, saying, 'If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have 
taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' Thus you witness against yourselves, that you are 
sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood 
of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? Therefore, I send you prophets and wise men and 
scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute 
from town to town, so that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of inno¬ 
cent Abel to the blood ofZechariah, the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the 
altar. Truly. I say to you, all this will come upon this generation, _ 


Jesus pronounced these words about_AD. A generation was a-year time span. Together these 

equal 70 AD, the date of the destruction of Jerusalem, the fulfillment of Jesus' words with absolute accuracy. 1.2 
million Jews were besieged in Jerusalem and slaughtered. Even though the city only held a few hundred thou¬ 
sand inhabitants, it was a festival time when the Roman legions descended. However, there is good reason to 
believe that not a single Jewish Christian perished in that battle. This is because the Jewish Christians heard and 
read the gospels' accounts of Jesus' words and perhaps also the book of Revelation of John. They knew the "day 
and the hour" to escape from the city. 

Matthew 24:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How often 1 
would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 

[The "you" here refers to the _ of Jerusalem.] So, behold, your house [meaning the 

_] is forsaken and desolate. _ 


This is the backdrop for the Apocalypse, or Revelation, the record of the visions of John. Matthew, Mark and 

Luke all describe what Jesus prophesies in Matthew 24, called "the little--- or The 

Olivet Discourse." It is Jesus' last discourse before His trial and execution. This is where He talks about wars, 
rumors of wars, famines, earthquakes, pestilence, persecution, etc. He closes by saying that all of this will occur 
within this generation. Historically, all of it did occur by-AD. 

Why would only John skip recording this final discourse of Jesus in his Gospel? The most obvious reason is 
that he wanted to write it as a separate book, the "big apocalypse" of Revelation. 

Four Potions for Interpretation of the Boo k of Revelation 

1 . Prederist Interpretation of Revelation: The fulfillment of this book is largely past. The Book had 
a meaning that was primarily designed for the Church in the (a) first / (h) fifteenth century. There 
are two divisions of this view: the downfall of Jerusalem and the Old Covenant, or the downfall ol 
Rome (not as prevalent a view, not as supported by external, historical evidence). Regardless 
of Jerusalem or Rome, prederists would agree that the primary meaning of Revelation is fulfilled in 
the past, near the time it was written. 
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2. Historicist Interpretation of Revelation: The book predicts the various stages of church history, 

from the first generation to the end of_. An unfolding panorama of the various phases that 

the church will pass through as it goes through New Testament Salvation History. Many valuable 
and valid insights can be derived from this viewpoint. It can build upon the first view of being 
fulfilled in the past and predict the same experience in the various historical periods. Jesus' words 
can apply to the Church as it passes through (a) crises / (b) history . 

3. Futurist View of Revelation: This is the most (a) unusual / (b) common view in America today 
among the evangelical Protestant churches. Even Catholics who listen to these radio and TV 
evangelists are influenced by this viewpoint. This view argues that the real meaning of this book was 

not disclosed to the first century Christians. It only makes sense at the "end of_." Only 

at the end of New Testament history will readers truly understand the visions. An example of this is 
Hal Lindsey's book The Late Great Planet Earth, which is the 2nd best selling book of the last 30 
years, next to the Bible. The Catholic Church has condemned this view, as heresy previously and by 
the Pontifical Biblical Commission in this century again. There are valid and valuable insights in 
reading this view, though care must be taken. It is valid, e.g., to see the fall of Jerusalem as a 
prophecy itself of an even greater fulfillment at the end of time. 

The only wav to safegu ard these other views as having some truth is to build them an the foundation of 
ajst Century fulfillment of the Apocalypse. 

4- Idealist View of Re velation: Held by more of the Church Fathers, this view contends that the Book 
of Revelation is basically a description of the on-going (a) intellectual / (h) spiritual struggle that 
every believer faces in life and that the Church faces in every generation. It takes place on earth and 

in_simultaneously. It involves the world, the flesh and the devil, the principalities, 

powers, the archangels, angels, dominions, etc. - all of the spiritual world. The Church overcoming 

the persecution on earth is reflected and simultaneous with St._the Archangel 

contending against Satan "above.” Creatures at every level of the universe struggling as the battle 
between good and evil draws near to the end of time when Christ will bring it to a decisive conclusion. 
The Idealist View explains Revelation in terms of the moral struggle between good and evil, the 
Kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan. Many valuable insights can be gained from this view 
as well. This 4th view will probably be the most spiritually edifying as the Apocalypse is read today. 

Though we read and understand how the first century events fulfilled the discourse of Jesus and the vision of 

John, the Holy Spirit wants to show through Revelation that Christ is Lord of_, as well as Lord 

of Lords and King of Kings. No matter how intense the persecutions that come, no matter how few believers 
seem to be overcoming evil and heresy, the temptations and trials around them, nevertheless, Christ is enthroned. 
He sends His angels to assist those who hold fast to faith and overcome in the end . 

Interpreting Revelation as initially and primarily fulfilled in the First Century is indicated by the f a) Church /(b) 
the book itself . Time references suggest an immediate fulfillment within the lifetimes of the first readers. 


Rev 1:1 The Apocalypsis of Jesus Christ which God gave him , to show to His servants what must soon take 
place. And He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John who bore witness (the word here is 

'martorya' or_) to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 

Blessed is he who reads aloud the words of the prophecy and blessed are those who hear and who keep what is 
written therein for the time is near. 
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Rev 2:5 [Jesus speaks to the church at Ephesus] Remember, then, from what you have fallen, your first love,' 
repent and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place 
unless you repent. _ 


The coming of Jesus is imminent and somewhat conditional based on whether they are going to repent and return 

to their first_. This passage will not be fulfilled in the future because there is no- 

in Ephesus today. The Turkish authorities have outlawed a public Mass even being said. Paul VI wanted to say 
Mass to commemorate St. John and the Blessed Virgin Mary having lived there, as well as Timothy also and 
others. But it was not possible. Christ had already come and removed "the-•" 

Rev 2:16 Repent therefore. Otherwise I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my 
mouth. 

Rev 2:25 ...Holdfast what you have until I come. 

Rev 3:3 Remember then what you have received and heard. Keep that and repent. If you will not awake, I 
will come like a thief and you do not know at what hour I will come upon you. 

Rev 3:11 / am coming soon. Hold fast to what you have so that no one may seize your crown. He who con¬ 
quers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God, and he will never leave it again. / will write on him 
the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem which comes down from my God 
out of heaven, as well as my own new name. _ 


These time references indicate a first century fulfillment - against the backdrop of the (a) Old / (b) New 
Jerusalem that has outlived its spiritual usefulness, and the (a) Old / (b) New Jerusalem that is going to be 
revealed imminently. Within the book, there are time indicators that suggest an imminent fulfillment, within the 
lives of the first readers of it. 

Rev 22: 10-13 And He said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 
Let the evil doer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be 
holy. Behold I am coming soon, bringing my recompense, to repay every one for what he has done. I am the 
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the _. the beginning and the -. 


In contrast to Daniel who was given a vision of all the things that must take place before the old passed away 
and the new comes and fulfillment comes: Daniel is commanded to (a) publish / (b) seal up the vision and the 
prophecy. 

Daniel 8:26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings which has been told is true; but (a) publish/ (b) seal 
up the vision, for it pertains to many days hence. 


If 400 years made it important for Daniel to (a) publish / (h) seal up the vision, then, the time being near, John 
is not to seal it up. This indicates imminent expectation before fulfillment. 

Rev 22:20 He who testifies to these things says, "Surely I am coming soon" Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! The 
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. 
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What did Jesus mean: "I am coming soon"? Most Catholics think of the coming of the Lord as the (a) First / (b) 
Second Coming. Or, they interpret it in terms of economic, social, military events - instead of a (a) physical / 
(bl.spi ritual event. But the first century Jews would have heard it as Old Covenant hearers: in the light of 
prophecy... a (a) physical / (b) spiritual event. 

The language of "the_ot the Lord" was used in all these Old Testament Prophets - Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel, Joel 2 (Peter in Acts speaks of this scripture reference being fulfilled in his day at Pentecost), Nahum. 

They called it "the_of the Lord" or the "coming of the Lord." It was an event when "the sun 

would be darkened, and the moon and the stars would fall from the sky" to signify the downfall of Babylon, 
Assyria, Samaria, Nineveh, or any city, state, or kingdom that persecuted (a) the prophets / (b) God's people . 
This prophetic imagery was used to describe how God will vindicate His (a) prophets / (b) His elect and bring 
vengeance down on the opponents of (a) His prophets / (h) His people . 

Rev 1:1 The Apocalypsis of Jesus Christ which God gave him, to show to His sen’ants what must soon take 
place. 


The Greek word for Revelation is apocalypsis which is a significant word. It is the root word from which we 
get the English word "apocalyptic." Many scholars interpret John's book as falling within the literary genre of 
"_literature." This was a form of writing very common back in the first century, trace¬ 

able back to books of Zechariah and Daniel also. This literature was somewhat 'prophetic' - it does show the 
(a) past or (b) future, though in a way different from the 'standard' prophecies of Isaiah or Jeremiah. The prophe¬ 
cies in apocalyptic literature are almost always filled with (a) visionary / (b) cataclysmic imagery. It looks at the 
struggles on the earth with God's people through the eyes of heaven, seeing it in terms of the (a) earthly / (hi 
heavenly strife of angels and devils. In addition, its catastrophic view always includes the view that the end of 
(a) religion / (b) history is drawing close. 

Cardinal Danielou in Shadows to Reality, talks about how Old Testament symbols are always used in the New 
Testament to show the real meaning of (a) the Church / (b) Christ . For example, John the Baptist calls Jesus "the 

_of God" meaning that He is the Passover Lamb. This is typology: studying the Old Testament 

images and how they prefigure Christ. Danielou says "The organic relationship between typology and prophe¬ 
cy is quite clear". For, so far from distinct categories, prophecy is the typological interpretation of (a) history / 
(bj_the Church. Prophecy, then, looks at (a) history / (b) the Church not the same way a journalist would for the 
New York Times. Prophets look at (a) history / (b) the Church to find the divine clues as to the meaning of (a) 
history / (b) the Church." Apocalyptic prophecy is the style of prophecy that studies la) history / (b) the Church 
in light of its cosmic significance. 

Revelation, however, is different from any other apocalyptic literature. The average Jewish apocalypses ('fourth' 
Ezra and others) are almost always (a) political / (b) religious tracts geared to whipping up frenzy against Rome 
or against other enemies. But Revelation is intended to help the faithful to see the spiritual meaning behind our 
own persecutions and to see the significance of overcoming these trials. 


Apocalypsis: primary meaning of the word in the 1st century (a) was / (b) was not prophetic. It was a common 
Jewish word used in daily life. It was used to refer to an action in wedding ceremonies. The typical Jewish wed¬ 
ding lasted a week, if it involved virgins marrying for the first time. The whole week had a lot of festivities to 
help the two families get to know each other. The consummation, the high point of the wedding, was the (a) 1st 
/ (b) 7th day. It began with elaborate events, the groom and bride being dressed up as king and queen. The 
groomsmen would carry them aloft on their shoulders in a kind of parade. At the end of this parade, the 
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entourage would lower them before the "hoopa" (the bridal canopy - which was a very large tent designed as a 
kind of honeymoon suite. And then the groom might carry the bride across the threshold into privacy. Then the 
bride and groom would enter the "inner room” of the canopy. That point was marked as the "apocalypsis” - a 
compound word in Greek that means the "unveiling." The bride takes off her veil at this point. She probably 
took off more than her veil. This was the moment of consummation of the union between the lover and the 
beloved in the natural order. This is the two becoming one flesh and one spirit. [Dr.Hahn posits this word as a 
significant choice to introduce the vision of John.] 

John, through the Holy Spirit, uses this same word that Jesus gives him in the vision as introduction to Revelation 
because what is in this book is the "unveiling," the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Normally, theologians use the word _" to refer to all of the truths that we would not know 

through reason alone, e.g. God is a Trinity. Reason would tell us that God exists, but not that he is a Trinity. 

" _" normally explained and defined in terms of the mysteries which are not knowable to human 

reason and experience. These mysteries are known only because God has revealed them. 

Something more is intended by John when he uses the word Revelation , which is not primarily information, a 

list of facts, data. Revelation is designed by God to cause us to enter into a-with Christ, 

not just friendship, but the most intimate one possible and imaginable. So, John chooses the word 'apocalypsis' 
(through the prompting of the Holy Spirit) to show us just how much Jesus loves us and how close He wants to 
be to us. 

The fundamental purpose behind Jesus’ self-revelation is to enter into a-union with our souls. 

He becomes our 'groom' and we become 'His bride.' The relationship resembles marriage in that it is intimate, 
ecstatic and fruitful. Christ is not a concept or term or distant god-figure. Christ wants to be the best friend, the 
husband, the lover - the friendship is_union. 

The use of the word also points to the later climatic point of the vision: the revealing of the Bride of the Lamb. 
The Lamb and the Bride are united for eternity and we are all invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb where 
we feast forever. That is "apocalypsis." And the only experience in the natural realm of human relations that 
even comes close to that is the sexual bond of marital union. 

Rev 1:1 and he made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word (Logos) 
of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is he who reads aloud the words 
of the prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written therein; for the time is near. 


'Logos' does not just mean 'verbal utterances.' For John, 'logos' is Jesu s Christ, the Word of God ^ John s other 

book, his_, opens In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God... 

There is a Divine Benediction from Jesus to not only read, but also to hear, and to keep obediently the prophe¬ 
cy of Revelation. The term for "keep" is 'hesed' - it means "-storing it up. 

Revelation 1:4-5 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the 
faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings on earth. _ 
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Grace and peace have significant (a) Old / (b) New Testament meaning. Grace came from the Hebrew language 

term hesed. It means Divine_, steadfast love, mercy. Hesed was the heart of the covenant. It is 

what people give each other when they share the same family bonds. What a mother gives her_. 

What_are to give each other. 

Peace is a Hebrew concept rooted in the term "shalom." It means more than the cessation of hostility, peace 
means the harmony and tranquillity that belongs to the people who share communion in a family. 

There is repeated use of the number seven. There are seven letters, churches, spirits, lampstands, seals, trum¬ 
pets, bowls. There are (according to at least one scholar) possibly 7 persons - woman, dragon, manchild, Michael 
Archangel, beasts in the sea, beasts in the earth. Lamb. There are seven blessings pronounced by our Lord in 
the book. What is "seven"? Seven is more than the number of perfection. Seven points to the (ai churches / (bf 
covenant . 

Seven is the number of the (a) churches / (b) covenant . The way a covenant is made is by swearing an 

-, i.e. to take on God's name. The Hebrew word for to swear an_is "shevah" - literally 

meaning "to seven" oneself. The Hebrew word for "to swear an_" comes from the Hebrew noun 

"seven." The number 7 was an essential feature of oath ceremonies: 7 clean animals, 7 repetitions, etc. 
Whenever the number 7 is seen or repeated, it signifies the covenant relationship between God and His people. 

The seven trumpets pronounce (a) covenant / (b) curses : the seven seals bring_; seven bowls - 

all bring_. This is because when God made a covenant with Moses, God said, "if you break 

my covenant (Lev 26 and Deut 28), I will bring seven-fold vengeance upon you." Whenever one is under oath, 
that person is also under a (a) covenant / (b) curse . For example, in a courtroom, the judge reminds a witness 
that perjury, or lying under oath, is punishable by prison. Divine judgment is overseeing the oath. God's own 
holy name is attached to what you testify, because you profane the name of God, Who is the guarantor of your 
testimony. 

The Jews believed that sacrifices of animals could cover every sin, except ONE. That exception was the viola¬ 
tion of a sacred (a) curse / (b) oath . There is no animal sacrifice for that sin. 

Who are the "Seven Spirits?" Good scholarly argument is that they are the Holy Spirit, the Witness to the (a) 

oath / (h) Covenant . It can also, simultaneously, apply to the holy_. There is a close connection 

between the Holy Spirit and angelic spirits. So the "seven-fold" spirit is the Holy Spirit and at the same time the 
angels who go forth from the throne of Christ to do His will in the earth. 

The symbolism of "the firstborn of the dead" is important. In Psalm 89:27, the King in David's line God calls 
"my first-born son." In patriarchal cultures, the king in his old age would pass on in succession all his authori¬ 
ty to his first-born son. The first-born son, the eldest brother, would stand as father figure to the family. God 
the Father enthroning His First-Born Son, "eternally begotten, not made." Jesus is thus heir to the throne of 
_, ruler over all of the other rulers. 


Revelation 1:5-6 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom, 
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Another theme central to Revelation is Jesus Christ's transformation of us through His covenant into a kingdom 
of priests. Not just kings who are secular, physical, and earthly, but priests who are sacred, spiritual, and eter¬ 
nal. This is fa) political / (b) spiritual authority to reign through heavenly power of Jesus Christ. The promise 
comes from Exodus 19:6, If you hear My voice, and if you 'guard - keep - my Covenant, you shall be a kingdom 
of priests. Those who don't are disinherited, cursed. And those who are grafted onto Israel are blessed and made 
a kingdom of priests. 



This draws on two Old Testament images - 

1. Daniel 7 in which Daniel saw the son of man coming on the clouds of- 

overcoming the beasts, enemy empires, persecutors of Old Testament-. 

2. Zechariah 12:10 where a firstborn is pierced and people weep and wail on account of him. 

Assignment: read from Revelation 1:8 to end of Chapter 1, a section called the -vision." In 

this vision, Jesus is the_of Man, the_of Kings, and-Priest of heaven and earth. 

The specifically "Catholic" features of the Book of Revelation, make a list: 

Virgin Mary (12) 

Her Assumption 

Her Coronation - Woman clothed with the Sun, crowned with twelve stars 

Mother of the Messiah 

Angels and Saints 

Communion of Saints 

Theology of Martyrdom 

Teaching on Redemptive Suffering 

Teaching on Consecrated Virginity (Revelation 14:4) 

Mary as the new Eve 
The Church as Christ's Bride 
Church as the New Jerusalem 
Purgatory (Revelation 20) 

Mass laid out as a diagram (Revelation 4-19) 

Passover liturgy presented 
Liturgical elements 
Timing of the "Lord's Day" 

Christ giving the hidden manna. 
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Discussion Questions for Tape One 

1. What reasons might God have had in giving the vision of the Apocalypse to John the Evangelist instead of to 
Peter or to Paul? 


2. Why might scholars not want to believe that John, the beloved disciple of Jesus, is the author of Revelation? 


3. How would an appearance of Jesus to a threatened and persecuted disciple of the first century encourage him ? 


4. Give some current examples where Catholics in America are not really Catholic? 

Revelation 2:9 1 know your tribulation and poverty\ but you are rich. And 1 also know the slander of those 

who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 


5. While the Magisterium of the Church has condemned the "futurist" interpretation of the Apocalypse, what can 
we learn about the end of our lives and the end of time (history) from the Book of Revelation? 


6 . John is commanded to publish the vision that he receives to warn the Churches of the first Century about the 
coming of the Lord. Are there "visions" today that the Holy Father publishes as warnings to the Church, to 
Christians? If so, what is the warning? 


7. ' Revelation is intended to help the faithful to see the spiritual meaning behind our own persecutions and to 
see the significance of overcoming these trials." Using this as a guide for our own age, what 'persecutions' of 
Catholicism are prevalent today, and what might be the spiritual significance behind them? 


8 . How does "apocalypses" refer to the union of God and each individual soul? How is this reflected in prayer 
life? 


9. What does it mean when a person says "I give you my word...."? How does that ordinary human phrase relate 
to the reality of Jesus Christ being the Word of God? 
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Tape two - Heavenly Letters to the Church on Earth 

(Chapters 2-3) 

16th Century Doctor of Prayer, St. Teresa of Avila (Doctor of the Church) - A quotation about her: "St. Teresa of 
Avila, a woman endowed with the spirit of prophecy, and renowned throughout all Spain for the glory of her mir¬ 
acles and the sanctity of her life, was taught by God that all the troubles of the Church, all the evils in the world, 
flow from this source - that men do not, by clear and sound knowledge, and serious consideration, penetrate into 
the truths of_■" 

Pope John Paul II "All Christian teaching must be saturated and soaked with-•" 

Review 

Revelation is a very challenging book, with many interpretations. St. John the Apostle is the author. The date 

of writing is before_AD. The literary genre is_, prophecy of cosmic and catastrophic 

imagery with many kinds of symbolism: numbers, beasts, liturgical elements as symbols. However, Jewish 
apocalypses were focused on the end of the_and were very pessimistic. The radical differ¬ 
ence of the Apocalypse of John is that it focuses on the end of ONE-and the beginning of an 

(at old / (bt new world. A new covenant, new heavens and new earth, a new creation. This apocalypse makes 
a radical significant break from that Jewish genre. 


Historical background: Primary interpretation is to be understood in terms of the (a) first / (b) second century. / 
am coming SOON. I am NEAR. And it applies to (a) Jerusalem / (b) Rome , because of Revelation 11: which 
describes the two witnesses. Before these two are introduced, John is given some instructions in Revelation 11:1 
Rise and measure the temple of Cod and the altar and those who worship there. If John had this vision in 96 
AD, there was no temple to measure - it had fallen and was in pieces, the contents having been burned to the 
ground, since 70 AD. Even the city was destroyed, but don't measure the court outside the temple, leave that 
out for it is given over to the nations, and they will trample over the holy city'for 42 months. 

Revelation 11:7 When they had finished their testimony, the beast that ascends from the bottomless pit will make 
war upon them and conquer them and kill them. And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the gieat city. 
This city is called allegorically, spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where their Lord was (a) exaltedj (bJsJ Mi. 
cified . Jerusalem was still around (a) before / (b) after 70 AD. The temple is intact; John can measure it. This 
passage points to a pre-70 AD dating and a historical background that is focused on the destruction of Jerusalem 
as _judgment." 

The " _" image, used here for the first time in Revelation 11, is applied more correctly to Jerusalem 

and to Israel than to Rome, according to Isaiah, Ezekiel, and other prophets of the Old Testament. 

The "great city," which is compared to Sodom. Egypt and Babylon, has an element in common with these three 
cities. They are all places where God's people were persecuted, enslaved and contained immorality. Israel had 
to be delivered from them by (a) a warrio r-king / (b) God. 

The Abrahamic Covenant: Lot lived in- 

The Mosaic Covenant: Israel lived in- 

The Davidic Covenant: Judah lived in_ 

Whenever God does a new thing in history,_raises up a power to oppose it: Sodom, Egypt, 

Babylon. In the time of the apostles, when Jesus was raised up, the primary antagonists against Him were the 

leaders in_itself. This approach to Revelation is not anti-semitic. Jesus, Mary. Joseph, the 

Apostles are all Jewish. Most of the early believers were Jewish. Many gentiles rejected Christ as well. What 

this signifies is a judgment against_and the (a) Old / (b) New Covenant. 
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It does suggest the seductive approach of Satan, however. Lucifer knows how to use the good to keep us from 
the best. Falling in love with the gifts instead of the Giver is Idolatry: Jerusalem was in love with the 

-instead of the Lawgiver. This book stands as a warning against anyone who latches onto the good 

gifts of the earth, forsaking the call to the real giver in heaven. Our Father. 


Two Catholic commentators on Revelation 

1. Josephine Massenburg Ford teaches New Testament at Notre Dame. Her commentary is called Revelation, 
the last volume in the Anchor Bible Series. 

2. The Apocalypse: the Perennial Revelation of Jesus Christ by Eugenio Corsini. A professor of Patristic 
Studies at the University of Turin. Written in a popular style, published by Michael Glasier, now available from 
Liturgical Press, Minnesota. He argues that the primary background for the book is the Old Testament, and that 
the revelation is not primarily given to us to help us figure out the time, hour, day. It rather shows us Jesus 
Christ as the fulfillment of the Old Covenant. 


Revelation 1:9 I, John, your brother and companion, in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance 
that are ours in Jesus, was on the Island of Patinos because of the Word of God, and the testimony of Jesus. 


This one phrase gives the three most significant themes of the Apocalypse. 

• • _which we must patiently endure 

2 . _which we must see through the eyes of faith 

3-_which must be our life style 

John is on the island of Patmos, on the Lord's Day, in the spirit. "Lord’s Day" was the term used in the 1st cen¬ 
tury for the (a) first / (b) last day of the week, so named since Jesus rose from the dead on that day. Every time 

a -appearance is assigned to a day of the week, it is assigned to Sunday, the Lord's Day, or 

seven days later, another Sunday appearance. It is also the day that the early Christians met according to the 
Book of Acts to celebrate (a) prayer / (b) liturgy . 

John in exile on Sunday, the Lord’s Day, is another way of saying that he cannot celebrate the liturgy on the 
Lord's Day as bishop in Ephesus. So what does Jesus do? The Lord comes and takes John to the liturgy in 

-. This is what John means "to be caught up in the Spirit." This is found elsewhere, in the book 

of Acts 10:10 [Peter's vision leads to bringing Cornelius, the first Gentile, into the church. J To be "in the Spirit" 
means to have a vision in the Spirit of a message that God wants to convey. We are not just hearing words or 
dreaming dreams, but we are "caught up in the highest heavens." This is significant to understand because the 
Book of Revelation is (a) liturgical / (b) visionary throughout the entire book. 

Massey Shepherd (Protestant scholar on Revelation), The Paschal Liturgy and the Apocalypse: He argues that 
the primary structure of the entire book is the Passover Liturgy. 

The Old Testament Passover serves as the structure of the liturgy of the_, the New Covenant 

Passover. 

John couldn't celebrate Mass this particular Sunday, and so he is taken up in the Spirit to the heavenly assembly 
where all the angels and saints are gathered together to worship the Lamb who is priest and victim at the heav¬ 
enly altar. From the earliest time, the Church patterned the liturgy after the apocalyptic vision of John. This is 
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"assumed" in early Church fathers' writings. The early liturgy did not "wait around" for John's vision; it was 

given to the Apostles by__ The important elements reflected in the Apocalyptic vision of John 

are present in the liturgy throughout the entire world. 

All the cities that are mentioned in the initial directions to John to write to the seven Churches are within a 50- 
mile radius in Asia Minor. Beginning with Ephesus, tracing the 7 cities clockwise will give a full circle from 
one to seven. Some scholars suggest these were (a) missio nary / (b) postal stops that the Roman Empire had 
developed. These were places where letters could be delivered in a very natural way. Though this is not certain, 
it is a reasonable explanation. 


/ turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands. 

These lampstands are the Menorah, the Jewish candelabra, a seven-branched candlestick, in the Temple then (and 
in most synagogues today). This was also part of a vision of Zecharaiah 4:2, in which he was told that God gives 
oil in ever-flowing abundance for these 7 lampstands. These lampstands represent the seven churches that pos¬ 
sess this ever-flowing source of oil, the penetrating seven-fold gift of the Holy Spirit. 


John 1:12-17 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lamp- 
stands; and in the midst of the lampstands / saw one like a son of man, dressed in a robe reaching down to His 
feet, and with a golden sash around His chest. His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow and 
his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze glowing like a furnace, and his voice was like the sound 
of rushing waters. In His right hand he held seven stars and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged 
sword, and his face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. _ 


John describes his vision with images with which he is familiar: images from the Old Testament. One in par¬ 
ticular is used. Daniel 7. It is this same chapter that is the source of the title Son of Man that is used in the 
Gospels to refer to Christ. Jesus calls himself Son of Man more than all the other titles he applies to Himself put 
together. At the same time, no one else calls Jesus the Son of Man. This points to the tact that Jesus has select¬ 
ed this title in a unique way for a special purpose. 

Some scholars think that this title is chosen just as a term of modesty because it was an ordinary way to say 
"myself' then. Other scholars believe that it was a simple, humble, way for Jesus to refer to himself. However, 
in Daniel 7, the term is used to point to Jesus' (a) humanity / (b) divinity. 

Daniel 7 describes Daniel's famous night vision of the four beasts which correspond to four gentile kingdoms 
that oppress the Jews. First comes Babylon, second comes Medo-Persia, third comes Greece (under Alexander 

the Great), and fourth and worst of all was _• The four metals ot Nebuchadnezzar s 

dream/vision (Daniel 2) correspond to the four beasts in Daniel’s vision (Daniel 7). These vision/dreams bring 
the hearer up to time of Jesus when the Roman Empire rules the world. The cry going out from all Jews is "How 
long, O Lord, must we wait for the Messiah to come to liberate us from our captors?" 


Daniel 7:9 ff As I looked, thrones were placed and one that was ancient of days took his seat. His raiment 
was white as snow; the hair of his head was like pure wool. His throne was fiery fames; its wheels were burn¬ 
ing fire. [a chariot throne found throughout the Old Testament.] A stream of ft re issued and came forth from 
before him. A thousand thousand sen’ed him. Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court 
sat in judgment, and the books were opened. __ 
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Notice that this is not a military coup, nor a political act on the part of the Messiah, overthrowing the beasts. It 
is rather a-act, a spiritual act from above, through the presence of God in divine judgment. 

Daniel 7:11 / looked then because of the sound of the great words which the horn was speaking. And as I 

looked, the beast was slain and its body destroyed, and given over to be bunted with fire. And as for the rest 
of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were prolonged for a season and a time. Then I 
saw in the night visions, and behold! With the clouds of heaven there came one like the son of man and he came 
to the ancient of days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion, glory and kingdom, so 
that all peoples, nations and languages should ser\’e him. His dominion is everlasting dominion that shall not 
pass away, and his kingdom shall not be destroyed. 


The Son of Man and the Ancient of Days are somehow (a) different / (hi the same . The traditional interpreta¬ 
tion of this passage is that the Ancient of Days is God the_and the Son of Man is God the 

-. In Revelation 1, the description of the Son of Man is similar to Daniel 7, however the description 

also resembles the Ancient of Days, taking on the glory of His_. 

John's vision corresponds to Daniel 2 where a mountain is associated with God's kingdom, a divine worldwide 
kingdom, given to the Son ot Man. Ultimately, all the nations of the world are obliged to serve God. 

"Son of Man" in Matthew's Gospel... 

Matthew 24 is Jesus' prediction of the downfall of_and the destruction of the 

-, and all this is to pass within the generation of Jesus' contemporaries. 

Matthew 24:15 So when you see the desolating sacrilege standing in the holy place (the Jerusalem Temple) 
let the reader understand (Matthew was writing to Palestinian Christians) then let those who are in Judea flee 
to the mountains, 


This prophecy is fulfilled in 1st century Judea surrounding Jerusalem just before the Roman armies come. Jesus 
uses imagery drawn from the Old Testament (a) histories / (b) prophets . Be careful not to interpret this passage 
in a Protestant, Fundamentalist, literalist, or even materialistic way. The Old Testament prophets used cata¬ 
clysmic language to describe the downfall of any kingdom that opposed_and persecuted 

His-Now Jesus as Prophet is using the same language to describe the destruction of 

(a) Israel / (b) Jerusalem. 


Matt 24:29-30 "Immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light, and the stars will fall from the heavens, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then 
will appear the sign of the son of man in heaven, and all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see 
the Son of Man coming upon the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 


The same language is used to describe Babylon's fall. 

Isaiah 13:10; 19; 34:4-5 
Ezekiel 19; 37 
Psalm 104:3 ff 

So Jesus predicts in Matthew what_now sees in Revelation: the 

the clouds of heaven with great glory. 


coming on 
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Matthew 26 recounts Jesus' trial. Jesus is standing in the Temple in Jerusalem, being tried by the (a) Sanhedri n 
/ (b) High Priest . 

Matt 26:57 ff: And those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas, the high priest, where the scribes and 
the elders had gathered. .... The chief priests and the whole council sought false testimony against Jesus that 
they might put him to death. They found none. But false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward 
and said "This fellow said 7 am able to destroy the Temple of God and to build it in three days.'" _ 


What they did was to misrepresent Jesus’ words. Jesus said: "Destroy this temple and in three days I will rebuild 
it." He did not say that he would destroy the temple (John 2), speaking of his own body. It is the resurrected 

body of Christ, the Church, the Mystical Body that becomes the true, new - of the New 

Covenant. (Eph 2:19-20) We constitute the holy dwelling place of God in the Holy Spirit. Now, in the trial, 
this statement of Jesus is twisted and perverted into false witness against Jesus. Notice that this is happening in 
the fal earthly / (hi heavenly Jerusalem, in the (a) earthly / (b) heavenly Temple with (a) false/(b) true witnesses 
giving (at false / fbJ true testimony about Jesus destroying the Temple and in three days rebuilding a new one. 

Satan is using (at the truth / (hi false witness to deceive. In the Apocalypse, John's recorded vision, in the heav¬ 
enly Jerusalem, in the heavenly Temple, two (a) true / (b) false witnesses give (a) true / (b) false testimony to 
Jesus, concerning the tat old/(hi new Temple which has been rebuilt in Christ after three days. John's vision is 
the ironic reversal of the trial of Jesus. Just as Jesus is put on trial in Jerusalem, so later His (a) enemies / (b) 
disciples will be put on trial in the earthly Jerusalem. 

Matthew 26:62 -64 And the high priest stood up and said: "Have you no answer to make? What is it that 1 
these men testify against you?" But Jesus was silent. But the high priest said to him: "I adjure you by the Living 

God, tell us if you are the __ the Son of God." Jesus said to him, "You have said so" [Jesus 

tells the high priest that he has said the truth.] "But / tell you, hereafter, you will see the Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of power, coming on the clouds of heaven. ”_ 


Up until now, Jesus has been totally silent. But the high priest has (a) Temple / (b)_divine authority even il he 
is a demoniac, or even if he is an infidel. By virtue of his office, he has the authority to adjure even Jesus under 
oath to testify. He puts Jesus under the most sacred and solemn oath. So, finally, Jesus responds. 

Caiaphas does not dispute whether Jesus can fly in the clouds. Caiaphas focuses on Jesus' claim to be the Son 
of Man, the (nt human / (h) divine Son of God. Caiaphas knows that Jesus is applying to Himself the vision of 
Daniel 7 where the Son of Man rides on the clouds like God himself on a throne chariot and receives the domin¬ 
ion and glory from all the nations. Son of Man points to the (a) humanity / (b) divinity, of Christ. The (a) Old ./ 
(b) New Testament holds the key to the interpretation of the Book of Revelation. Of all the (a) Old / (b) New 
Testament books, one book resembles the book of Revelation more than others. This is the book ol 


David Shulton, The Days of Vengeance: An Exposition of the Book of Revelation. [Page 21: Chart showing how 
the Book of Ezekiel corresponds almost exactly to Chapters 1-22 in Revelation] 

Some selected items from the chart: 

Ezk 1 Throne Vision Rev. 1 and 4 

Ezk 2 and 3 Book opened Rev 5 

Ezk 5 Four plagues Rev 6 
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Those slain under the altar Rev: 9-11 
Wrath of God Rev 6:12-7 
Seal on Forehead Rev 7 
Coals from the Altar 
Eating of the Book (Scroll) 

Measuring of Temple 
Comparing Jerusalem to Sodom 
Cup of Wrath 
The Vine of the Land 
The great Harlot 
Lament or Dirge Sung 
Scavengers' Feast 
The First Resurrection 
The Battle of Gog and Magog 
The New Jerusalem 
The River of Life 

All these primary themes in Revelation are drawn from Ezekiel in the same_. 

An important source for what John tells us in Revelation is in Ezekiel 
Ezekiel 1:4-18: the famous chariot vision of the wheels within the wheels 

It presents the Cloud, the Glory Cloud (Shekinah Glory) which represents the Holy Spirit manifested as a radi¬ 
ant and luminous cloud which is also a chariot. The cloud chariot is also a divine_. This 

is found not only in the Old Testament, but in many other religions as well. Baal was described as riding his 
chariot atop a cloud. In showing Yahweh's superiority over Baal, several passages describe how Baal would be 
overthrown by Yahweh who also had a throne chariot in a cloud. He would come and topple Baal and his wor¬ 
shippers. 

Ezekiel has almost the same vision that John has of the divine heavenly cloud-chariot-throne and of a human 

form that is truly divine. Both of them in this vision fall on_as though dead at the sight of 

the vision. John is using Daniel 7 and Ezekiel 1 to describe what has happened to him in his vision on Patmos. 
John is using a composite of Daniel 7, the Son of Man, and Ezekiel 1, the vision of the throne, and the imagery 

of the_. In Exodus 28:4. 29:5, 39:27-29, the_wears the 

same clothes that Jesus as the Son of Man wears in Revelation 1. A_that goes down to his feet. A 

-sash. According to Josephus the historian, the high priest would wear these when he was done 

with his own sacrifice, putting them on at the end of the "dirty and bloody work," so to speak. So, besides resem¬ 
bling the Son of Man of Daniel’s vision, Jesus Christ is up in the heavenly temple as our heavenly High Priest. 

How does John, the Beloved Disciple who reclined on Jesus' breast, and the same one who accompanied Jesus' 
Mother to Calvary respond to this vision of Jesus? Even though he has not seen Jesus for maybe decades since 
the Ascension, he (a) does / (b) does not approach Jesus familiarly as a close friend. Jesus as he is now is an 
overwhelming vision. John sees this vision of Jesus as He is with Power, Glory, Honor, Universal Dominion, 
Divine Sovereignty. Jesus has all-surpassing_. 

God is always proclaimed by the scriptures, by the angels, by the Church as "__,_." 

Nowhere in Scriptures is any other attribute ascribed to God in a three-fold way. God is not described as "Mercy, 
Mercy, Mercy" or "Love, Love, Love." God's love is a holy love. His mercy is a holy mercy. He cannot allow 
unholiness. We must not only be holy disciples, but we must also recognize Christ's holiness. 


Ezk 6 
Ezk 7 
Ezk 9 
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Hebrews 12:10 For they, our earthly fathers, disciplined us for a short time, at their pleasure, but he, our 
heavenly father, disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. ... (14) Strive for peace with every¬ 
one, and for that holiness without which no one will see the Lord. _ 

The threefold repetition tells us that God is the holiest of all; the Hebrew language did not have comparative and 
superlative adjectives. 

John's response to the vision of Jesus is to fall as though-at Jesus feet. And Jesus response to 

John in a swoon at his feet is to lay His right hand on John's shoulder and say "Fear not!" 


In Matthew 28:10. these were the first words Jesus uttered in His first--— appearance. "Be 

not afraid." These were the words also proclaimed by Pope John Paul II when he was first proclaimed Pope, 
and he stepped out on the balcony and addressed the throngs in St. Peter's Square. 

We are to feel a 00 "servile" / thl "filial" fear. This is the fear of a son or daughter who quakes at the thought 
of offending the father. Jesus calls us out of the servant kind of fear. 

Jesus says, I have the keys of Death and Hades. This is the same language Matthew 16 uses when Jesus entrusts 

the keys of_to his church in the person of Peter. Binding and loosing on earth will be 

bound and loosed in heaven. And building on Peter, the gates of Hades shall not prevail against the Church. 


There are two images: Peter the 


and Peter the 


Peter is the one on whom the 


church is built and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. Peter is the one who holds the keys that tit the 
gates of Hades. Peter can unlock the gates of Hades in the name of Christ. 

The power of Christ over death and Hades is exercised in the Mystical Body of Christ on earth, the 
_., the kingdom, through papal authority. 


Where has John found Christ? He has found Him enthroned in the midst of the--• Tllis 

means that Christ is found in the midst of His seven churches. That is where Christ may still be found - in the 
midst of His Church. All the Churches worship Christ in the pattern of the heavenly liturgy. Bringing people to 
Christ means bringing them to His Catholic Church. 


The Seven Letters to the Seven Churches. - Interpretatio ns 


1. The Ages of the New Testament Church 

•♦•These 7 letters correspond to 7 consecutive (a) events / (b) ages of the New Testament Church. 

•♦The first Church is Ephesus: Christ has nothing (a) good / (b) bad to say about it. Jesus says that 
they have slipped away from their first love. 

•♦•The seventh Church is Laodicea, and there Jesus has nothing (a) good / (b) bad to say. In fact, he 
threatens to vomit them out of his mouth because of their-. 

♦In between the first and the seventh there is progressive decline in holiness and faithfulness. 

♦This interpretation has the weakness that it is speculation. And the starting and ending of each "age 
is not so clear. 

2. The Churches in Asia Minor in the 1st Century - Hist ory 

Other interpreters say simply that these represent the conditions in the churches in Asia Minor that John 

would have known so well because he was their-• 
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3. Recapitulation of Covenant History 

The seven ages of the Old Testament are drawn from in describing these seven churches. 

Letter 1 To Ephesus 

The language of Paradise going all the way back to_. Verse 1-To him who con¬ 

quers, I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. This language draws on the very 
beginning of time. The first age in Old Testament history. 

Letter 2 To Smyrna 

The language associated with the Patriarchal Age Verse 10 -Do not fear what you are about to 
suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested and for ten days you 

will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. _was the 

great patriarch of Israel who was thrown into prison and tested thus. 

Letter 3 To Pergamum 

Here is the imagery of the age of Israel in the __where Balak seduced Israel in 

the wilderness to the false god Balaam after 40 years of wandering. Verse 14 - But I have a few things against 
you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before 
the sons of Israel, that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice immorality. (16) Repent then. If not, 
I will come to you soon and war against you with the sword of my mouth. ...(17) To him who conquers I will 
give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone which 
no one knows except him who receives it. (Numbers 25: an Israelite is seduced by a Midianite woman and is 
slain in the act with the woman by a spear) Seduction was urged on the Midianites by Balak to conquer the holi¬ 
ness of Israel. This condition of idolatry is compared to seduction and fornication and Jesus says he will spear 
or war with the sword of His mouth against it.) The "stone" was a talisman similar to an invitation to a grand 
dinner or festival today, appropriately marked to indicate the bearer was welcome to a great feast in the time of 
the first century. 

Letter 4 To Thvatira 

Here is the language and imagery of the Israelite__ the covenant with 

David. Verse 20 But I have this against you, that you tolerate the woman Jezebel. (1 Kings 16 and 21, 25, 2 
Kings 9 and 7) The Queen Jezebel perverted the Kingdom of David in Jerusalem. ... who calls herself a 
prophetess and is teaching beguiling my servants to practice immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. 
Reference to David s crown and kingship is made in verse 26 - He who conquers and who keeps my works until 
the end, I will give him power over the nations, and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots 
are broken in pieces (the language referring to Kingdom of David in Psalm 2:8), even as I myself have received 
power from my Father, and 1 will give him the morning star. 

Letter 5 To Sardis 

This letter draws on imagery from the_Period. Verse 1 - ...I know your 

works; you have the name of being alive, but you are dead. Awake and strengthen what remains and is on the 
point of death, for I have not found your works perfect in the sight of my God. This is a good summary of what 
all the Old Testament prophets said to Israel... Remember then what you received and heard; keep that, and 
repent. If you will not awake, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come upon you. 
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Letter 6 


To Philadelphia 


Here is imagery drawn from the period of Israel's Return from-under Ezra 

and Nehemiah, the prophets and the architects of the return - the language of the rebuilding of the Temple. Verse 
8ff - 1 know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut; I know that 
you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. Behold, / will make 
those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie - behold, I will make them come 
and bow down before your feet, and learn that 1 have loved you. This is the language of Ezra and Nehemiah 
because they spoke to an Israel who was weak and seemingly powerless. God was assuring them that they pos¬ 
sessed divine authority to do God's work on earth. Verse 12 - He who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the 
temple of my God: never shall he go out of it, and 1 will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. As 
the exiles returned to Jerusalem to build the second temple, they felt weak and powerless and yet Haggai assured 
them they had God's own authority to do so. Even when they had built the second temple, the older ones began 
crying because the second temple's glory couldn't compare to the first temple. Yet the Lord spoke through 
Haggai and other prophets saying that the glory of the second temple is far greater that the first - because it was 
built not with political, economic and military might and wealth, but with great faith. 

Letter 7 To Laodicea 

This corresponds to the Pharisaical Age in the_century. This is the age against 

which Jesus constantly remonstrates. The lukewarm and blind people are blind to the coming of the Lord. These 
are the poor and naked who are without the wedding garments for the wedding feast of the Lord. The language 
in this letter might apply to the church in the West, in America, in today's world. Verse 15-7 know your works: 
you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were cold or hot! So, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold 
nor hot, I will spew you out of my mouth. ... (Some scholars have discovered that there were springs in Laodicea 
that were known for being lukewarm.) Revelation 3:17 For you say, 1 am rich, I have prospered, and I need 
nothing; not knowing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and naked. 

Examples of this condemnation in the situation of the Church in America today: 

♦ Archbishop Weakland some years ago, when John Paul II visited the United States, proclaimed in a 

public address to the pope that American Catholics were the richest and best educated Catholics 

in the world and in history. This recalls Rev 3:17 perfectly. 

♦ Now, the estimate is that over five hundred million dollars is being spent in lawsuits settling in 

court and out of court with priests who have molested children and youth in the last few decades. 

♦ Millions of Catholics leaving the Catholic Church for the Evangelical, Fundamentalist and the 

Protestant sects. 


Revelation 3:20 Behold, / stand at the door and knock; if any one hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. ___ 


David Chilton comments on this verse. He criticizes a lot of evangelicalism and Puritan worship which spiritu¬ 
alizes the language away. The answer? "We must take seriously the Biblical doctrine of the Real 

__ of Christ in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. We must return to the Biblical pattern of worship 

centered on Jesus Christ which means the celebration of the Lord's supper as well as instruction about its true 
meaning and efficacy. We must abandon the rank platonism which informs our bare, intellectuahzed worship 
and return to a truly corporate, liturgical worship characterized by artistic beauty and musical excellence. For it 
should be obvious that, in this verse. He is extending to the church an offer of renewed communion with Himself. 
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The very heart and center of our fellowship with Christ is at His table. The most basic and profound offer of sal¬ 
vation is Christ's offer to dine with us. In Holy Communion, we are genuinely having dinner with Jesus, lifted 
up into his heavenly presence, and moreover, we are feasting on Him." 


John 6:53-57 Truly, / say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no 
life within you. 


These letters climax in Christ's calling us to return to Him. in the Spirit, on the_'s Day, in the 

Eucharist, at the table of the Lord. 


All the action in the book of Revelation corresponds to trumpets being blown as they were in the temple of 
Jerusalem. Bowls are being poured out, as they were in the Temple: cups of wine, cups of blood, etc. There are 
altars, incense, menorah, the Ark of the Covenant, and the heavenly temple. All of this leads to one essential 

truth. Our worship is the key to_Our worship is the key to overcoming (a) heresy / 

(b j persecution . Our worship is the key to the (a) conquering / (b) converting of the world. Our worship is the 
key to the Kingdom of Christ being realized in time and in space. In Revelation , all the judgments of God come 
in response to liturgical song, liturgical prayer, liturgical ritual, as it is performed in the liturgical worship of 
heaven. We participate in that eternal worship in the Church in time and in space. 

This is why the Church does not primarily get entangled in politics or in policy regarding military and econom¬ 
ic might. Our salvation does not come from princes, nor from might and power. We control history through our 
liturgical prayer, song and sacraments. This is the message of Revelation: our worship has cosmic and 

-significance. History is determined by what takes place at the altar and in the altar of each 

disciple's __. 

We need to locus instead on calling out to God in our (a) personal / (b) liturgical worship with the full force of 
our soul and being. Most of enemies are (a) without / (bl within the Church. Whenever the Lord is doing some¬ 
thing new, the majority of the people frequently (a) see it / (b) miss it and end up (a) supporting / (hi opposing 
it. God is building a new temple. We need to recognize the cosmic significance of mundane tasks. It is in us 
and through us, and in that process He is building a whole new world: If anyone is in Christ, behold he is a new 
creation. 

Fr. Yves Congar, The Mystery of the Temple - p. 96 "The Temple was a symbolic figure of the universe." So 
that when Jesus describes the end of the Temple in 70 AD, He is also describing how the world will be burned 
up with fire at the end of history and restored. 

Raphael Patai, Man and Temple - "Symbolism and the Function of the Temple (Chapter 4)" - "The Temple is the 
symbol of the world." 

John Levinson, Jewish scholar at Harvard: "The Temple was not a place in the world, but the world in essence. 
It is the theology of creation rendered in architecture. In the Temple, God relates simultaneously to the entire 
cosmos, for the Temple is a microcosm, of which the world itself is the macrocosm." 

John in Revelation 5 sees Christ as the_, looking as though it has been slain from the founda¬ 
tion of the earth. Jesus in His Resurrection Glory still resembles a slain_. Christ is at once the 

glorified High Priest and the Glorified Paschal Victim looking still as though he has been slain because His sac¬ 
rifice is a perpetual one. His Sacrifice is as Hebrews says: "once and for all (time)", which means it is perpetu¬ 
al. Once in the past, [currently] in the present, and forever into the future. This is the meaning of the Mass. 
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The Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist are both present in Revelation 5 

the Lamb appears, because nobody could break the Seal to open up the- 

Word and the liturgy of the Eucharist correspond to the two parts of the- 

presented in the Book of Revelation. 

Ugo Vanni, "Liturgical Dialogue as a Literary Form in the Book of Revelation," New Testament Studies, vol 37, 
1991, pp 348-372 

Fr. Joseph Grassi, "The Liturgy of Revelation," The Bible Today, vol 24, 1986, pp30-37. 

Otto Piper, "The Apocalypse of John and the Liturgy of the Ancient Church," Church History, vol 20, 1951, 

pp 10-22 

Leonard Thompson, "Cult and Eschatology in the Apocalypse of John," The Journal of Religion, vol 49, 1969 

M. D. Goulder, "The Apocalypse as an Annual Cycle of Prophecies", New Testament Studies, vol 27, 1981, pp 
342-367. He argues that John wrote the Apocalypse to serve as a lectionary so that it would interpret the Old 
Testament prophecies read in sequence - the prophecies would be read over a year together with the Apocalypse 
over the period of a year as an interpretation. 

Other Revelation Themes 

Theology of martyrdom: The perfect Christian witnesses in heaven are the ones who lay down their lives in 
testifying to Christ. Two classes up in heaven: the virgins and the martyrs. The early Church saw these two 
classes as the preeminent saints. There is a unique holiness in consecrated celibacy. 

"The woman" as Mary: Revelation 12:1-17 The woman has a body and a soul: she is clothed with the ele¬ 
ments of heaven. She represents the Blessed Virgin. Michael makes war against the serpent (Satan) on her 
behalf and on behalf of her children. Her child is Jesus. Many symbols in the story contained herein. 

The Church as Christ's Bride: Christ is the Bridegroom 
Kingdom of Priests: We have His authority here as the New Jerusalem 
Intercession: The saints in heaven have an intercessory role. 

Doctrine of merit: The fine linen of the saints in heaven is their righteous deeds. 


SSE1A1 "looe-f 

quitn •quiB'j ‘guisoddo ‘ii ssiui -uiqiiM 'leaiSmiH ‘ireaq 'jEauoisiq ‘gmuaAuoa ‘uoijnaasjad ‘Xjojsih 'P jo 'I+ 

3DU3S3Jd ‘JSjy '3|!*34- 
Dijsqdoid •XqojEUOiu 'ssoujoppM 'qdasof •sisauao^- 
doqsiq 'sssumieMSW -poo3 'pEq -sags -spuEisduiBi 'qojruo uapioqXaq %mi 'uiopsui^ aqi ,,‘lBipj,, 'uonnD.uns.-u 'pEap+ 
Xjoq-Xioq-Xjoq 'ssauqoq uou saop 'uap|og 'aqoj 'lsauj qgjH ‘1S3UJ q§!H ‘ssoej Jpqi 'auojqi ‘aauanb3s+ 
]ai5jaz3 'pio ‘PIO 'XliUBUinq ‘auuip 'auiAip isuio 'saidpsip 'A\au 'aan 'aau 'qiou aqi 'aspy 'asjEj ‘XiquBa 'XmuEa 'aiduiax 'isapd qgiH4- 
ue[\ jo uos ‘uqof 'uiajEsaiaf 'ajdoad 'poo 'sjaqdojd '3|duiaj. 'uiajEsiuaf aaqisy 'uos 'jaqiEy 'luajajjip 'X|uaAEaq4- 

auioy 'XjiuiAip ‘jEisod 'snsaf+ 

isusqans 'iBaiginiii 'uaAEaq 'Xgjnjii 'uonaaxinsaj 'jsjij ‘aauEjnpua luanud 'uiopgui^ 'guijajjns 'mei^. 

pjo 'uiajEsmaf 'iua|Esnjaf 'uejes 'uo|XqEg 'idXgs 

■uiopos 'poQ * ioijdi i ‘juEuaAoa 'ajojaq 'pagpiuo -uiaiEsujaf 'jsjij 'A\au ppoA ‘p[JOM 'DudX[E.X)dB 'ql -ajniduas P^-^S ‘3 j njduas paj.~>BS4- 


. John weeps before 
The liturgy of the 
_, and both are 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Two 

1. How are the three themes of Revelation (redemptive suffering, seeing the kingdom of God through the eyes 
of faith, and a lifestyle of patient endurance) present in the life of the Catholic in the Church in America in the 
3rd Millennium?2. How many different ways does the Lord Jesus "appear" in the Sunday liturgy each week? 
List and explain them. 


3. What might be the unique reasons that Jesus selected the title "Son of Man" to refer to himself? 


4. Professor Hahn suggests that historical actions that affect kingdoms and political regimes are spiritual acts, 
divine judgments, stemming from God’s active presence in history. What recent political or world events might 
be ascribed to this theory? 


5. Who or what is the "little rock [that] crushes the great statue of a man which represents the four kingdoms 
against the Jews, that subsequently becomes a great mountain and fills the whole earth."? Is there any evidence 
that this spreading through the earth is still taking place today? 


6. In what "earthly Jerusalem" are modern Catholic Christians 'put on trial,' as Jesus in 33 AD and as the Jewish 
leaders in 70 AD? Give some evidence to support your choice of (a) the Catholic Church (in a given country) 
or (b) the socio-economic political environment (in a given country). 


7. What gestures of the priest or the laity in the Sunday liturgy demonstrate "filial fear"? Why might Jesus' first 
words in His appearances after the Resurrection and in the vision of Revelation be "Be not afraid" or "Peace?" 


8. Professor Hahn reminds us that John accompanied Mary to the foot of the Cross. How many ways can you 
present in which the modem Catholic Christian accompanies Mary to the foot of the Cross on Calvary? 
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9. Why is seduction conquering the holiness of Israel considered idolatry? What specific sins in modern times 
could be called seduction or fornication and compared to idolatry ? 


10. Give as many examples as possible of the ways in which the Church makes the Real Presence of Jesus Christ 
in the Eucharist the central focus of worship, both public and private. 


11. Although "the Church does not primarily get entangled in politics or in policy regarding military and eco¬ 
nomic might," what current public statements from the Vatican and the Holy Father might be considered as 
advice to secular political, economic, or military leaders? 


12. How can we live the "theology of martyrdom" in today's world? 
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Tape three - Apocalyptic Liturgy in the Heavenly Temple 

(Chapters 4-5) 

This quotation captures the essence of chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation 

Sacrosanctum Concilium (December 4, 1963), Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy . Part 8: "In the earthly litur¬ 
gy, we take part in a foretaste of the heavenly liturgy which is celebrated in the holy city of Jerusalem toward 
which we journey as pilgrims where Christ is sitting at the right hand of God, Minister of the holies and the true 
tabernacle. With all the warriors of the heavenly army, we sing a hymn of glory to the Lord. Venerating the 
memory of the saints, we hope for some part and fellowship with them. We eagerly await the savior, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ until He, our Life, shall appear, and we will appear with Him in glory." 

Revelation is a Jewish apocalyptic" literary selection. At the time of Christ, it expresses a theology of creation, 
a theology of history. - It is, according to some scholars, the first theology of history that arose in any civiliza¬ 
tion. Prior to the Captivity, prior to 587 BC, when the Babylonians came and conquered Jerusalem and destroyed 
the Temple, the hope of Israel rested largely on the (a) Monarch / (b) Messiah like King David. In the suffering 
of ex >le, this hope began to shift and transform into the vision presented in Daniel 7. The hope became identi¬ 
fied with the heavenly Son of Man. This heavenly Son of Man was expected to be (a~) the same as / (b) more 
than the Davidic Messiah. He will do something more than establish a political, military kingdom on earth. He 
will usher in a new age. He will usher in the Messianic Age, known as the "age to come." 

This shift is not studied very often. This is tragic today, especially, because Catholics are not "ready" to face the 

-movement. This movement is capitalizing on the neglect of Catholics on eschatology 

and apocalyptic study. That material is (a) salvation / (b) creation spirituality, and it has a stress on the 'liturgy 
of the cosmos,' the use of crystals - things that have a limited validity. When these things are taken out of the 
context ol Catholic eschatology, they can lead to heresy. An aphorism: "Heresies represent the (a) "hank loans" 
/ (b) 'unpaid bills' of the Church." From the Magisterium's understanding of Catholic eschatology, in the 
Apocalypse/Revelation, there is a proper emphasis placed upon how to view creation in a Christ-centered way. 
We learn how to understand history, how to view material, physical reality as conveying heavenly realities and 

life. The-movement has counterfeited this interpretation and distorted the truth taken 

from the Catholic faith. It is very individualistic, political, materialistic; it ignores the sacramental, the liturgi¬ 
cal, the spiritual elements. Our interpretation of Revelation can sound like new age because it speaks of "new" 
heavens, "new" earth, "new" covenant, "new" age. They are (a) emphasizing / (b) neglecting what we have been 
(a) emphasizing / (h) neglecting . 

Revelation offers a vision of heaven established by the Son of (a) David / (hi Man . He is the Davidic Messiah, 
but He conquers through overcoming with His (a) Divinity / (b) Blood . This becomes a (a) Eucharist-centered 
/ (b) Christ-centered view of "the kingdom." But this view is a Cross-centered view of Christ. 

It is the sacrifice that makes the difference in history. The kingdom of heaven is the (a) visible / (b) invisible 
world of power and glory that is manifest to John in the spirit on the Lord's Day. It is first manifested in Jesus 
Christ. To accept Him is to accept God and the Kingdom of God. To reject Christ is to reject the kingdom of 

God. John also says that to reject the_is to reject the kingdom. If you have the King, you 

have the Kingdom; unless you reject His_Body. 

Luke 10:1 After this, the Lord appointed 70 others and sent them on ahead of Him two by two into every town 
and place where He Himself was about to come. And He said to them, "The han’est is plentiful, but the labor¬ 
ers are few. Pray therefore, the Lord of the han’est to send out laborers into His han’est. Go your way now; 
behold, I send you out as Iambs in the midst of wolves. 
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Wherever Christ is going to arrive. He prepares that place by sending (a) the Holy Spirit / (b) these apostle s. 
Some apocalyptic imagery in this passage: animal symbolism, harvest, as well as "the kingdom of God has come 
near to you." Apocalyptic literature is not the only place to go to learn of the nearness of God's (a) forgivenes s 
/ fh) kingdom . It is the ministry of Jesus, the apostles, and the Church to proclaim the nearness of God. 

Other imagery in Luke 10 that echoes Revelation (verse 10) Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, 
we wipe off against you. Nevertheless, know this: that the Kingdom of God has come near. Shaking off the dust 
of your sandals is a gesture of fat cleansing / (b) cursing in ancient times. The phrase does not sayC'damn you" 
but rather: "you have damned_because you rejected the King and the Kingdom." 

Even though the Apocalypse sounds momentous, cosmic and even catastrophic in its descriptions of events, the 
lines are not so easily drawn between white and black. In our own experience, this type of drama is really lived 
out in humdrum, ordinary things, things that are in reality attached to great risks. We are messengers sent out 
by Christ, we represent the King, we are the Kingdom, we try to prepare ourselves so that people will recognize 
(a) Christ / (b) the Kingdom . 

On the other hand, when people reject the Church, they reject-who founded it. Simply by 

preaching the Gospel, disciples put cities in the fa) most risky / (b) most hop eful of situations. People make eter¬ 
nal decisions when they decide how to respond to Christ and how to treat the messengers that Christ sends to 
them. [Luke 10:16 He who hears you, hears Me and he who rejects you, rejects Me. And he who rejects Me, 
rejects Him Who sent Me.] 

The seventy return with joy and tell of their victory over (a) non-believers / (b) de mons. Jesus' response to their 

victory over these_tells us how Jesus understands the ministry of the Church in history on 

earth. [Luke 10:18: / saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.] 

The apocalyptic drama is involved invisibly whenever we share our faith with others, proclaiming the Good 
News, denouncing fa) sin / fh) heresy . And then Jesus sees Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

What is important to the messenger, however, is not the sight of the demon falling, but the personal victory over 
the world, the flesh and the devil. Rejoice, says Jesus, that your names are written in-. 

Luke 10:21 At that very moment, he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit, and said 7 give you praise, bather, Lord oj 
heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and the learned you have revealed 
them to the childlike. Yes, Father, such has been your gracious will. _ 


What has been revealed? 

a. Divine __ 

b. A heavenly_ 

c. The King of_ 

d. Our authority over_ 

e. The Book of_wherein our names are written (eternity) 

f. Our ordinary daily efforts at evangelization bringing about the downfall of- 

Our tendency in studying Revelation/Apocalypse is to say that it is what is seen from the heavens, going on in 
eternity only. John's point is that his vision on the Lord's Day in the Spirit is going on all around us in time and 

space because the kingdom of__ is "in your midst." This message gives Revelation its 

importance and immediate liturgical setting. More than any other time in ordinary life, there is one event when 
this reality of John's vision is truly manifest and that time is in our (a) reading the Gospels / (b) celebrating litu rz 
gical worship . 
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THE COSMIC LITURGY 


Revelation 4:1 ff After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven, and a voice I 
had heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after 
this. At once I was in the spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. And 
the One Who sat there had the appearance of jasper and camelian. A rainbow resembling an emerald encir¬ 
cled the throne. 


Note: What is liturgy? Technically, the word 'liturgy' means Writ'of the peop^ 

So when we speak of the liturgy of the cosmos, we are speaking of the work of creation, the duty of creation to praise its 
maker, its work of praise and glory to God. 


This is for John the "sursum corda" - Christians join with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven: 

Lilt up your --; we lift them up to the Lord." Take a higher view, enter into a vision of what 

takes place in the cosmic liturgy. 

What does it mean to "be in the spirit?" The primary meaning is the (a) subjective feeling / (b) objective renli- 
ty of encountering God, with the angels and the saints, seeing His grandeur and majesty, his sovereignty. 

Jasper, carnelian, emeralds - These precious stones were worn by the_ _on his 

bicastplate in liturgical celebration. There are also references to them in Jewish literature as the precious stones 
in the Garden of £a).Edcn / (b) Gethsemane. The rainbow reminds the reader of Ezekiel's vision, and of the prom¬ 
ise of God to Noah as well. 

Scholars who study Revelation, tell us that in chapter 4 we have the liturgy of (a) creation / (hi redemption and 
in chapter 5 we have the liturgy of (a) creation / (h) redemption 

Revelation 4 focuses on the world as God made it. and as He renewed it after the Hood, signified by the sign of 
the covenant with (a) Adam / (b) Noah, the rainbow. So here in this vision is the old creation renewed and 
covenanted with Christ enthroned and a rainbow about his throne. Next chapter 4 presents the various creatures 
and entities, and their modes of participation in liturgical worship of our God. 


Rev 4:4-5 Surrounding the throne were 24 other thrones and seated on them were 24 elders. They were 
dressed in white (linen) and had crowns of gold on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, rum¬ 
blings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lampstands which are the churches are blazing. These 
are the seven spirits of God. Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. 


Most scholars refer to 1 Chronicles 24, 25, the description of the worship of the Jerusalem Temple. Each tribe 
contributed elders for the worship rites. These 24 men officiated and ministered in the sanctuary. This worship 
rite and organizational plan came from the visions of Moses on Sinai and shared with Aaron. They gave Israel 
the pattern of 24 ministers and 24 singers (1 Chronicles 25). Worship was luxurious in the Temple: Money, time 
and energy was spent on beauty and holiness in their liturgy: the best singers, the best music, the best wardrobes, 
etc. The intent is to give God the best in worship. This is John's message - the best in the heavenly liturgy. 

Elders is the word from which comes 'presbyter,' or in English '._They were dressed in 

white-, white linen was the garment of the (a) prophet / (b) priest . What is unique is the_, not the 

linen. This is the 'priest-king' - or royal priesthood, the status of the (a) Old / (b) New Covenant. God offered 
ancient Israel many times the prerogative of being a royal priesthood. Israel would choose only half of the bar¬ 
gain: the royalty without the priesthood. Kingship represented temporal power, economic wealth, military 
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might. Priesthood meant service, sacrifice, prayer, worship, things that secular, worldly people do not have much 

time for. John is telling those that read this chapter that royal authority comes from-- from 

service, not power. There is some evidence, from the 3rd and 4th century, that suggests that men like St. John 
and other apostles actually wore gold (a) vestments / (b) crowns on their heads when they officiated in liturgies 
as bishops. This symbolism was that they were earthly likenesses of the heavenly elders. 

a sea of glass, clear as crystal: John is not in the earthly temple, but in the heavenly temple 

Raphael Patai, Man and Temple, Chapter 4: "Symbolism and Function of the Temple" (Jewish scholar who 
researches ancient rabbis' interpretation of the symbolism of the ancient Temple, "The microscopic interpreta¬ 
tion of its minutest details [of the Temple]". One scholar. Gray, contended that Solomon's temple may have been 
built in accordance with cosmic speculation. The sages stated that the court surrounds the temple just as the sea 
surrounds the world. The temple of Herod was built of white and blue marble and alabaster, one set inwards, 
the other protruding. When Herod wanted to coat the walls with gold, the sages dissuaded him saying, 'let it be, 
it is more beautiful so, for it looks like the waves of the sea.’ The great brass laver, which is what John is talk¬ 
ing about in this verse, this brass sea, represented the waters of the sea, the surrounding of the world by water. 
The candlestick of pure gold signified the lights in the firmament. The winged cherubim represent the fowl that 
fly in the firmament of heaven. And the animal offerings that were presented by the priests represented the liv¬ 
ing creatures. One rabbi in the 2nd century said this, 'The tabernacle [then later the temple] was made to corre¬ 
spond to the creation of the world. The house of the holy of holies was made to correspond to the highest heav¬ 
en. The outer holy house, or the holy place, was made to correspond to the earth, and the courtyard was made 
to correspond to the sea. And the candlestick was made to correspond to the lights of heaven. The table oi the 
showbread was made to correspond to the earth, the showbreads were arranged to correspond to the Iruit ot the 
earth in two rows, six in a row, to correspond to the months of summer and winter. 

Josephus (1st century historian) The Antiquities of the Jews, "the three parts of the Temple, the courtyard, the 
holy place and the holy of holies, correspond to the three parts of the world, namely the sea. the land and the 
hiszhest heavens. Likewise the twelve loaves on the table of showbread correspond to the twelve months ol the 
year, the seven lamps upon the candlestick, the course of the planets of which that is the number. The veils, that 
divided the various parts of the Temple, were composed of four things and that signified the lour elements: 

Linen signified the_, out of which flax grows 

Purple signified the_, 

Blue signified the_or- 

Scarlet signified the- 

The twelve stones on the breastplate of the high priest corresponded to the twelve months or the twelve signs ol 
the zodiac. Although this is educated speculation, it is considered fairly sure that this is the way that John would 
have interpreted his own vision. 

Fr. Eugenio Corsini, The Apocalypse: the Perennial Revelation of Jesus Christ "Most commentators have 
noticed that this vision in Chapter 4 is an allegory of creation. The whole scene can be seen as a cosmology read 
with theological eyes, a way of viewing the whole world as a massive temple. 

p. 127 - "Commentators nowadays look to the 24 elders as taken from astronomic speculation, a double zodiac, 
the 24 stars of Babylonian speculations, the 24 heavens of the Pythagorian system. The four living beings, which 
are the Cherubim, refer more specifically to the earth - the four elements, the four winds, the zones of the earth. 
This appears correct, but we will not delve into such obscurities.' 

This creation theology may appear boring, both because of its unfamiliarity and its opposition to modern knowl¬ 
edge of the universe, but it displays the mystery of Christ in its system. 
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Revelation 4:6b tf. In the center around the throne there were four living creatures, and they were covered 
with eyes in front and in hack. The first living creature was like a lion. The second was like an ox. The third 
had a face like a man. The fourth was like a flying eagle. Each of the four living creatures had six wings, and 
was covered with eyes all around even under his wings. Day and night, they never stopped saying, "Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord God Almighty Who was and is and is to come. ” Whenever the living creatures give glory and 
honor and thanks to Him Who sits on the throne and Who lives forever and ever, the 24 elders then fall down 
before Him Who sits on the throne and worship Him Who lives forever and ever. The lay their crowns before 
the throne and say, You are worthy, our Lord and God to receive glory and honor and power for You created 
all things, and by Your will they were created and have their being”.. 


These are like the £a) cherubim / (b) seraphim in Ezekiel 1, and the (a) cherubim / (h) seraphim in Isaiah 6. Here 
the ang els are (a), saving; / (b) singing ; later on in chapter 4 and in 5, the redeemed are la) savine: / (h) sinviiw . 
This contrast is noted by several Johannine commentators. 

This liturgy is celebrating ( a) creation / (b) salvation . This chapter's focus is on the glory of (a) creation / (b) sal¬ 
vation. The celebration of (a) creation / (b) salvation comes in the next chapter. 

One of the most important things lacking in Christian interpretations of the Book of Revelation is an adequate 

understanding of the Old Testament Jerusalem_. Images and symbols in the book depend 

upon it for explanation. The understandings of it are close at hand for John and for John's readers. Biblical 
scholars note that John was able to get in to the trial of Jesus because he knew and was close to the high priest 
and his family. So for John, all the Temple architecture and furnishings, the liturgy and its ritual actions were 
familiar. So John's descriptions of the visions using Temple symbolism; however, modern readers must recreate 
the meaning of the symbols through study of the__ and the religion practiced there. 

Two books for further study: 

Father Hubert Lignee, The Living Temple, 1966 Palm Publishers (Montreal, Canada (in USA. Helicon Press) [A 
fascinating study of how God is constantly fashioning a temple in which to dwell in the midst of His people. 
And He uses the Temple to explain to His children the whole universe as their (a) church / (h) home 1 

Jean Cardinal Danielou, The Presence of God, (original French title: The Sign of the Temple Also published by 
Helicon Press, 1960) 


Margaret Barker, The Gate of Heaven: The History and Symbolism of the Temple in Jerusalem, published by 
SPCK, 1991. 

David Chilton, The Days of Vengeance "There is another aspect of the symbolism of the four living creatures 
that should be mentioned, their correspondence to the signs of the zodiac. The Biblical writers were familiar 
with the same system of constellations as that which we know today, except that the name of the eagle seems to 
have been substituted for that of the scorpion (scorpio). The reason for this may be that the ancient association 
between the scorpion and the serpent led Biblical writers to substitute the eagle in its place. Some scholars argue 
that all the way back to Abraham's day, instead of a scorpio there is the figure of an eagle in the Chaldean sys¬ 
tem. The faces of the cherubim in both Ezekiel and Revelation are the middle signs in the four quarters of the 

zodiac. The lion is-. The bull is_. The man is_, the waterer. The 

eagle is Scorpio. St. John lists them in counterclockwise order backward around the zodiac. 
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There is nothing occult about any of this. Indeed the Bible strongly condemns all forms of occultism, that is the 
desire for esoteric or autonomous wisdom apart from God. including astrological occultism. But this does not 
mean that the constellations themselves are evil, any more than pagan sun worship prohibits us from seeing the 

sun as a symbol of_, which it is in Psalm 19, Malachi 4, Luke 1, and other parts of the Bible. 

On the contrary, the constellations were created by God and manifest His glory (Psalm 19: 1-6). They are not 
simply random groups of stars. Nothing in God's universe is random, in the ultimate sense. Rather, eveiything 
has been specifically placed there by God. So the arrangement of the twelve tribes of Israel around the taber¬ 
nacle in Numbers 2 correspond to the order of the zodiac and the twelve signs of the- 

[Archeologists have uncovered synagogues going back to the 2nd century of the Common Era (AD) which 
include symbols of Solomon's Temple, and symbols of Moses, but inlaid in the floor is a mosaic of the zodiac.] 
The twelve signs of the zodiac correspond to the 12 tribes of Israel and the hope is that Israel is the beginning 
of a new world symbolized by (a) Israel / (b) the constellation.] 

"And like the cherubim, four of the [12] tribes of Israel represented the middle signs of each quarter, (a) Juda h 
/ (hi Beniamin was the Lion, (a! Simon / (b) Reuben was symbolized by the Man. (a) Ephraim / (b) G ad was 
the Bull. Dan was the Eagle. The reason for the correspondence between Israel and the stars is explained by 
Gordon Whenom: 'Scripture frequently refers to the celestial bodies as 'God's heavenly host.' [The word tor 
'host' in Hebrew, 'Sabaoth', literally means (a) angels/ (b) armies .I The (a) angels/(b) armies of Israel are called 
God's earthly host.' So, the earthly tabernacle was a replica of God's heavenly dwelling. Both were attended by 
the armies of the Lord: the angels and the people of Israel. Likewise, in Gen 37:9, Jacob and his sons are com¬ 
pared to the sun, moon and twelve stars. In another astrological symbol used by Luke, the birth of the Messiah 
was announced to the Magi by the (a) angels / (b) star. 


from the Navarre Bible (Four Courts Press, Dublin: 1993), p 61-2 

Christian tradition going back as far as St. Irenaeus has interpreted these four creatures as standing for the four 
evangelists because they "carry" Jesus Christ to men. The one with the face of man is St. Matthew, who starts 
his book with the human genealogy of Christ; the lion stands for St. Mark, his Gospel begins with the voice 
crying in the wilderness (which is where the lion's roar can be heard); the ox is the reierence to the sacrifices 
in the temple in Jerusalem, which is where St. Luke begins his account of Christs lite, and the eagle represents 
St. John, who soars to the heights to contemplate the divinity of the Word. 

The chant of the four living creatures is virtually the same as that which the prophet Isaiah heard the six-winged 
seraphim sing in his vision of God in the temple of the temple of Jerusalem (cf. Is 6:1-3). St. John changes the 
ending by bringing the new name of God which is an elaboration of the name "Yahweh." The four creatures 
(who, because there are four of them, stand for government of the entire universe) take the lead in worshipping 
and praising God; but they are joined by all the people of God, as represented by the twenty-four elders, that 
is, the Church victorious in heaven. They throw down their crowns to show that they realize their victory is 
due to God, and that all power belongs to him. Essentially what they are praising here is God as creator. By 
reporting this vision the author of the Apocalypse is inviting the pilgrim Church on earth to associate with the 
worship and praise offered God the creator in heaven.___ 


Satan and his demons have hijacked relative truths about the constellation. The way heresy works is by making 
absolute a relative truth, i.e., by making the zodiac an end in itself. Thus, the zodiac becomes not a sign of cre¬ 
ation that points us to Christ, but the ultimate source of wisdom so that people end up believing in the zodiac 
and rejecting Christ, or neglecting the revelation that God gives us in Christ and His Church. 
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The Protestant scholar Chilton mentions that the elders wore white linen and wore golden crowns and had beau¬ 
tiful thrones. On page 153, he says, 'This brings us to another point_We have already noted, in comments on 

Rev 3.20, several problems caused by the rationalistic tendencies of those groups that grew out of the 
Reformation. Unfortunately, it became common in those same groups to dispense with the elders' (a) badge / (hi 
r obe of office . Though the concern was for spirituality, the actual effects were to platonize doctrine and wor¬ 
ship, and to democratize government and ministry, further steps on the long, dusty road to reformed barrenness." 
[to platonize means 'to ignore the physical, bodily and material aspects of doctrine and worship'] The (a) phys¬ 
ical./ (b) spiritual is meant to be a sacrament of the (a) physical / (h) spiritual . In worship, kneeling and stand¬ 
ing and other gestures as well as liturgical garments create a unity between the (a) mind / fbf body and the spir¬ 
it. God created humans physically and spiritually. When we worship, there is a proper place for garments, fur¬ 
niture, gesture, color, song, word, for white, scarlet, purple, etc. 

The most powerful creatures in the universe are these four cherubim. They are very (a) exalted / (hi humbled 
by the majesty of God. We must remind ourselves that we worship through faith. We do not see what we wor¬ 
ship. They do. If we did, we would be even more humbled than the cherubim. What are these cherubim? 
Beasts? Animal in appearance only? Early Church Fathers wrestled with the issue of how to portray "pure spir¬ 
its." But Biblical texts explain angels in animal terms, in physical images. The most likely explanation that the 
early Fathers gave was that these angels represent the power behind (a) physical creation / (b) the spiritual uni¬ 
verse - They are depicted as animals, as follows: 

-signifies power and authority. _signifies strength. 

_signifies intelligence and wisdom. _signifies speed. 

The view of the universe, in antiquity and in the early Church, was that_were behind all the 

clouds, all the weather, all the motion, power and strength, and speed experienced from the animal realm. God 
was not seen as a clockmaker who, once He had made the universe and 'wound it up,' left it to its natural law 
consequences. 'Baal' worship of the first century focused on worshiping the forces of (a) nature / (b) spirits as 
impersonal forces. Ancient Israel understood that there were personal powers behind the forces of (a) nature /(b! 
spirits . 

In the past, Protestants and Catholics used to (a) agree / (b) disagree on views about the angels. Protestants, even 
Calvin and Luther, viewed angels as controllers of the motion of the whole world, and they believed that every¬ 
thing happening in nature around us in some way touches on the spiritual dimension of the universe. Calvin: 

All creatures are animated by_motion." This is a medieval and patristic view that can be 

traced all the way to ancient Israel. Calvin attributes the power, wisdom, speed and motion of nature to angelic 
control. 

Thus, humans take part in a liturgy of creation, surrounded by a vast multitude of angels who serve God by 
countless tasks all around, all the time. Science strips away the mystery of this elemental faith fact with its dis¬ 
covery of "natural laws" and rational analysis of physical and biological phenomenon. 


Revelation 5:1 Then / .van’ on the right hand of Him Who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides. 


The word for scroll is biblion or (a) parchment / (b) book from which comes the word Bible. What else had writ¬ 
ing on both sides?-(Ex 32:15). When God engraved the commandments 

on stone tablets, there was writing on both sides. There (a) is not / (b) is a relationship between the scroll and 
the Ten Commandments. This says that there is something about the Old Covenant which is unfulfilled by the 
time of (a) Christ / (b) the early Church. 
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Revelation 5:1 Then I saw on the right hand of Him Who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides 
and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break 
the seals and open the scroll?" But no one on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside 
it. / wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. _ 


It's hard to know for sure what this scroll and seals are. One scholar argues that this is the way that legal testa¬ 
ments were conveyed in the first century; a testament always had seven seals on it - a covenant sign. But there 
is scanty evidence to back this up. If this were correct, however; the interpretation would mean that this was a 
testament, covenant, and only (a) a member of th e Sanhedrin / (b) Christ could open it. 

This connects Revelation 4 and 5. The Old Creation is governed by God according to an administration (called 
an "economia" by the early Fathers). The Old Creation from Genesis 1 is governed by God through the Old 
Covenant. The Old Covenant corresponds to the Old Creation, the old heavens and the old earth, and the way 
in which man was created in it before sin. But there is something incomplete about the old creation, mainly 

because of_. So creation "groans and travails" (Romans 8) because it isn't able to attain its goal, 

its ultimate purpose because of man’s rebellion against God. 

Man, as the crown of creation, was supposed to rule over creation as a sort of king. When Adam rebelled, cre¬ 
ation no longer "worked." This is the significance of the scroll, the covenant with God. Mere man cannot open 
it nor understand its contents. The Ten Commandments administered the Old Covenant with its writing on both 
sides. The_Covenant will require more than a mere man to open its writing on both sides. 

John is saying that the content of scroll is absolutely essential for the world to achieve its end. 

Rev 5:5 Then one of the elders aid to me, "Do not weep. For lo! The Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the root of 
David has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals. _ 


The Lion (Genesis 49) is fal Jesus / (h) Judah . Genesis 49 has the blessing by Israel (Jacob) to his 12 sons. As 
he blesses them, he gives a prophetic oracle predicting what each will become as they become twelve tribes. In 
Genesis 49:8, Jacob has already blessed the first three sons: Reuben, Simeon and Levi. Theirs are not really 

blessings._is "preeminent in pride, preeminent in power and unstable as water. You shall 

not have preeminence." Jacob withholds the authority that belongs to the firstborn from him because he is too 

proud, arrogant, and violent. About_and-, sons two and three, Jacob 

says "weapons of violence are their swords. Oh my soul, come not into their counsel. Oh my spirit, be not joined 
into their company." So Jacob-Israel withholds the blessing of the first-born from sons two and three also. So 
who will get the blessing of the first-born? 


Genesis 49:8 Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your 
father's sons shall bow down before you. Judah is a lion's whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He 
stooped down; he crouched as a lion, and as a lioness; who dares rouse him up? The scepter shall not depart 
from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from benveen his feet, until he comes to whom it belongs. And to him, King 
Messiah, shall be the obedience of the peoples, binding his fold to the vine, and his ass's colt to the choice vine; 
he washes his garments in wine and his vesture in the blood of grapes. His eyes shall be red with wine and his 
teeth white with milk. _ 
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Rabbis always saw the until he comes prophecy as belonging to the Messiah King who would come from the 

tr ‘ be °f-and until he came, the ruler's staff would always be between the feet of some 

(a) Israelite / (b) Judahite king. Early Church Fathers used this passage as an allegory of the passion of 

-. So, in Revelation 5: 5, Lo the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the root of David has triumphed . 

it refers to the Old Testament where Jacob's blessing is given to Judah as royal authority. Thus the tribe of Judah 
produces the (a) priests / (b) kings of Israel. 

In Revelation , John reports that he hears someone is worthy, the King of Kings, the lion of Judah, predicted in 
Genesis. The striking irony is that as John turns to view this lion, he sees a_. 


Revelation 5:6 Then I saw a Lamb looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne. [OR] 
Then I saw a lamb, standing as though it had been slain in the center of the throne encircled by the four liv¬ 
ing creatures and the elders. 


Scholars suggest that standing as though it had been slain (one possible rendering of the Greek) is another way 
of saying that this Lamb is the one of the continual (or eternal) burnt offering, the (a) yearly / (hi daily sacrifice 
°* (a) evening / (b) morning. "Standing" was another way of expressing continuity [as today's "standing invi¬ 
tation"]. However, Professor Hahn believes that this refers instead to the_Lamb. This is 

the same Lamb as in John’s Gospel, the Lamb of_. Ancient rabbis viewed the Passover Lamb 

and the daily morning offering lamb as (a) one and the same / (h) different . 

So the King, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, is really a_, looking as if_. The 

significance of this vision is our_, our_. Christ, like the 24 elders is 

priest and king, but unlike the twenty-four elders, he is also (a) prophet / (bi victim . And His status as 
-is continual, perpetual - He always presents himself before his Father in heaven, in the pres¬ 
ence of all the angels and elect in heaven as the sacrifice offered for our salvation. He is worthy to be King, to 
be Priest, because He fulfilled the Covenant of (a) Creation / (b) Redemption . Christ has undergone the neces¬ 
sary sacrifice, required to transform the Old Creation into the New Creation. 


Revelation 5:6 ff He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God which are sent out 
into all the earth. He came; He took the scroll from the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. And when 
He had taken it, the four living creatures and the 24 elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp 
and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 


Horn is a sign of (a) evil /(b) power . (Seven refers to the covenant.) 

The Catholic Mass: Sacrosanctum Concilium says that in the Eucharistic sacrifice we participate in this heaven¬ 
ly liturgy described by John in Revelation. The first half of the Mass, the Liturgy of the (a) Word / (h) Eucharist , 
corresponds to the praise and the thanksgiving of (a) creation / (b) redemption . But at a turning point in the 
Mass, corresponding to the turning point in Revelation 5, the liturgy moves from its focus on God the (a) Creator 
/(b) Redeemer to worship God (a) Creator / (b) Redeemer . In the Eucharist is the same sacrifice as when Christ 
was sacrificed on Calvary 'once for all' Both Hebrews 8 and Revelation 5 give the explanation for this 'once for 
all' and 'continual' at the same time. 

Hebrews 8:1-3 Now the point in what we are saying is this, we have such a high priest, one who is seated at 
the right hand of the throne of the majesty in heaven, a minister in the sanctuary, and the true tent, which is set 
up not by man, but by the Lord. For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices. Hence it is nec¬ 
essary for this priest to have something to offer. 
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Christ is in heaven, enthroned along with the Father, and at the same time He is ministering in the true tent - the 
heavenly tabernacle. He rules as King: He ministers as Priest, which means he offers gifts and (a) prophesies ./ 
(hi sacrifices . If he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, because he is not from the tribe of (a) Judah, 
/ (b~) Levi . And on earth, the offering would be an (a) huma n / (b) animal sacrifice. But Christ is not from the 
tribe of <a) Judah. / (b) Levi , and he is not on earth celebrating his priestly ministry. He is from the tribe of (a) 
Judah. / (b) Levi , he is a priest-king, and he is celebrating in heaven [in eternity]. His sacrifice is 
_looking as a lamb who^still looks slain. He (a) is / (b) is not still suffering or dying. [In eter¬ 
nity] He is still offering_up as priest-king and paschal---• 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 5:5 Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us; therefore, we have to keep the 
feast. 

Revelation 5:7 He came and took the scroll from the right hand of Him Who sat on the throne [from His own 
Father] When He had taken it, the four living creatures and the 24 elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one 
had a harp and they were holding bowls full of incense which are the prayers of the saints. _ 


Our worship liturgy, the Mass, should be rich with vestments and gold and great circumstance (gesture, bow¬ 
ing, kneeling, etc. and music). Another good example of this is the Byzantine rituals such as vespers as 
well as the Roman rites fully experienced. Prayers and songs and readings interspersed with gesture, body 
movement are important parts of the worship. Even the sense of smell is involved with incensing of the altar 
and the lighting of beeswax candles. Much of this is lost on us today. Expressing praise and worship and 
thanksgiving to God should involve getting dressed up, gesturing and greeting one another, singing and 
moving and seeing and smelling and physically participating in liturgy. Liturgy is a WORK of the people. 
People work in clothing, with gestures, with voice and sight and hearing and involvement. _ 


Hahn: "[Bowing] is the one thing that we do in our lives to express homage before God. Where else in 
American culture do we express veneration in a physical way? We really believe that's Almighty God, the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the root of David, the Iximb, standing [or continually] there looking as though 
it has been slain before the Father for our salvation." _ 


Many modern churches in America are built for Western rationalist worship, a worship of the mind without 
the body. We have taken out kneelers and other aids which remind us that we are human, body and mind, 
soul and Spirit within us. Standing in American culture is a gesture of respect. Americans stand for judges 
and the president. But in our worship, we are speaking to God . Question for Liturgists and parishioners: 
How much time, energy and money should be spent on worship: music, singing, materials, altar cloths, 
purificators, candles, planning physical participation of the people? The rich expression of faith in God 
should involve time, energy, money and the body and rational soul. _ 


Golden bowls of incense which are the prayers of the saints reminds us that incense is to help us focus on join¬ 
ing our prayers with the prayers of the saints in heaven. The senses enable our souls to be elevated - it isn't just 
aesthetics, it's sacramentality. 

And they sang a new song...A new song is sung whenever a new (a) miracle / (b) deliverance is wrought by the 
Lord. A new song was sung by Moses at the Red Sea after its parting during the Exodus. A new song is sung 
by David whenever the Lord delivers him from his foes. But this new song in Revelation, the new song of the 
New Covenant, will always be new, hundreds of years after it was sung for the first time. 
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Revelation 5:9 You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals because you were slain, and with your 
blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. You have made them 
to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on (a) heaven / (b ) earth . 


This is a revolutionary phrase or clause for Catholic Christians in the 20th Century. Secular life is important as 
well as spiritual life. We need to sanctify secular life with our spiritual strengths. While we live on earth, we 
should be reigning. As we suffer, we reign on earth. The mode of suffering is embracing the cross. The way we 
go about conquering, overcoming, reigning is by imitating the Lamb in His suffering. 

Revelation 5:11-13 Then / looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands 
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders, and in 
a loud voice, they sang, "Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 
strength and honor and glory and praise. Then / heard every creature in heaven and on earth, and under the 
earth, and on the sea, and all that is in them, singing, "To him who sits on the throne and to the lamb be praise 
and honor and glory and power forever and ever." The four living creatures said "Amen." The elders fell down 
and worshipped. 


This is what we should be giving to Christ: Besides honor and glory and praise, give him power, wealth, wis¬ 
dom, and strength. The world is filled with power, the nations are full of wealth - it all belongs to Jesus. We 
have to convince the world that the only way to establish peace and justice is through the kingship of Jesus 
Christ. This means that we give our power, wealth, strength and wisdom to Him. This is our vocation as lay 
people to recognize the "worthiness" of Jesus Christ. These are His Crown Rights as King of Peace and 
Redeemer. 

All of Revelation 5 is written into the fabric of our Catholic liturgy. Whenever we hear the priests say, "Lift up 
your hearts" and we respond, "We lift them up to the Lord," we need to recognize the reality that surrounds us, 
invisibly and really. We are in the very presence of God upon His throne, surrounded by all His creation, angels, 
elders, and saints. We share their worship of God with them. 


Professor Hahn 

"From Revelation 6 onward, it is this liturgical worship, the prayers, chants, and songs, that release the seals, 
blow the trumpets, and cause the world to come to Christ. Ultimately, it is in our worship, prayer and song that 
we hold the key to history. Ultimately, everything flows from the altar. Everything stems from the Eucharist. 
Everything is rooted and grounded in Christ and His sacrifice, on the cross and as it is renewed in the Holy 
Eucharist. That is where we draw the supernatural strength to perform all of our natural work. The throne of 
Christ and His altar [are] one and the same thing.This is the center of the universe." 

"[Everything] that happens, every minute detail that occurs, occurs because Christ has ordained it from the 
throne. There are no accidents. God is sovereign. He has ordained whatsoever comes to pass. (Eph 1)" 


All that happens is what Christ has decreed. Even our worst sins are all part of a plan whereby he will be glo¬ 
rified and he will share that glory with us. We must remind ourselves of that continually to avoid feeling defeat¬ 
ed before the world and before our own struggle with sin. 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Three 

1. The Davidic Messiah, Jesus, conquers through the sacrifice of His Blood, which centers our worship on His 
Eucharistic sacrifice. How are Catholic Christians called to imitate Jesus in a "eucharistic sacrifice" of their lives 
today? 


2. Professor Hahn suggests that wherever Christ is going to arrive. He prepares that place by sending apostles 
ahead of Him. Who are today's apostles preparing us for the coming of Christ? 


3. The ancient Temple in Jerusalem had many symbols of the earth and Jewish history (spiritual, political and 
military as well as religious) in it. What symbols do most churches have to remind Catholics of their spiritual 
and religious heritage and responsibilities? 


4. What architectural or decorative details in your parish church suggest (a) the way in which the Catholic should 
view creation and mankind and (b) Jesus as Lord of history, religion and faith? 


5. How does the modem use of Zodiac symbols represent creation in any inappropriate manner? How can 
Catholics respond to the use of Zodiac symbols in a Christ-centered manner? 
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6. Professor Hahn suggests that we ignore the physical, bodily and material aspects of doctrine and worship to 
our peril. How do the vestments of the priest and altar servers, as well as the clothing of the congregation on 
Sundays represent the Day of the Lord? What does this say about how Christians should be attired for the cel¬ 
ebration of the Eucharist? 


7. Why must keeping the feast as Paul suggests include attending the Eucharistic celebration each week on the 
Lord's Day and receiving Holy Communion? 


8. What does it mean for us to "Lift up your hearts" in the liturgy at Sunday liturgy? How can we do this out¬ 
side the Sunday liturgy? 
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Tapp four - The Covenant Scroll in the Hea venly Courtroom 

(Chapters 6-7) 

God (al did / (bl did not cancel his covenant with Old Testament Israel. Because Israel is in the covenant, Israel 
experienced the curses of the covenant. The destruction of Jerusalem, reflected in Revelation , is the enforcement 
of the covenant. In one sense, Israel submitted their resignation from the covenant when they did not accept 
Jesus as the Messiah planned by God. They wanted a political, military, earthly leader instead. But God does 
not accept their resignation because they are bound by oath. The oath that binds them goes all the way back to 
the Fathers, the Patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) that cannot be recanted. A mysterious force and pres¬ 
ence abides within Israel because of that. It is God's oath. 

Review 

Revelation 1 : Jesus Christ is the Lord of the (a) Old / (b) New Covenant, and he is also the fulfillment of the 
tat Old / (b) New Covenant. The (a) Old / (b) New Covenant transforms the (a) Old / (b) Ne w Covenant. 

Revelation 2 and 3: In letters to the seven churches, Jesus Christ expresses the stern message of the (a) Old / (b) 
New Covenant, i.e., holiness - or else! His warnings are drawn from the (a) Old / (b) New Testament, from 
Salvation History, and from the prophets. This theme is very similar to the message of Paul in the Book of 

_. in Chapter 11, Paul is very concerned that the Gentiles seeing the hardening of the Jews may 

understand that this is cause for (a) pride / (b) "holy fea r." 


(a) Galatians / (h) Romans 11:13 - Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to 
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry in order to make my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. For 
if their rejection means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but life from the dead? 
If the dough offered as first fruits is holy, so is the whole lump; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. But 
if some of the branches were broken off, and you, a wild olive shoot, were grafted in their place to share the 
richness of the olive tree, do not boast over the branches. If you do boast, remember that it is not you that sup¬ 
port the root, but the root that supports you. You will say, "Branches were broken off so that I might be gi aft- 
ed in." That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you standfast only through faith. So 
do not become proud, but stand in awe. For if God did not spare the natural branches, then neither will he 
spare you. Note, then, the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's 
kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness; otherwise you too will be cut off. And even the others, 
if they do not persist in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again. For if 
you have been cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated 
olive tree, how much more will these natural branches be grafled back into their own olive tree. Lest you be 
wise in your own conceits, I want you to understand this mystery, brethren: a hardening has come upon part of 
Israel, until the full number of the Gentiles come in, and so all Israel will be saved. _ 


So Paul ministers to the Jews Cal directly / (b) indirectly through ministering to Gentiles. If their rejection has 
opened the gospel to reach Gentiles, imagine what will be when Jews want to return to God's covenant through 
Jesus His Christ. Then will come the unity of God's family - Jews and Gentiles together in Christ. That will be 
'life from the dead.' 
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The dough, the root (of the olive tree) stands for__ who have 

sanctified the whole lump. 

The picture of Israel from the Old Testament as an olive tree comes from (a) Wisdom literature / (b) the Prophets . 
Those who are (a).still growing / (b) broken off means the Jews who did not accept Jesus. 

The wild shoot stands for the_. 

When Paul says to boast about the root, he is speaking about_, 

Paid is concerned about the salvation of all Israel, including the (a) paeans / (b) Gentiles into God's family. 

Revelation 7 refers to a 'remnant' (the 144.000) who are 12.000 from each of the 12_of Israel. 

God is going to maintain 'a remnant' from the 12 tribes. In addition to this remnant, Revelation 7:9 says. After 
this 1 looked, and behold! A great number from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb. So these are alongside the remnant 144.000 from all peoples. This mys¬ 
tery of the New Covenant is that God has restored His human family: la) Jews / (hi Gentiles first, and then (a) 
Jews / (b) Gentiles also. These letters to the churches in Revelation 2 and 3 are stem warnings to (a) Jewish / 
(b) Gentile believers who are now a part of the olive tree. 

Therefore, there is no justification for an anti-Semitic reading of any section of the New Testament, including 
the Book ol the Apocalypse. Whatever judgment came upon the Jews came upon them not because they were 

Jews, but because ol their-.. So what happens in 70 AD is what God pledged to do in 

the covenant, the curses applied in fulfillment for_ 


Revelation 4 and 5 calls these seven churches, along with St. John, to enter heaven through the liturgy to wor¬ 
ship at the throne ol God. This worship (a) is / ( h) is not of both the Creator and the Redeemer. Jesus Christ is 
enthroned with the rainbow over his throne to symbolize the (a) old / (h) new creation and Jesus Christ is also 
the Lamb, the Passover. 

The Gentiles will participate in the worship of the (a) Old / (b) New Jerusalem. They will also witness the hor¬ 
rendous judgments administered by heaven against the unfaithful of the (a) Old / (h) New Covenant on earth. 
God is both merciful and severe, says Revelation. 

Revelation 6 and 7 present the seven seals that are the binders on the (a) door / (h) hook that no one could open. 
It had writing on both sides like the tablets of the Law. In the first century culture of Greco-Roman society, 
scrolls or books often had 7 seals. Typically, as R. H. Charles and other scholars point out, the document thus 

sealed is a --. A covenant document such as this was designed to bequeath an inheritance 

upon a death. Charles points out that back in ancient Roman law, when this document was sealed, as a last will 
and testament, there were_(number) witnesses, each of whom would put his own seal on the doc¬ 

ument scroll along with the testator of the document. So upon the death of the testator, that was the time that 
the document was broken open. The seals would be removed. Then the covenant would be put into effect. This 
is a much more plausible interpretation of how the scroll of Revelation 5 is connected to the seven seals in 
Revelation 6 and 7. 


The covenant document of Revelation 5 is sealed with seven seals which no one can open. Only the testator 
has authority over it, and it is only valid when he dies. At that point, it is legally binding and must be executed. 
The moment when this takes effect in the Apocalypse is when John looks to behold the Lion of the Tribe of Judah 

and sees the Lamb looking as though it has been_. So, because the King has offered up His life in 

this holy sacrifice as testator, and He is the one who sealed this last will and testament with His own blood, He 
is worthy to break open the seal and to announce what this means for all those who are in his family, those who 
are in line to receive the inheritance. The faithless sons of the family discover that this testament only records 
-for them. The faithful sons of the family discover that they will inherit_. 
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Immediately in Revelation 8 and 9 there are 7_- Then an interlude in 11 and 12 is followed by 

the seven cups (or bowls) of wrath poured out. There is a series of sevens: seals, trumpets, bowls. These bowls 
were most likely the ones that were used in the libation offerings by the priests poured out upon the altar, either 

0 f_ or 0 f_The significance of the sevens comes from God's covenant. The Old 

Covenant is administered through human mediators, while the New Covenant is that same covenant mediated by 

_. The New Covenant is still new even though 2000 years old because the mediator 

is divine as well as human and ever new, ever being begotten by his father. It is as new as God is eternal. 

Deuteronomy 27 describes the ratification of the_with disobedient Israel through Moses at the 

end of the forty years of wandering. The Levites, who are the priestly tribe, put Israel under a--• 

That is what oath-swearing or covenant-making means. A sworn oath involves self-malediction or self- 

_. It is the same as saying "I'll be damned if I am faithless." In Deuteronomy 29 and 

30, Yahweh tells Israel through Moses that they will not keep the covenant until scattered to all the nations, 
exiled, defeated, sold into slavery. When, in humiliation, Israel cries out for a new (a) covenant/ (b) heart , then 
God will give it. 

This is repeated in Revelation. As the curses come for their disobedience, the people discover just how needy 
they are. So the purpose behind these curses is_, the rehabilitation of wayward children. 

And "seven"? The verb to swear an oath in Hebrew, "shevah," literally means to seven oneself, to put oneself 

under a_if the oath is not carried out. What lies behind the seven seals, trumpets, bowls of 

wrath in Revelation is the three mentions of "sevenfold" from the Old Testament in the Book of 

_ ? the threefold warning. Chapter 26 of that book is not a typical chapter, but the 

bone-chilling, spine-tingling chapter of the Law of Moses, the Covenant Curse Chapter. It mentions sword, 
pestilence, famine. This three-fold warning of the sevenfold vengeance is the And "seven"? The verb to swear 
an oath in Hebrew, "shevah," literally means to seven oneself, background for what is happening in Revelation 
6 ff. when the people of Old Testament Israel refuse and reject the Messiah and then persecute His followers 
(Apostles, disciples, etc.). The Covenant curses come upon them. Seven seals, seven trumpets, and then the 
seven bowls of wrath. 

Sequence and imagery in Revelation 6 to compare with Leviticus 26 and Zechariah 1, 6 

Revelation 6:1 Now 1 saw when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living 

creatures say, as with a voice of thunder, "Come!" And I saw and behold a white horse, and its rider had a bow; 

and a crown was given to him, and he went out conquering and to conquer. 


Some scholars (like Chilton) argue that this is Christ; others argue that it is the anti-Christ. The interpretation is 

unimportant. Hahn believes that this is the first of the four curses, in this case,-■» *- e -» 

defeat, warfare. The background for these first four seals is in the Book of Zechariah, chapters 1 and 6. 


Zechariah l:8ff. / saw in the night, and behold, a man riding upon a red horse! He was standing among the 
myrtle trees in the glen and behind him were red, sorrel and white horses. Then I said, "What are these, my 
lord?" The angel who talked with me said, "I'll show you what they are." So the man who was standing among 
the myrtle trees answered, "These are they whom the Lord has sent to patrol the earth." And they answered the 
angel of the Lord who was standing among the myrtle trees, "We have patrolled the earth, and behold, all of the 
earth remains at rest." Then the angel of the Lord said, "Oh Lord of hosts, how long wilt thou have no mercy 
on Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, against which thou hast had indignation these 70 years." _ 
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The red horse mentioned is the (a) first / (b) second horse in Revelation 6. Zechariah's vision is comina at the 

end of-years of Babylonian exile. These years of captivity were sent as covenant curses just as the 

prophets had forewarned. These four horsemen - angels - correspond to the angelic messengers who patrol the 
earth to discern where in history are we in regards to the covenant of God's people with the Lord. In Zechariah's 
time, the 70 years are 'up' and the curse has been exhausted. But the question is, have the people of God 

-? Daniel in chapter 9 will discover that_years of punishment were not enough 

and so God decrees 70 sevens, 490 years' punishment of captivity and exile to get rid of the sin in Israel. 


Zechariah 6:1 And again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four chariots came out from between two 
mountains; and the mountains were mountains of bronze. The first chariot had red horses, the second black 
horses, the third white horses, and the fourth chariot dappled gray horses. Then 1 said to the angel who talked 
with me, "What are these, my Lord?" And the angel answered me, "These are going forth to the four winds of 
heaven after presenting themselves before the Lord of all the earth." 


These four horses' colors correspond to the colors in Revelation 6, the famous Four Horsemen of the 
-There follows the description of how they (a) punish / (b) patrol the earth. 


Zechariah 6:11 ff. Take from them silver and gold, and make a crown, and set it upon the head of Yeshua, the 
son of Jehozedak, the high priest and say to him, "Thus says the Lord of hosts, 'Behold, the man whose name is 
the Branch: for he shall grow up in his place, and he shall build the temple of the Lord." 


Yeshua is La) Jesus / (b) Joshua in the Greek, and (a) Jesus / lb) Joshua in the Hebrew. 

-becomes a title for the Messiah. This priest, named Yeshua, is given a_ 

ancl a -a 'priest-king.' This corresponds somewhat to a priest back in Zechariah's day - a high 

priest named Joshua. In reality, the royal priesthood of Joshua (a) was / (h) was never established. All of this 
points forward to Revelation 4-7, where the four horsemen go forth patrolling the earth and introduce the real 
high priest, the priest-king, the true Yeshua, Jesus, enthroned and crowned in heaven and earth. 


Revelation 6:3-7 When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, "Come!" And out 
came another horse, bright red; its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that men should slay 
one another; and he was given a great sword. When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature 
say, "Come!" And / .vaiv, and behold, a black horse, and its rider had a balance in his hand; and I heard what 
seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, "A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three 
quarts of barley for a denarius; but do not harm oil and wine!" When he opened the fourth seal, / heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature say, "Come!" And I saw, and behold, a pale horse, and its rider's name was 
Death, and Hades followed him and they were given power over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and 
with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. 


The second horseman dispenses the second of the curses from Leviticus 26,_. The third 

horseman brings the third curse,_. However, the oil and wine refer to what is going on in 

the-. The final curse is__ and pestilence is an additional cause 

of this. This same sequence is also found in the book of the prophet_. All of chapter 14 

describes the idolatry of the elders in Jerusalem. He urges them to repent, but only some do, not enough. 
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_14:12 ff. The word of the Lord came to me, "Son of Man, when a land sins against me 

by acting faithlessly, and I stretch out my hand against it, and break its staff of bread and send famine upon it, 
and cut off from it man and beast, even if these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, were in it, they would but 
deliver but their own lives by their righteousness," says the Lord God... For thus says the Lord God, How 
much more when 1 send upon Jerusalem my four sore acts of judgment: sword, famine, evil beasts and pesti¬ 
lence, to cut from it man and beast. ”__ 


is coming under judgment here. If there is one Old Testament book that the Book of 

Revelation follows, in sequence, blow for blow, chapter after chapter, it is the book of-• And 

if there is one message from there, it is the curse of the Covenant upon-, which is 

described as "the harlot." 

Ezekiel 2:8 "But you, Son of Man, hear what I say to you. Be not rebellious like that rebellious house. Open 
your mouth and eat what I give you." And when I looked, and behold, a hand was stretched out to me and lo, 
a written scroll was in it; and he spread it before me and it had writing on the front and on the back. And theie 
were written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. And he said to me, "Son of Man, eat what is 
offered to you; eat this scroll and go speak to the house of Israel." So I opened my mouth and he gave me the 
scroll to eat and he said to me, "Son of Man, eat this scroll that / give you and fill your stomach with it." Then 
1 ate it and it was in my mouth, and it was as sweet as honey. _ 


Then the Lord sends him to prophesy against the rebellious house of Israel and so he does. Chapter 4 describes 

a brick model that portrays a city. _, which is placed under siege. This same punishment 

comes upon Jerusalem when it falls in_AD. This is the same description that Revelation 6 and 7 

contains. John knows that the images he is seeing in vision are taken from Old Testament contexts where God 
sets his face in judgment against the city of-• 

Israelites were faithless before the Babylonian captivity which began in 587 BC. For seventy years they were 
supposed to repent, but didn't. And so God decrees, through Daniel, 70 sevens more years - a second instance 
where the seven-fold curse is spoken. And at the end of that, the Messiah will appear. And hopefully then Israel 
will repent. But even then they don't repent. [Jesus is rejected and crucified.] And so the third and final curse 
in seven-fold form comes upon them - Jerusalem is destroyed. 

There is a parallel between Revelation 6 and the Synoptic Gospels: Matthew-, Mark-, and 

Luke_. (chapter numbers). These four chapters in the New Testament all describe the same thing, the 

apocalypse (revelation) or prophecy of Jesus (a) before / (b) after His arrest. 

Revelation 6:9 When He opened the fifth seal, / saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for 
the Word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy 
and true, how long before Thou wilt judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell upon the earth? _ 


Here is the classic proof text for the intercession of the-in heaven. It shows them in heaven in 

solidarity with us in suffering, concerned about us and about the cause of the covenant for which they suffered. 

These souls are under the altar in this vision because the altar was where the sacrificial--- was 

poured out in ancient Jerusalem. It would gather under the altar. In the Old Testament, the blood of any crea¬ 
ture was__ So in this vision, John says, wherever the Christian dies, they are offered up as a 

living sacrifice at the true altar. And their blood mingles with the earth in just the same way that Abel's blood 
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mingles with the earth (Genesis) after Cain slew him. And what does God say to Cain? -"Behold your broth¬ 
er's blood cries out from the earth!" 

Interpretations of Revelation about the "four corners of the earth": Jews knew that the earth was round. The rea¬ 
son for describing the earth as having four comers is that the image of the earth in scripture is that of an 

-, which has four comers, with four horns (one at each corner). The whole earth is one big 

-where God's people learn to sacrifice themselves. God wants us to (a) live for / (b) die to our¬ 
selves. To symbolize how God is able to take a sacrifice on earth and sublimate it, transfer its location into heav¬ 
en, the slaughtered animal was burned. The tire that was used to burn up the sacrificial victims was always "the 
holy fire," always burning in the Temple. 

The Early Church Fathers interpreted all this in a certain way. The animals symbolized (a) the Jews / (hi the 
Christians, the altar symbolizes (a) the earth / (b) heaven . When (a) the Jews / (h) the Christians offer up their 
lives to the Lord upon the earth, then the Fire of God, in the Holy Spirit, takes them up so that they can ascend 
as a holocaust (an "ascending offering") up to heaven. And so the blood that we shed upon the earth, the four 
corners of the earth s altar, cries out to the Lord, along with our prayers, for God's vindication, His judgment. 
The true altar is (a) heaven / (b) earth, and the true offering is every saint is offering up himself, who gives 

-- ("martoria") to God's Faithfulness. So these saints under the altar in Revelation 6 cry out to 

God to vindicate His Own Holiness in the same way as the ancient sacrifices did. 

Revelation 6:11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer until the number of 
their fellow servants and their brethren should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 
When he opened the sixth seal, I looked and behold, there was a great earthquake. And the sun became black 
as sackcloth. The full moon became like blood. And the stars of the sky fell to earth, as the fig tree sheds its 
winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished tike a scroll that is rolled up and every mountain and 
island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great men and the generals and the rich 
and the strong, and everyone, slave and free, hid in the caves and among the rocks in the mountains, calling to 
the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us! And hide us from the face of Him who is seated on the throne! And from 
the wrath of the Lamb!" So the great day of the wrath has come and who can stand before it? 


The white robe mentioned here was the uniform of a (a) prophet /(b) priest . It was made of white linen. These 
martyrs are told to reign with Christ, and they are given white linen so that they can reign as Christ does. 

This language is found elsewhere in the New Testament, when Our Lord, enroute to Calvary, after false accusa¬ 
tions, false trial, false judgment, to die, is carrying His Cross, and meets the women of Jerusalem. 


Luke 23:27 And there followed Him a great multitude, and of women who bewailed and lamented Him. But 
Jesus, turning to them said, "Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For behold the days are coming when they will say, blessed are the barren and the wombs that never 
bore, and the breasts that never gave suck. Then they will begin to say to the mountains, "Fall on us!" and to 
the hills "Cover us!" For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry? 


The women of Jerusalem think they are lamenting a man who is (a) innocent / (b) guilty. "When the wood is 
green" refers to all the graces God is giving them in the (a) Old Testament / (hi Messiah . "When it is dry" refers 

to the time after Jesus when God's_is taken away. So in all these prophecies can be seen imagery 

drawn straight from the divine curses of the divine covenant made with the People of God. That Covenant is 
architecturally established in the Temple of_, the Holy City, which was once holy. 
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Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 all record the "little Apocalypse," the so-called Olivet discourses, which cor¬ 
respond to John's__ the Book of Revelation. The identical images and events in Revelation 

6:1-17 occurs in the other three chapters of the synoptics in the same sequence, especially the (a) first two / (bj 
first four seals. 


1. In Revelation 6, the first horse went to_, bringing war. 


Matthew 24: 6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed. 

2. In Revelation 6, the second horse went out with the . bringing international strife. 

Matthew 24:7 For nation shall rise against nation. And kingdom against kingdom. 

3. In Revelation 6:5-6, the third horse went out, bringing and 

Matthew 24:7(b): There will he famines and earthquakes in various places. All this is hut the beginning of 
the birth pangs. Then they will deliver you up to tribulation, and put you to death. And you will be hated by 
all nations for My Name's sake. The persecution is described in verse 7. 

4. In Revelation 6, the sequence of war, international strife, famine, then pestilence, is followed by 

Matthew 24: 9-13 (description of persecution) And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate 
one another. And many false prophets will arise, and lead many astray because wickedness has multiplied and 
most men’s love will grow cold. And he who endures to the end will be saved. 

5. In Revelation 6:12-17, a description of earthquakes and heavenly signs is given. 

Matthew 24:15-31 (cosmic signs) vs. 29 Immediately after the tribulation of those days, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heav¬ 
ens will be shaken; then will appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.... 

Professor Hahn does not think this refers to the end of . His rationale for this refers to Jesus 

using the same language when He is being tried by Caiaphas. 

Matthew 26:63 ff. Jesus was silent. And the High Priest said to Him, "I abjure you by the living God, tell us 
if you are the Christ, the Son of God." Jesus said to him, "You have said so. But I tell you, hereafter, you will 
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of power and coming on the clouds of heaven." The High priest 
tore his robes then and said, "He has uttered blasphemy." 

Jesus is identifying Himself as the Son of Man in Daniel 7, a heavenly, divine being. Jesus says that Caiaphas 
Will WP this si«n as well as (a) Pilate / (b) others, as Jesus points out in Matthew 16 

Matthew 16:27-28 For the Son of Man is to come with His angels in the glory’ of His Father. And then He 
will repay every man for what he has done. Truly I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in His Kingdom. 
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Jesus is saying that people alive then (a) will / (b) will not see the sign of the Son of Man before death. Though 
it is tempting to think of this prophecy as referring to the end of the world, Professor Hahn indicates that Jesus 

is speaking of the "old world" symbolized by the_of the Old Covenant. This prefigures the 

ultimate destruction of the macro-temple (the universe); however, its primary and initial fulfillment was in the 
lifetime of Jesus' hearers. John's apocalyptic vision is his version of what Jesus describes in Matthew 24, Mark 
13, and Luke 21. There is the same sequence of images and events, the same background against the Old 
Jerusalem. Jesus is pointing in this prophecy to the Resurrection, the Ascension, and His rule. His enthronement 

at the Right Hand, and in a special way, the vindication that will come to Him in_AD, when, coming 

on the clouds of heaven, judgment will rain down upon Jerusalem and destruction on the Temple. 

The imagery of the sun, moon and stars were customary to describe political judgments that befall the enemies 
ol God's people by Old Testament prophets. These represented a time function because in the ancient world, 

there were no-. The sun would tell the time of the_it is, the moon would tell them 

what time ol the-, and the stars would tell the_they were in (Aquarius, other cycles). 

So the message is that "your time is up", destruction is near. 


When Jesus speaks this way to the people of Jerusalem, He is saying: recognize that the prophecies are about to 
be fulfilled. 


Matthew 24:32 "From the fig tree team its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its 
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the 
very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away till all these things take place. 


Jesus is telling them what will occur in a "ganea" a generation, a_year time-span. 

Luke describes Jesus as "setting His face like flint toward Jerusalem." And this disturbs people in other villages, 
because they feel like they are being ignored. But Jesus' reason is simple, there is no other place for a (a) priest 
/ (b) prophet to die, except in Jerusalem. So He knows He has to go up and die. In describing the way the man 
who invites people to come to his marriage feast after his messengers have been badly treated ...he sent his 
troops and burned their city. A broad hint to the listeners. The kingdom of God will be taken away front you 
and given to a nation producing the fruits of it. (the parable of the (a) wicked troops / (hi wicked tenants ). 

In Matthew 23:13-36, the Seven Woes, Jesus addresses the (a) Roman troops / (b) chief priests and Pharisees. 
He warns against them, He describes them as hypocrites, and then He pronounces seven curses upon them. 
There is no language in scripture that applies to Rome in the manner that this language applies to Jerusalem and 

her leaders. The great city under divine judgment is (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem . _was the city 

that Peter and Paul wanted to convert. They knew that (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem was the fourth beast that Daniel 
predicted. Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Greece were the first three, and they had fallen as Daniel had predicted. 
Their leaders had all undergone a conversion experience: Nebuchandezzar who proclaims Yahweh as the true 
god, Cyrus who was called by Isaiah the "lord's anointed," and Alexander the Great who builds a city in 
Alexandria staffing it with rabbis. 

When Revelation is read as condemning (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem , it reflects how the Jews felt in the 1st Century, 
who wanted it destroyed and burned. But that is what happened to (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem , their city instead. 
For one thing, (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem was never really destroyed by fire. Only one city was destroyed by fire 
in the 1st Century, (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem . The wrong interpretation transforms the seer of the Apocalypse, 
St. John, into a zealot. He was not a Jewish Zealot, one who wanted to fight with military weapons to bring 
about physical defeat of the enemy in order to overthrow the military empire. The early Christians were taught 
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as Paul taught in Romans 13, to honor authorities. Paul says that all the authorities have been established by 

God. And he is writing to Romans when he says this. And the Caesar when he is writing is-, the 

sreat persecutor of Christians. The Christians were not zealot, militant, revolutionaries that advocated violence 
to overthrow Rome. The Jews were zealots at that time, especially the Zealots who controlled Jerusalem during 
the war leading up to 70 AD. 


Scripture Sandwich Predicting the Fall of Jerusalem in 70 AD 
Bread on bottom: Matthew 23:36 - Truly, I say to you, all this will come upon this generation 
Filling in between: Matthew 23:37-24:33 - The apocalyptic prophecy 

Bread on top: Matthew 24:34 - Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away till all these things take 
place. 

The Fall of Jerusalem 

Roman soldiers between March 70 AD and August 70 AD laid a terrifying siege to the city of Jerusalem. The 
stones of the Temple were huge, room-sized rocks. What Rome did not tear down, later brigands and vandals 
did. The fire that burned the city and the Temple was so hot that the flames melted the gold that was inlaid in 
the walls, and the ceiling, and all the furniture. Josephus describes the gold that was melting and flowing in lit¬ 
tle streams, and collected between the cracks of the stones. Long after the Romans left, vandals came and pried 
up these enormous stones one off the other to get at the gold between them. 


Jesus describes things that are truly unique and terrible 

1 • Wars . 

Up until this time was the time of the "Pax Romana" But between 30 AD and 70 AD there came an eruption of 
violence and all kinds of natural disasters. There were numerous wars that Tacitus records. All of a sudden 
Rome had wars everywhere. The Jews were also fighting one of the wars on Rome. In 66 AD in Alexandria, 
50,000 Jews were slaughtered in a day. Shortly after that in Caesarea, 20,000 more. 

2. Earthquakes 

The earthquakes between 30 AD and 70 AD occurred in Crete, Smyrna, Miletus, Cheos, Samos, Laodicea, 
Hierapolis, Colossae, Campania, Judea, and Rome. And Pompeii, Feb 5, 63 AD was hit, prior to the final vol¬ 
canic eruption that finally destroyed it, and at the same time preserving it as a relic. 

3. Famines 

There were several famines; Josephus records others besides the one in Jerusalem. 

4. False Messiahs 

The Book of Acts also records the false Messiahs. Gamaliel refers to false Messiahs who misled the people. 
Simon Magus, of Acts 8, is later worshipped by Caesar Claudius as a God: a Jewish false Messiah. Josephus 
records how, during the War of Jerusalem, there were so many different false Messiahs within Jerusalem that 
they became the real reason for the downfall of Jerusalem. There had been a bumper crop the year of the siege, 
and they had lots of food stored away. But there were three or four different false Messiahs who gathered togeth¬ 
er bands of followers, and they began to war among themselves to see who would control the city to defend it 
against the Romans. They burned each other's food supply and thus initiated an unnatural famine. The famine 
became wild and severe. So much so that Josephus describes that, when the Roman soldiers Finally entered into 
the city of Jerusalem, they came into the nobles' houses and found a noblewoman who had just roasted her dead 
baby for food. Cannibalism was rife in the city, in spite of the bumper crop that year. 

5. Gospel Preached 

Matthew 24:14 And this Gospel of the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come. This happened before 70 AD. According to Church tradition, the 
Apostles scattered to the four comers of the earth. Paul in Colossians 1:6 talks about the Gospel being pro¬ 
claimed throughout the whole world. Also in Romans 1:8. 
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Andrew went to Scythia - Russians venerated Andrew who brought the Gospel to them. 
Philip went to Phrigia. 

Bartholomew went with the Gospel of Matthew to India. 

Thomas evangelized in India. 

James Alphaeus went to Egypt. 

Thaddeus went to Persia. 

Simon went to Egypt, then to Britain. Babylonia perhaps as well. 

John Mark went to Egypt and Alexandria. 


Matthew 24:15-20 When you see the desolating sacrilege spoken of by the prophet Daniel standing in the holy 
place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in Judea fee to the mountains, and let him who is on 
the housetop not go down to take what is in his house; ...Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a 
Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until 
now, no, and never will be. 


Early Church historians tell us that between 600.000 Jews and 1.2 million Jews perished in Jerusalem. But, 
because of the vision, we don't know of a single Christian who perished. Professor Hahn believes Matthew was 
written before 70 AD because this scripture was being written to Palestinian Christians who had interests in how 
to stay in existence. This is not end of the world - this is the end of a world, the world of Judea, the (a) Old/(hi 
New Covenant. The language of this prophecy was used almost verbatim by Josephus, who described how peo¬ 
ple in all parts of the world underwent many tribulations. Never has there been a tribulation like that which befell 
Jerusalem. 

Josephus was captured before the destruction came, but says "I am of the opinion that had the Romans deferred 
the punishment of these wretches, either the earth would have opened and swallowed up the city, or it would 
have been swept away by a deluge. Or have shared the thunderbolts of the land of Sodom. For it produced a 
race far more ungodly than those who were thus visited." Never before has a generation of my people produced 
such wickedness. The place was overrun with demonic spirits, violence, evil, unimaginable even to him. 

In Matthew 12, Jesus is rejected in the first formal, public manner by the chief priests and the Pharisees who are 

in the Temple. They accuse Him of being_. It is only by Beelzebub that this man casts out 

demons. Jesus rebukes them and only here does Jesus speak about the unforgivable sin. Some people may say 
that the unforgivable sin may be final impenitence. Perhaps in this context, the Pharisees have reached a kind 
of final impenitence. 


Matthew 12:31 Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against 
the spirit will not be forgiven. Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever 
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven either in this age or in the age to come. 


There is speculation on what this sin is, but in this context, it is certainly possible that the Pharisees who know 
God s word inside out, who have been shown an abundance of divine graces, who have been confronted with the 
very Messiah of God, now are saying a terrible thing: worse than saying "we are not sure whether He is the 
Messiah" they are saying "We are sure that he is (a) a creature / the devil ." This is evil reaching a point of 
maturation and refinement that represents something like Lucifer at his fall. Here is illumined evil - evil know¬ 
ing what it is doing and choosing to do it regardless of its intrinsic denial of good. 

Matthew 12:25 ...Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and no city or house divided against itself 
will stand. 
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Jesus' refers here to "kingdom, city, and house..." The City is-- , the Kingdom is the 

old kingdom of ~ _. the House is the_, Jesus is suggesting that Satan is 

now in control of the Temple in Jerusalem, and that Jesus is now "binding him" and giving this generation one 
last chance, if they will cooperate with the graces. 


Matthew 12:43 When the unclean spirit goes out of a man it roams through arid regions searching for rest 
hut it finds none. Then it says, 7 will return to my house from whence I came." But upon returning, it finds it 
empty’, swept clean and put in order. Then it goes and brings back with itself seven other spirits more evil than 
itself, and they move in and dwell there; and the last condition of that man is worse than the first. Thus it will 
be with this evil generation. _ 


Tacitus, The Histories , Penguin Classics, pages 278-279, describes the (a) natural / ( b) supernatural downfall of 
Jerusalem. Jerusalem was considered impregnable, a fortress city. "The city occupied a commanding position, 
that had been reinforced by engineering works so massive that they might have rendered even a flat site impreg¬ 
nable. Two lofty hills were enclosed by walls, skillfully staggered and forming reentrant angles designed to 
expose the flank of any attacker. At the edge of the crags was a sharp drop, and a series of towers dominated the 
scene, sixty feet high where the rising ground helped, and 120 feet high in the hollows between. There present¬ 
ed an impressive appearance and to the distant observer seemed to be on a level. There were further walls inside, 
around the palace and a conspicuous landmark was the lofty castle of Antonia. The Temple was like a citadel 
and had its own walls which had been even more laboriously and skillfully constructed than the rest. The por¬ 
ticoes around it constituted themselves a most excellent defensive position. To these advantages must be added 
a spring of never failing water. Chambers cut in the living rock, tanks and cisterns for the storage of rainwater. 
Its builders had foreseen only too well that the strange practices of the Jews would lead to continual fighting. 
Hence everything was set for a siege; however long." 

The description goes on telling how after Pompey had conquered in the first century BC, even more money, time 
and energy was spent reinforcing. Probably Jerusalem was the most impregnable city in history at the time. And 
yet it fell easily in the hands of Titus who was not sure that he would be able to overcome it. He issued a decree 
that the temple was not to be burned because of his reverence for this holy place with its magnificent structure. 
He had no intention to bring such destruction to the city. Josephus recounts Titus' own testimony of how "their 
God delivered the city into my hands far more than I planned or even desired." 


The reason this isn't so clear in modem reading and interpretation is lack of familiarity with the Old Covenant 
as the background of the ancient civilization of Jerusalem with which the writers of the New Testament Scripture 
were familiar and within which they had lived. 

Revelation 7 

The 144.000. plus the vast multitude 

The fruit of the ministry of men like Paul and Apostles is the vast multitude. They go out to gather in the rem¬ 
nant of Israel. Because even in Jerusalem, there were some that were saved. They had fled to a mountain city, 
Pella, according to the early Church’s tradition and the early historians. They all knew to leave Jerusalem when 
they saw desolation and sacrilege there. They spent the winter in Pella between 70 and 71 AD. Meanwhile 500 
Jews were crucified per day for weeks after August 70 AD on the roads leading from Jerusalem all the way back 
to Rome. That was the judgment delivered from Rome on these people. But before that happened a remnant 

was gathered. The 144,000 represent the way in which God will draw in believing--- 

(Elijah said 'I alone am left" and God said 'No, I have preserved for Myself a remnant'). And along with them 
there is a vast multitude from every nation to form the New Jerusalem, the human family. There is no longer 
any difference between Jew and Gentile, free or slave, male or female. 
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The Seven Trumpets 

Trumpets sound right before the city of Jericho falls, in the Old Testament, as the Israelites are beginning their 
conquest of the_Land. The new Jericho in the New Testament is_. 

_ and his persecution in relation to Book of Revelation prophecy 

F.W. Ferrar, Early Days of Christianity, page 42, says: "The Jews were by far the deadliest enemies of the 
Christians. And two persons of Jewish proclivity were at this time in close proximity to the person of the 
Emperor Caesar. One was the pantomimist Aletuus, and the other was Poppea. the harlot Empress. The Jews 
were in communication with these powerful favorites, and had even promised Nero that if his enemies ever pre¬ 
vailed at Rome, he should have the kingdom of Jerusalem. It is not even impossible that there may have been a 
third dark and evil influence at work...", [conclusion after other paragraphs] "...If, as seems certain, the Jews 
had in their power during the reign of Nero, more or less, to shape the whisper of a throne, does not historical 
induction drive us to conclude with some confidence that the suggestion of the Christians as scapegoats and vic¬ 
tims came from them? St. Clement says as much in his epistle: that the Christians suffered through envy. Who 
can tell what dark secrets lay veiled under the suggested word? ...There was a deadly jealousy at work against 
the new religion. To the pagans, Christianity was but a religious extravagance, contemptible indeed, but other¬ 
wise insignificant. To the Jews, on the other hand, it was an object of hatred which never stopped short of blood¬ 
shed whether it possessed or could usurp the power, which their longing suppressed by circumstances, displayed 
itself in all the intensity ... Christianity was hateful to the Jews on every ground. It nullified their Law; it lib¬ 
erated all Gentiles from the heavy yoke of that Law, without therefore putting them on a lower level. And indeed, 
it even tended to render those who were bom Jews indifferent to the institutions of Moses. It was, as it were, a 
fatal revolt and schism from within, more dangerous than any assault from without. And worse than all, it was 
by the Gentiles confounded with the Judaism which was its bitterest antagonist. I see in the proselytism of 
Poppea. this Jewess, guided by Jewish malice, the only adequate explanation of the first Christian persecution. 
Hers was the jealousy which goaded Nero to matricide. Hers, not improbably was the instigated fanaticism of 
a proselyte which urged him to imbrue his hands in martyr blood. And she had her reward. A woman of whom 
Tacitus had not a word of good to say, and who seems to have been repulsive even to Sentonious, who is never¬ 
theless described by Josephus as a devout woman and a worshipper of God." 

The tension between the Christians and the Jews was so intense in Rome that historians see inductive evidence 
and reasons to support the idea that Nero had no reasons to persecute Christians, but nevertheless did use them 
as scapegoats quite probably under the pressure from the Jews. This also explains why, having realized that he 
had been used, he turns the ferocious assault, after three years of persecution of the Christians, upon the Jews 
themselves. From 63 AD to 66 AD Nero persecuted the Christians. In 67 AD, he launched an even fiercer per¬ 
secution against the Jews, which had no advance warning or antecedent cause. Nero dies in 68, and then in 18 
months there are four emperors in Rome. 


All the Gospels, and the Apocalypse, as well as historians' accounts, lead to the conclusion that Jerusalem is the 
city of Jesus' prophecy about its doom. What the Church must avoid is pride, unbelief and presumption - these 
were the sins of the Jewish leaders that brought down such judgment on Jerusalem and the Jews. 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Four 

1. Professor Hahn suggests Israel submitted their resignation from the covenant when they do not accept Jesus 
as the Messiah planned by God. Catholics who leave the Church may be considered in the same light, as "resign¬ 
ing" from the true sacrament of Christ in the world. How might we act like Paul to redeem these people from 
the worldly churches and encourage them to return to Church? 


2. How can the New Covenant (to which we belong) still be "new" after 2000 plus years? 


3. Professor Hahn interprets Deuteronomy 29-30 as warning Israel through Moses that their disobedience will 
lead to slavery and that their humiliation will lead to a cry for a new heart, which God will give when they ask 
for it. Revelation also demonstrates that disobedience leads to the curses from the covenant and the discovery 
of the need for holiness. The purpose behind the curses is rehabilitation of disobedient sinners. What current 
situations might be considered "curses" designed by God to recall sinners to the New Covenant and a cry for 
mercy and holiness which can come only from God? 


4. Speculate on where in world history we might be in reference to the New Covenant and the Second Coming 
of Christ. What is your evidence for your speculation? 
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5. The purpose of the lives of the saints in heaven (until the end of time) is to provide intercession before the 
throne of God. How can The Church Militant on earth participate in that intercessory purpose? 


6. A symbol of the Holy Spirit is fire; Hell (Gehenna) is also described as full of fire. Distinguish between the 
two "fires." How can this symbol stand for both reward and punishment? 


7. Although Jesus in Matthew's Gospel is referring to the Old Covenant and the Old Temple as the "old world," 
in what ways can today's world be considered "old world?" 


8. List some of the wars, earthquakes, famines, false messiahs, and Gospel preaching of today. If these point to 
an intermediate fulfillment of Revelation (between 70 AD and the end of history) during "this generation," indi¬ 
cate how and where this results in persecution of Catholics, (persecution may be physical, political, religious, or 
emotional) 


9. Envy is one of the seven deadly sins. It contributed to the refusal of the Jewish leaders to accept the Christ in 
the person of Jesus. How does envy contribute to sin in the hierarchy of the Church (among clerics), among laity 
who work for the Church? 


10. Professor Hahn says that "sins the Church must avoid at all costs are pride, unbelief and presumption." Where 
are these recognizable in the Church in America today? How can the laity assist in rooting out these sins from 
the Church? 
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Tape five - Spiritual Warfare on the Heavenly Battlefield 

(Chapters 7-9) 


Revelation 7: Iff. After This l saw four angels standing at the four comers of the earth holding hack the four 
winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land, on the sea or any tree. Then I saw another 
angel coining up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels 
who had been given power to harm the land and the sea. "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees, until 
we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God. Then I heard the number of those who were sealed, 
144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 


Significance of the Seal 

In _ 28:36, the brother of Moses, Aaron, the High Priest, is being vested for his ordination as 

high priest. The 'holy to the Lord’ seal on Aaron's forehead was the mark of the high priest. 

_28:36 And you shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of 

a signet, 'Holy to the Lord.' And you shall fasten it on the turban by a lace of blue. It shall be on the front of 
the turban. It shall be upon Aaron's forehead. Since Aaron bears whatever guilt the Israelites may incur in 
consecrating any of their sacred gifts, this plate must always be over his forehead, so that they may find favor 
with the Lord. __ 


Ezekiel 8: Iff. In the sixth day, in the sixth month, on the fifth day of the month [1 day prior to 666] as I sat 
in my house with the elders of Judah sitting before me, the hand of the Lord God fell there upon me. Then I 
beheld [a vision of idolatry and abomination of the Jewish leaders] _ 

In Ezekiel 9, God calls for the executioners of the city of Jerusalem to draw near to the city. This refers to the 
first destruction, in 587 BC of the first Temple built by Solomon, the son of David, third King of Israel. This 
destruction leads up to the great Babylonian captivity. The second destruction of the Temple will come in 

_AD, on the same day of the year as the first destruction in 587 BC. Both of these destructions 

of Jerusalem are near the high, holy day, the Day of (a) Passover / (b) Atonement. In Ezekiel 9, there are six 
men (or angels) with destroying weapons standing waiting upon a seventh man who has a writing case. The sev¬ 
enth man is to go through Jerusalem and mark the foreheads of Israelites who sigh and groan over all the abom¬ 
inations committed by the (a) pagans / (b) priests and people in Jerusalem. 

The Hebrew word for sign here in Ezekiel 9 is 'tao'. It is the same word as the Hebrew letter '-.' 

The sign of the 0-0 Cross"/(hi Temnle . Ezekiel's vision is of the people who sigh and groan over the sinful and 
abominable sins that are going on in Jerusalem are to be sealed on the forehead with a T.' The Early Church 
converts / (hi Fathers connected this vision of Ezekiel to the sign of the cross that prepared everyone for 
Baptism. Each Catechumen or Elect was signed with the 'tao', the T or the sign of the (a) Cross / (b) Temple . 
This sign was the mark that singled out the ones who were to be spared out of the destruction of Jerusalem the 
first time it was destroyed in 587 BC. And so, with this reference explanation to Revelation , how appropriate it 
is that John have the assignment from God to mark the saved and spared of Jerusalem right belore the Second 
Temple and Jerusalem are destroyed a second time in 70 AD. 

The 12,000 from each of the_tribes that God spares [144,000] represent the 'remnant' that God spared. 
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Note of Interest from Professor Hahn 

Joseph is mentioned as a tribe, Dan and Ephraim are not mentioned. _is not normally considered 

one of the 12 tribes of Israel, though he was one of the twelve sons of Israel. But he had Israel, his father, give 
him the double blessing by apportioning it to the grandsons [Joseph's sons] Ephraim and Manasseh. Dan is 
excluded from the list, Levi is included, and so is Manasseh (Joseph's son). Most scholars are not sure why 
these exclusions and inclusions. One speculation, however, which is reflected in Jewish tradition and the Early 
Church Fathers, is that great evil would arise from Dan, and possibly that the anti-Christ would be born from 
Dan's tribe. How much credence should be given to this is unknown, and the Church makes no pronouncement. 


Genesis 49:16 Dan shall be a serpent in the way, a viper by the path, that bites the horse's heels, so that the 
rider stumbles backward. 


Why are only the 144,000 (Jews) are sealed? Why aren't the vast multitude (Gentiles) sealed? 

The answer lies in the risk to the persons in the vision: The 144,000 are the ones who seem to be at risk because 
they are the most closely associated with Jerusalem... The vast multitude does not seem to be at risk; as Gentiles, 

they are not under a _ curse. The ones most closely associated with Jerusalem the place of 

judgment are the ones most at risk. 


Revelation 7:9 ff. After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could number 
from every nation, tribe, people and language standing before the throne and in front of the lamb. They were 
wearing white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, "Salvation belongs 
to our God who sits upon the throne, and to the Lamb!" And all the angels stood round the throne and round 
the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, say- 
ing, "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen." 


"Palm branches" is only used twice in the New Testament, once in Revelation and once in the Gospel of John: 

here and in John 12:13 - in the description of Jesus' triumphal entry into_before the Passion 

(an internal textual proof of John's authorship of both books). 


John 12:13 On the next day, when the great crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem, they took palm branches and went out to meet him, and cried out: 'Hosanna! Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord, [even] the King of Israel' And Jesus found the young ass and sat upon it, as it 
is written: 'Fear not, daughter Zion, see, your king comes, seated upon an ass's colt.' 


Both of the Old Testament passages alluded to [Zechariah 9:9] [Psalm 118:25-26] point out just how important 
it is for Jerusalem to recognize and receive its King, which it seldom did. 

Jacques Ellul, The Meaning of the City , a book about the biblical theology of 'city,' a common theme from 
Genesis (Genesis 4: Cain builds the first city) through Revelation , page 97: "We are never told that Jerusalem 
was sometimes righteous and sometimes not. that she was sometimes a city of blood and sometimes a holy city. 
What is condemned in her is not an accident or event but a permanent attitude. Yet she is at the same time a holy 
city, and this quality is never taken from her." 
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Jerusalem in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, in Daniel. Micah, in almost all the prophets, is a sin-filled city. Jerusalem 
in the eyes of the prophets is a miniature of (a) Israel / (b) the world , a microcosm of all the nations. In a cer¬ 
tain sense all receive graces from God and sin. But no city on earth has received the graces that Jerusalem 
received in the Old Testament. And yet they also sinned like the other nations. Jerusalem has a concentration 
of human (a) grace / (b) weakness . 

Most scholars see this passage as corresponding to one of the greatest feasts in the Old Testament calendar, the 

Feast of_. During this feast, families from all over the Promised Land would take a 

pilgrimage to Jerusalem and live there in the city for one week in leafy booths where they would camp and cel¬ 
ebrate the Lord's presence among them for the whole time. Palm branches figure large in this particular festi¬ 
val. In Leviticus 23, the calendar is laid out, including a summary statement of Passover, Pentecost and 
_(or Booths). 

This feast falls in the (a) first / (b) seventh month, which is the most sacred month of the sacred calendar year of 
the ancient Jews, beginning with the Feast of Trumpets. On the first day of the (a) first / (b) seventh month, the 
feast of the Seven Trumpets is celebrated. On the tenth day of the same month, the feast of Yom Kippur, the Day 
of Atonement is celebrated. From the 15th day to the 21st day, the Feast of Tabernacles (or Booths, Ingathering) 
is celebrated. On the 22nd day is the solemn feast of Sacred Assembly. The first 21 days of this holy month are 
all set apart for holy worship, unlike any other month. Three times 7 days, 3 /4 of this month, are set aside for the 
worship of the Lord of Israel. - The 'seven' symbolism saturates this month of the Jewish calendar. 

In Revelation . the Church, consisting of the Jews and the (a) Romans / (b) Gentiles are joining with the Angels 
and the Elders in heaven, in the same heavenly worship, the liturgy of heaven 

Revelation 7:13 Then one of the elders asked me, "These in white robes, who are they ? And where do they 
come from?" I answered, "Sir, you know." He said, "These are they who have come out of the great tribula¬ 
tion. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 


This is what is called "_imagery." 

Robes washed in the Lamb's_are clean and white. 

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah is seen as a_, 

The victors are the_, the martyrs who lose their lives to gain them. 

The "Mercy Seat" is really the source of the_of God poured out on the unfaithful on earth. 

The point of all this irony is to point out that things are not always as they seem. In the spiritual realm, things 
are seldom as they seem in the physical realm. 

Revelation 7:15 Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. 


All 16 references to the term 'temple' in Revelation use a term which refers to the "holy of holies," the (a) court¬ 
yard / (b) inner shrine . So these martyrs are before the Throne of God, the Mercy Seat, and serve Him in his 
Holy of Holies. The remnant of the 12 tribes (144.000) along with the vast multitude have been slain and have 
washed themselves clean and white in the blood of the Lamb. Now they stand before God, not just in the 
Temple, but in the holy of holies because the temple in heaven is no longer like the temple on earth. It no longer 
has the 'holy place' nor does it have the outer court. Those two partitions were really symbolic of the inferiori¬ 
ty of the Old Testament. When the New Testament arrives, the only part left in the Temple for worship is the 
holy of holies where they can behold God_____• 


55 




Revelation 10:7 In the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God, as he 
announced to his servants the prophets, should be fidfilled. 


The "Mystery of God" revealed is the union of Jews and (a) Romans / fh) Gentiles in one united family of God. 
The term for 'mystery' here and elsewhere in Greek is 'mysterion,' and the only time it is found in the Old 
Testament is in the Book of (a) Daniel / (b) Ezekiel . This term has (a) Old / tbi New Testament significance. 

Romans 16:25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation ("apocalypsis") of the mystery’ which was kept secret for long ages, but is 
now disclosed and through the prophetic writings is made known to all nations, according the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith among all the nations. 


The mystery of faith' is being made known to all the nations. The main theme of Ephesians is the 'mystery of 
-•' (a) Faith / (b) Revelation is what discloses the mystery. 

Ephesians 3: Iff. For this reason, I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, on behalf of you Gentiles - assuming 
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the 'mystery' was made 
known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this you can perceive my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and partakers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. Of this gospel I was made a 
minister according to the gift of God's grace which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though 
1 am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery’ hidden for ages in God who created all things; 
that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the principalities and pow¬ 
ers in the heavenly places. 


Christians undervalue themselves, especially as Gentile believers who are a significant portion of the Church. 
Christians embody the Mystery of Christ. Christians love God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, love 

Yeshua, His mother-. Christians are the true Israel of God, the true circumcision, heirs to the 

promise to Abraham. This mystery was hidden for ages as it seemed impossible to (a) create / (b) reunite a fam¬ 
ily that had been so violently tom asunder by sin. Even the angels and the 'powers' of heaven were reaching a 
point of despair. And yet in the Church the angels, the principalities and the powers are taught the (a) miracles / 
(b) wisdom of God. We humans are the chalkboard on which is written all the lessons where all creation learns 
the story. 

The Mystery of Christ is the fact that_['goyim' - swine, defiled people, sinners, who live in 

darkness] now call upon the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Mankind has regained the forgotten birthright 
from Eden, restored through Christ. For the first time in human history, Jesus has established the (a) Christian 
/ (b) Catholic Church. It isn't just Judean, Israelite or Palestinian. 
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Ephesians 3:11 This was according to the eternal purpose which is realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom 
we have boldness and confidence of access through our faith in him. For this reason, I bow my knees befoie the 
Father, for whom His whole family in heaven and on earth is named. That according to the riches of his glory’, 
he might grant you to be strengthened with might through his spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, that you being rooted and grounded in love may have power to comprehend with all 
the saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowl¬ 
edge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 


"... the breadth and length and depth..." of what is not said. However, since Paul doesn't say, grammatically he 
is indicating that the breadth, length and depth are all (a) unequal / (b) equal and thus this is a cube. The place 
in the Old Testament which had the same length, breadth and height and was characterized by the "fullness of 

God" was the inner_of_in the Temple. As the Church, we Christians are the mystery 

of Christ, the New Jerusalem, the temple, the Holy of Holies, beholding God face to face in Christ Jesus. 


Revelation 7:15 ...they ser\’e him day and night in his _; and he who sits upon the throne 

will spread his tent [his tabernacle] over them. Never again will they hunger, never again will they thirst, the 
sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their 
shepherd. He will lead them to springs of living water; and wipe every tear from their eyes. 


In the heavenly temple, there is no need for sun, moon and stars, because the-is the perpetual 

light. In Ezekiel 47, in his vision of the new temple at the end of time, the rivers of living water all flow from 
under the fal "round / (hi altar in the holy of holies. The Holy of Holies isn't just the repository of the Hidden 
_, it is also the source of the Living_which goes out and refreshes the whole earth. 


Revelation 8:1-4 When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. Then 
I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and to them were given seven trumpets. And another angel who 
had a golden censer came and stood at the altar; and he was given much incense to mingle with the prayers of 
all the saints upon the golden altar before the throne; and the smoke of the incense rose with the prayers of the 
saints from the hand of the angel before God. Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the 
altar and threw it on the earth; and there were peals of thunder, loud noises, flashes of lightning and an earth¬ 
quake. Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets made ready to blow them. 


Old Testament Background for the Silence of the Half-Hou r 

I. When the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies to incense the (a) Ark / (b) Altar and to offer his (a) sacrh 
fice / (b) prayers and his incense, and then returned, he spent about a half-hour. The angels serving in heaven 
in Revelation correspond to the priestly ministry in liturgy on earth. As soon as the silence was over, another 
angel with a golden censer came and stood at the altar. In the Temple, there were two altars, a bronze altar and 

a solden altar. The _ altar is out in the courtyard, where the animals were sacrificed. The 

& _altar is in the holy place right in front of the holy of holies, where only the high priest was 

accustomed to go in correct ministry. Sometimes other priests went to the gold altar. 


Luke 1:8 [Zechariah, called upon by lots to be priest in the Temple] Now while he was serving as priest before 
God, when his division was on duty’, according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the 
temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour 

of incense. And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord on the right side of the altar of incense . [vs21] 

And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they wondered at his delay in the temple. And when he came 
out, he couldn't speak to them. _ 
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It was customary for a very short delay. The whole ceremony lasted for (a) one / (b) two hours, the work with¬ 
in the temple, where only the priest went, taking about a half-hour or so. When the priest would come out, he 
pronounced (a) a blessing / (b) a prophecy upon the people. Zechariah couldn't pronounce anything. Revelation 
8:1, the ritual silence, might refer to the period during which the multitude of people (that have just been men¬ 
tioned) are waiting outside for the blessing that will come from the prayers that were offered there at the altar of 
incense. 

II. One other possible background for this altar of incense (and the angel with the censer) is Ezekiel 10, the glory 
of the Lord departing from the (a) altar / (b) sanctuary , and the cherubim all fly away. 


Ezekiel 10:1-2 Then / looked and saw in the firmament that vim over the heads of the cherubim there 
appeared above them something like a sapphire in form resembling a throne, and he said to the man dressed in 
linen: Go among the whirling wheels underneath the cherubim, fill your hands with burning coals from between 
the cherubim, and scatter them over the city. As I looked on, he entered. 


In the 'holy of holies' is 'the mercy seat.' Ezekiel is seeing the heavenly holy of holies and the heavenly mercy 

seat, which isn't just a throne, it's a_-throne, sort of like a cloud. - a motif or theme seen 

throughout the Old Testament. Some commentators see what is being done in Revelation 8:3, the angel with the 
censer, reflecting what is seen in the vision of Ezekiel... 

The seven trumpets herald (a) less / (b) worse punishments than the seven seals. And in a few chapters further 
along, the seven bowls of wrath will bring still (a) less / (b) greater punishments. So there is (a) decreasing /(bl 
increasing intensity of God's Judgment upon this city and people. 

The Catholic custom of invoking the saints in heaven is reflected here; the saints in heaven are concerned about 
the cause of God in heaven and upon the earth. So their prayers ascend not only in the heavenly temple with the 
heavenly incense just as ours do with earthly incense in earthly temples. [We join the two temples (earth togeth¬ 
er with heaven) when we worship on earth.] 

Almost the entire setting of Revelation is within a_setting and a liturgical context. All the 

participants are worshipping, and (a) prophecy / (b) history is determined within our worship. The Mystery of 
(a) Prophecy / (b) Worship is linked to the Mystery of the Liturgy. 

Significance of the Seven Trumpets. 

In the Old Testament, trumpets were used for two functions:_and_which 

(a) were / (b) were not antithetical functions; they were linked. 


Numbers 10:1-11 The Lord said to Moses, "Make two silver trumpets of hammered work. You shall make 
them and you shall use them for summoning the congregation and for breaking camp. And when both are blown, 
all the congregation shall gather themselves to you at the tent of meeting. But if they blow only one, then the 
leaders, the heads of the tribes of Israel, shall gather themselves to you. When you blow an alarm, then the 
camps that are on the east shall set out.... And the sons of Aaron, the priests, are the ones who shall blow the 
trumpets." The trumpets shall be to you for a perpetual statute throughout your generations. And when you 
go to war in your land, against the adversary who oppresses you, then you shall sound an alarm with your 
trumpet that you may be remembered before the Lord your God. You shall be saved from your enemies. And 
on the day of your gladness, and at your appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your months, you shall blow 
the trumpets over the burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings. They shall seiwe you for 
remembrance before your Lord. / am the Lord Your God. 
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So that blowing of the trumpets before battle has as its purpose (a) covenant / (b) prayer remembrance. It is ask¬ 
ing the Lord to fight the battle. The Lord, Who is Righteous, shall vindicate your cause, so long as your cause 
is righteous. If your cause is not righteous, and the trumpet is blown, then He shall come upon you in (a) battle . 

/ (b) judgment . Whenever Israel set out to do war or battle, the_of the Covenant went betore them. 

The priestly Tribe of Levi and, in particular, the Clan of Aaron led it and the twelve tribes in battle. 

One particular event where this occurs that has great significance and relevance for Revelation 8 and 9 (the seven 

trumpets) is an event in the book of_, In that book, chapter 6. Joshua leads the armies of Israel 

in the invasion of the Promised Land. The first city stronghold to be attacked in Canaan is-.—• 

This battle is significant because it is first and because it is by far the strongest city in Canaan, the Promised 
Land. In effect, the Lord's strategy is this: attack the biggest and the strongest city first. When it is overcome, 
the Canaanites will know that tat Israel / (b) God has arrived. If Jericho falls, then all other cities are very vul¬ 
nerable and will fall. 

The Battle of Jericho 

Joshua 6:2 And the Lord said to Joshua, "See, I have given into your hand Jericho, with its king and mighty 
men of valor. You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you 
do for seven days. And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark; and on the sev¬ 
enth day you shall march around the city seven times, the priests blowing the trumpets. And when they make 
a long blast with the ram's horn, as soon as you hear the sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout 
with a great shout; and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, every man straight 
before him." So Joshua.... 


The Angel of the Lord delivers the instructions for the Battle of the Lord to the Servant of the Lord. The battle 
was the Lord's, therefore the weapons were (a) secular / (h) liturgical 

Prior to this description of the battle - 

Joshua 5:13 ff. When Josluta was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes, and he looked, and behold a man stood 
before him with his drawn sword in his hand, a man who was no man. And Joshua went to him and said to him, 
"Are you for us or for our adversaries?" And he said, "No, but as commander of the army of the Lord, / have 
now come." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshipped, and said to him, "What does my Lord bid 
his servant?" And the commander of the Lord's army said to Joshua, Put off your shoes from youi feet, 
because the place where you stand is holy." And Joshua did so. 


Now Joshua is probably thinking, 'I am the commander of the Lord's armies.' This is his very title. Just as the 
angel of the Lord later appeared to Moses at the burning bush. So the angel of the Lord delivers the instructions 

for the battle of the_to the servant of the Lord. Joshua. Revelation 8 through 11 presents the 

destruction of the new Jericho, which is_■ This "great city" is described in Revelation at 

the end of the seven trumpets as spiritually "called-and Egypt, where their Lord was 

crucified" (Revelation 11:8). It is later called Babylon also. All three cites were centers of opposition to the plan 
of _. 

1 . _stood in the way of His covenant with Abraham. 

2. Egypt stood in the way of covenant plans with-and Israel. 

3. Babylon stood in the way of covenant plans for -—• 

4. Jericho stood in the way of covenant plans for Joshua and the people entering the---• 

5. Jerusalem represents the stronghold in the way. the (a) Old / (b) New Creation. 
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Old Jericho was the stronghold of the Promised Land. If Israel conquered it, the rest of the Promised Land was 
easily taken. Some Biblical scholars argue that Jerusalem after the Resurrection represents the stronghold of the 
Old Creation. Further, the Promised Land is not really just Canaan. God owns much more and has promised 

much more to the "meek and faithful." The meek will inherit the whole_and Abraham is 

promised that through his own seed, all the families of the earth will be blessed and become the Lord's. So the 
Promised Land of Canaan is a "beachhead" thus getting a "foothold" on the whole of the earth. So what con¬ 
quering Jericho was for gaining a solid foothold and taking Canaan, conquering_is the 

solid foothold for the whole earth (in the temporal and the spiritual sense as well.). The whole "old creation" 
must fall to the armies of the "new creation." The whole Old Covenant must fall to the New Covenant. The 
old heavens and the old earth are symbolically structured in the (a) Sanhedrin / (b( Temple of the Old Jerusalem. 
All that must give way to the New Jerusalem, and ultimately to the new heavens and the new earth. Even Paul 
realized this fact. 


1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God which are in Judea. 
For you suffer the same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, who killed both the Lord 
Jesus and the prophets and drove us out, displeased God, and oppose all men by hindering us from speaking to 
the Gentiles that they may be saved, so as always to fill up the measure of their sins. But God's wrath has come 
upon them completely ("forever, at last") 


The Jews being envious of the blessing of Abraham going out to Gentiles stands in the way of the mystery of 
Christ being fulfilled. In the first generation of the Christian Catholic Church, founded by Jesus, a Jew, Jews 

opposed acceptance of the_. Paul says this, far from anti-Semetic and a Jew himself, yet 

opposed to the Jewish refusal to believe in_. Jews have fallen into the trap of loving this old 

world more than they love the next (new) world, eternity. There is an apocalyptic sound to this passage which 
comes only verses away from the passage that the Rapturists point to as defining the end of the temporal world 
in our day. 


I Thessalonians 4:13 We would not have you ignorant, brethren, concerning those who are asleep that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the Parousia, the coming of the Lord, shall not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven, with a shout of command, with 
archangels' call, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will arise first, and then we 
who are alive, who are left, shall be caught up with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, so we shall 
always be with the Lord. Therefore, comfort one another with these words. 


_ Some Definitions 

"the dead in Christ” refers to the faithful who have gone before us. 

"Parousia” was used by the Romans and Greeks to describe what happens when a General laid siege to a city 
and the people in the city (a) surrender / (b) are defeated . The General then establishes terms, the terms of the 
covenant or peace treaty of surrender. And the people swear an oath of allegiance to the General. And then the 
General goes off to fight other battles. But the inhabitants will be secure from attack so long as they keep the 
oath of allegiance to the General who conquered them. But when the General is finished conquering other 
cities, he comes back - and he doesn't tell the citizens when he returns. He wants to find out how they have 
been acting in his absence. He doesn't want them to change because they have seen him coming from afar. So, 
without any advance warning, the conquering hero suddenly makes his 'parousia' - literally 'appearance' or 
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'coming.' And if the city has been plotting against him, he will utterly destroy it. And if the city has been keep¬ 
ing its pledge of allegiance, he will often grant it full citizenship in his empire, making them full-fledged allies 
for future battles. The 'parousia' of a conquering king was a common place in political terminology. 


Jesus' parousia in 1 Thess 4: Jesus Christ has conquered the city of Jerusalem, 'overcome' it, in His sacrifice. 

Forty years later ('a generation'), in_AD, Jesus will come back. The first time He entered it in 

triumphal entry and cleansed the Temple. Jesus conquers over Satan in His (God's) House. But when Jesus 
comes back, what will He find? ("Will the Son of Man find any faith on earth when He returns?") He took one 
demon out of the Temple, the "House." In forty years time, Matthew 12:43-45 says, seven demons, worse than 
the first came back to inhabit the "House" - "so shall it be of this evil generation." So Jesus' sudden appearing. 
His "Parousia", as the conquering hero, is when He returns to (a) Jericho / (b) Jerusalem . There is a concentra¬ 
tion of images (in Revelation, and especially in Joshua 6:2ff., and Thessalonians 4: 13ff.) (1) Archangels Call 

(or 'Orders'), (2)_of God being sounded, (3) Shout of (a) Praise / (b) Command , and (4) the 

Lord's Parousia. The prophetic event of Jericho of the Old Testament is fulfilled in 70 AD. And in New 
Testament times, when we gather for Eucharistic liturgy, we have come to the city of the Living God, the 
Heavenly Jerusalem (Hebrews 12:22). 

The dead in Christ, whom Paul speaks of, were raised by Christ when Jesus was crucified and died, which caused 
apocalyptic events. Matthew 27:51-53 describes the earthquakes and thunder that John describes in Revelation 
8 and 11. Matthew describes further the splitting of rocks, the opening of tombs, and the dead in Christ being 
raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they entered the holy city (Jerusalem) and 
appeared to many. How long did the "saints" remain after the Resurrection? Was Moses among them? Was 
Elijah? There are two witnesses in Revelation 11; one could s hut the sky or turn the heavens to brass [as £a] 
F.liiah / (h) Moses !. and the other could turn the waters into blood and smite the earth with every plague [as {a} 
Elijah / (b) Moses 1. 

The tearing of the veil of the Temple from (a) bottom to top / (b) top to bottom is God's statement that the par¬ 
titions of Old Covenant shall no longer apply to His people. So, when we gather in the Eucharistic assembly, 
we gather with Moses, and Elijah, and all the Old Testament saints, and all the dead in Christ who have gone 
before us. In 33 AD, the New Covenant is ushered into the holy city, Jerusalem, symbolically presenting the 
event that is happening in eternity, in the heavenly Jerusalem. The New Covenant is re-presented in heaven 
again prophetically and really in time, when the symbolic representation of Judaism is destroyed in-AD. 

Paul speaks in Hebrews about the liturgy of the Old Testament in the old Temple 

Hebrews 9:8-9 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the Sanctuary’, the Holy of Holies, is not yet 
opened as long as the outer tent is still standing, which is symbolic for the present age, in which gifts and sac¬ 
rifices are offered which cannot perfect the conscience of the worshipper, but deal only with food and drink and 
various ablutions (the Greek word here is 'baptismois') 


The outer tent referred to is the Holy Place and the Courtyard outside the (a) Temple / (b) Holy of Holies. He is 
speaking about the Day of Atonement and the High Priest's offer of sacrifice every year. In other words, as long 
as the Jerusalem Temple stands, the way into the Holy of Holies is not yet opened for all the people. The "pres¬ 
ent age” ends in faJ 33 / (b) 70 AD. The "Age to Come" finally arrives with the destruction of the trappings of 
the old worship and the old holy place. However, we are living (a) liturgically / (b) physically in the "age to 
come." 
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Old Covenant liturgy included food, drink and 'baptisms' which do not perfect the conscience of the worshipper. 
Paul says these were regulations for the body, imposed until the time of the New Order . These do not perfect the 
soul. New Covenant food (Precious Body), drink (Precious Blood), and Baptism do perfect the conscience and 
soul ot the worshipper. The "age to come" has not begun (a) physically / (b) spiritually , but it is here (a) phys¬ 
ically / (b) spiritually . 

Contemplative study and prayer help the exegesis of Revelation, which predicts and explains the fall of 
Jerusalem in 70 AD as the end of the Old Covenant and as the end of time itself at a moment appointed by and 
known only to the Father. Exegesis of Revelation calls the faithful to learn its significance in our personal lives, 
and in the temporal order of all creation, through liturgical and contemplative study. Thus the real sense of 
Revelation is in liturgy and in contemplation, which is eternal life. These are the in-between times. We have (a) 
Old / (b) New Creation flesh, but we worship in the (a) Old / (b) New Creation. We dwell in the old earth, but 
we worship in the setting of the new earth and new heavens. 

The Seven Trumpets of the Book of Revelation 8-11 need to be interpreted in light of the fall of new 
_, which is Jerusalem. 

N. Thomas Wright, "Putting Paul Back Together Again," Pauline Theology Vol /, page 198 
(about wondering whether Paul expected Christ to come back during his own lifetime) "I think it is better to see 
the main aim of apocalyptic as being to articulate, and give theological depth to, the hope of Israel: that because 
Israel was the covenant people of the one God of all the earth, this God would eventually vindicate Israel as His 
people by delivering it from its oppressors. The language of apocalyptic must therefore be read as a highly 
charged, metaphorical, mythical manner of speaking about God and His plans for His Covenant People, not as 
a literal or one-dimensional description of space-time events." (When we re-think Paul in this light, 1 and 2 
Thessalonians especially, the day of wrath and day of the Lord, and such imagery, he says,] "The likelihood is 
that they refer to the imminent destruction of Jerusalem, the time when Jesus would be vindicated over the city 
that had rejected Him. This view accords well with Jewish prophecy and apocalyptic in which judgment upon 
Jerusalem is frequently the referent of such language." 

Other passages on the significance of trumpets 

1. Ezekiel 33:11-16 - the watchman who is to look out for Jerusalem is told: if you see the enemy 
coming and you blow the trumpet and the people don't do anything, then you are not guilty, you have 
given them the warning. If he doesn't blow the trumpet, then he will be guilty for the blood of the 
victims in the city. 

2. Joel 2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants 

of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming; it is near, a day of darkness and of gloom, a day 
of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains, a great and powerful 
people. Their like has never been from of old, nor will it be after them, through the years of all 
generations. This is a significant warning to the people of Jerusalem. In the New Testament, Joel is 
cited by the Apostle_in Acts 2 when he explains why the Apostles are speaking in tongues. 

Joel 2:3 And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh. Your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy; your old men shall dream dreams.... And I will give signs in the heavens and on the 
earth, blood and fire, and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood before 
the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. And it shall come to pass that all who call upon the name of the 
Lord shall be delivered. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape. 
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Trumpets are sounded in Zion as a warning to the people that the Day of the Lord has come, the Day of 
(al Resurrection / (hi Judgment . The Apostles have just been anointed with the tongues of fire. The 
Spirit is being poured out to seal the 144.000 in Jerusalem, the elect of the Jewish people so that in 
Jerusalem there shall be at least some who survive. This is the significance of 
(al the Dav of Atonement / (b) Pentecost , the beginning of the 40 year period of serious confusion 
and grave concerns where God would seal up and protect His remnant. 

3. In Jeremiah 4:5-9, once again Jerusalem is warned by a trumpet. 

Revelation 8:7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire, mixed with blood. And it \ 

was hurled down upon the earth. 


Hail should recall to John's Jewish listeners the plagues in (a) Babylon / (b) Egypt from the book of Exodus, as 
well as the Jericho imagery. These seven trumpets are strongly reminiscent of these plagues. Other reminder 
images are the sun and sky darkened, the waters turned bitter, the sea turned to blood and others. 

Revelation 8:8 The second angel sounded his trumpet and something like a huge mountain all ablaze was 
thrown into the sea. 


In Matthew 21:18-22, Jesus sees a fig tree with no_. He curses it. This barren fig tree withers to 

its roots immediately! In the Old Testament, the fig tree is a symbol of (a) Jerusalem / (b) Egypt When the dis¬ 
ciples are awed, Jesus answers their amazement: Truly I say to you, if you have faith and never doubt, you will 
not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, be taken up and cast into the 
sea, it will be done. When Jesus pronounces this curse. He is in triumphal entry into a city built on a hill: Mount 

Zion, which is where __is located. Jesus is saying that with sufficient faith, one can say to 

the mountain of earthly Jerusalem on which the Old Covenant rests, go into the sea, and it indeed will do so. And 
whatever is asked for in prayer will be received, if asked in faith. Jesus is suggesting that we ask for God to take 
away the old, and bring in the new. Scholars see Matthew 21 referring to this huge mountain in Revelation 8:8. 

In Luke 9, during the_on Mount Tabor, Jesus talks to Moses about His departure soon 

to take place in Jerusalem, which has become the new Egypt (because of its sin). The Greek word lor departure 

i s '_It is appropriate to use Exodus imagery. [People throughout their lives make 

'_' out of the old, out of sin.] 

Revelation 8:10 The third angel sounded his trumpet and a great star blazing like a torch fell from the sky on 
a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is wormwood. A third of the waters tur tied 
bitter. And many people died from the waters that became bitter. _ 


This reverses Exodus 15 where the bitter water at Marah is changed into sweet water when Moses throws a 

_into it. The early Church Fathers interpreted this as imagery of the (a) Blood / (b) Cross of 

Jesus thrown into the bitter water of sin to sweeten it. 

Revelation 8:12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet and a third of the sun was struck and a third of the moon 
and a third of the stars so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was without light, and also a third 
of the night. __ 
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In Ezekiel 5, the "third" imagery is spoken in apocalyptic prophecy against Jerusalem. 


Revelation 8:13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice, "Woe, woe, 
woe to the inhabitants of the earth because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other three angels. 


This is an echo of Hosea 8:1: Set the trumpet to your lips. For an eagle is over the house of the Lord because 
they have broken a covenant and transgressed my law. The eagle is flying over "The House" or the 
_in Jerusalem, sounding a warning. 


Revelation 9:1 The fifth angel sounded his trumpet and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the earth. 
The star was given the key to the shaft of the abyss. 


The abyss or abousis is Greek for the tehome, the 'deep' - the shaft that is underneath the_upon 

which the Jerusalem Temple is built. Today, an Arab mosque stands on that site, with a large gold, shiny dome. 

This mosque is called the Dome of the_, and it houses the one upon which (it is believed) 

Abraham sacrificed (a) Ishmael / (b) Isaac . 2 Chronicles 3:1 says that this_is where Solomon 

built the Holy of Holies in the original first Temple in Jerusalem. 

Muslims, Jews and Christians all have a legend that underneath this rock is a shaft. The Dome of the Rock, a 
book about this place, explains that the Muslim mosque is built around the enormous room-sized stone, com¬ 
pletely unmovable. Underneath this huge rock is a deep empty space or shaft that goes down beyond as far as 
anyone can see. Muslims and Jews have in history prayed for their dead there. Both Muslims and Jews believe 
the legend that the shaft under this rock leads to the_or Hades. 

Many scholars believe that this is the rock that Jesus refers to, saying to Simon "You will be called 'Rock', and 

on the rock I will build My Church." That is, the new temple will be the_built upon a new 

rock who is-, and he will be given the keys of the kingdom so that he can break into, or open 

the gates of Hades there at the shaft into the underworld to liberate the_The power of 

the keys ol Peter is that they safely deliver those who are in Hades, or 'Sheol,' of which the Latin term is 


The Abyss, a bottomless pit, according to many well-known Jewish legends, is the shaft underneath the rock that 
served as a kind of cornerstone for the (a) Outer Court / (hi Holy of Holies in the Jerusalem Temple. Legends 
of Jerusalem includes elaborate descriptions of legends concerning this Abyss under the Temple in Jerusalem. 

One was that this shaft was the home of the_, and David had to control it so it would not 

break the seal over the Rock, come out and attack the people of God, and also destroy the Temple which was on 
top of the Rock. This is what is called mythopalaic imagery, or mythic symbolism. John's first century readers 
and listeners would have immediately identified the abyss in 9:1 as the shaft of the bottomless pit beneath the 
rock in the (a) Outer Court / (b) Holy of Holies . 


Revelation 9:1-3 When he opened it smoke rose from it like smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and the 
sky were darkened by the smoke from the abyss. And out of the smoke, locusts came down upon the earth and 
were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. And they were told not to harm the grass of the earth or 
any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on their forehead. They were not given 
power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months. 
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This event recalls the tat last / (b) 8th plague in Exodus 10. Those who are 'sealed,' Ezekiel says, are the 
Jerusalem remnant still in Jerusalem moaning and groaning against the sins of the elders and the idolatrous lead¬ 
ers in Jerusalem. These elders are called by Jesus a 'brood of_The five month period has a 

historical reference to the first century: Decius Florus was the Roman procurator of Judea. And he was sick and 
tired of the Jews in Jerusalem. And in May of 66 AD. he deliberately slaughtered 3600 innocent citizens of 
Jerusalem by procuratorial decree for no stated reason. But everyone knew that he wanted to incite a revolt so 
that the Jews would be endangered and wiped out in retaliation for rebellion. Josephus the historian dates the 
Jewish wars back to Decius Florus' 3600 executions. For the next five months after these executions of 3600, 
terrible war ensued which was exactly as Decius Florus planned. Then Sestius invades Palestine and conducts 
a campaign for exactly five months against the Palestinians. It is a ruthless campaign. Josephus describes how 
thousands of troops under Sestius are called from the Euphrates (ancient Babylon, modern Iraq) to come to 
Palestine to beseige the Palestinians for five months. After ravaging the countryside, they attack the city of 
Jerusalem in the fa) first / (b) seventh month , the holy month. And very near the Feast of Trumpets, five months 
after the campaign had begun, Josephus describes how Sestius' troops are surprisingly routed. 


[Professor Hahn readsl "Then at the very moment when complete victory was within his grasp, Sestius sud¬ 
denly and inexplicably withdrew his forces. Encouraged, the Jews pursued the retreating soldiers and attacked 
them, inflicting heavy casualties.... Sestius' failure transformed the Jewish rebellion into a real war. (Up until 
this event, the Jews had a hopeless cause. The Jews took this event of Sestius' retreat as a sign of divine deliv¬ 
erance.) ...A success, so unexpected and sensational, had naturally strengthened the hands of the war party 
(political party in Jerusalem). The majority of the opponents to the revolt now found themselves in a minority 
and tended to ally themselves with the winning Zealots, even though they didn't believe that victory was pos¬ 
sible. Thus, the high priests and the moderates who didn't want to fight the war (revolt against Rome) decided 
to assume the direction (management) of the war now considered inevitable." Josephus says that this one event 
blinded the Jerusalemites into thinking that they actually had a prospect of success in defeating Rome. They 
were deceived by this small success into a suicidal rebellion against Rome. Three and a half years later, a sec¬ 
ond siege of Jerusalem during the same seventh month would destroy the Temple, Jerusalem, and the Judaic rit¬ 
ual religion completely._ 


Revelation 10:1 ff. Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud with 
a rainbow above his head, his face was like the sun and his legs were like fiery pillars. He was holding a little 
scroll which lay in his hand. He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land and he gave a 
loud shout like the roar of a lion. And he is like the angel of the Lord. When He shouted, the voice of the seven 
thunders spoke, and when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven say, 
"Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down." And then the angel / had seen stand¬ 
ing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to heaven and he swore by him who lives forever and ever. 


Professor Hahn believes that this angel is none other than the-. the Lion of Judah, who is like 

the fiery pillars of the heavenly temple. The one thing not revealed in Revelation , is what the seven 

_spoke. It is_who swears, the oath of the New Covenant bringing the 

Mystery of Christ to fulfillment. This is confirmed in verse 6, There will be no more delay, but in the days when 
the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery’ of God will be accomplished. The interpretation of 

this oath is that the old __will be destroyed, the only thing left standing in the way of 

Christ's full accomplishment. Then Jews and Gentiles will comprise the new-.-• This 

is the New Covenant-making event. This angel of the Lord, who is like a Lion, swears this oath to the Lord, in 
order to unite to Himself, the Jews and Gentiles who are to make up this new covenant family. 
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Answer^ 

•♦■Exodus, Exodus, 70, Atonement, priests and people, T, Cross, Fathers, Cross, 12 
♦•Joseph, covenant, Jerusalem 

♦world, weakness. Tabernacles, Tabernacles, seventh, seventh. Gentiles, ironic, blood, lamb, victims, wrath, inner shrine, face to face 
♦Gentiles. Daniel, New, Christ, faith, Mary, reunite, wisdom, Gentiles, Catholic 
♦equal. Holy, Holies, temple, altar. Manna, Water. Altar, prayers, bronze, gold 

♦one hour, blessing, sanctuary, chariot, worse, greater, increasing. Temple, history. Worship, worship, warfare, were not 

♦covenant, judgment. Ark. Joshua, Jericho. God. liturgical, Lord. Jerusalem, Sodom. God, Sodom. Moses. Jerusalem. Promised Land, Old 

♦earth. Jerusalem, temple. Gentiles. Jesus, surrender 

♦70, Jerusalem, trumpet, command. Elijah. Moses, top to bottom. 70. Holy of Holies, 70 AD, liturgically 
♦physically, spiritually. Old, New, Jericho, Peter 

♦Judgment. Pentecost, Egypt, fruit. Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Transfiguration, exodus, exodus, tree, Cross 

♦Temple, rock. Rock. Isaac, rock, underworld. Church, Peter, dead in Christ, Purgatorio, Holy of Holies, devil. Holy of Holies 

♦8th. vipers, seventh. Lord Jesus, thunders. Jesus Christ, Jerusalem. Jerusalem 



5. Because Jericho was the biggest and strongest city, the Israelites attacked it first to make a point of their abil¬ 
ity to win the Promise Land. What is the "city" that needs to be conquered by individual Catholics in their pur¬ 
suit of holiness? By the Church? What lessons can be learned from the Battle of Jericho about these modern 
"cities?" 


6. What modern cities might be standing in the way of God's covenant with the New Covenant Catholic Church, 
as Sodom, Egypt, Babylon, and Jericho did in the Old Covenant? What evidence can be cited to support the 
choice of these cities? 


7. What parts of modern day Church architecture and furnishings correspond to the Courtyard, the Holy Place, 
and the Holy of Holies in the ancient Temple? 


S. In Exodus 15, the bitter water at Marah is changed into sweet water when Moses throws a tree into it. What 
is the "bitter water" into which the Church "throws" the Cross of Jesus to sweeten it? 


9. The leaders in Jerusalem were oblivious to the foolishness of their war against Rome. How are Catholics 
today blinded into thinking they can make war against Satan and sin by themselves? 
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Tape six - Divine Judgment on the Earthly Temple 

(Chapters 10-12) 

Though it is difficult to feel the immediacy and urgency of this prophecy, and though there are present-day on¬ 
going fulfillments of the Book of Revelation: nevertheless, modem day readers should anchor interpretations of 
this book in the first century, literal, historical fulfillment because of the tone of urgency and immediacy in the 
Book of Revelation itself from its beginning to its end. 

The backdrop tor seven trumpets is the conquest of Jericho. In that event, there were seven days of the Israelites 
encircling the city, and on the seventh day, they march around it seven times in one day. And on the seventh time 
on the seventh day, the trumpets are blasted upon the completion - seven trumpets, seven blasts. The city itself 
and its walls collapse and it is obvious that this is the work of God, it isn't the work of the Israelites or Joshua. 
So, John's vision shows the collapse of the Old Covenant, the City of Jerusalem and its Temple, not primarily 
the work of Titus and the Roman Legions, but as the work of God. So the Seven Trumpets point to the new 
Jericho collapsing. The Old Jericho was the stronghold that kept God's people from their inheritance. The "new" 
Jericho is the center of the old covenant, Jerusalem, which now keeps God's people from their inheritance, which 
is the new Covenant, the New Jerusalem, the New Temple promised in Christ. 


Revelation 10:2 If He was holding a little scroll which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the 
sea and his left foot on the land. And he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he shouted, the voices 
oj the seven thunders spoke. And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from 
heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down. 


'The land' here is probably_. The sea is a symbol for the nations, the_. 

The voice like the 'roar of a lion' reminds of Revelation 5 where Jesus is presented as the Lion of the tribe of (a) 
Levi / (h) Judah. It also recalls Amos 1:2-3, where the Lord sounds a prophetic threat against His people, roar¬ 
ing like a lion. The voice of God is also like_. All of Psalm 29 is devoted to the sound of God's 

voice; splitting the cedar trees of Lebanon, rushing like thunderous waters, a shattering roar, stripping the forest 
bare. 

This is unique in the apocalypse: The visionary is allowed to write down everything else but this. It suggests 

that whatever is in Revelation is being fulfilled in the lifetime of the visionary,_. It also 

suggests that more is yet to come, good reason to contend the prederist view (first century fulfillment) as well 
as a historicist view (ongoing fulfillment). Fulfillments can be multiple and increasing, escalating and enlarg¬ 
ing. So, future fulfillments are possible. The prophecies of the seven thunders are not written down because 
they do not apply to the present situation. 


Revelation 10:5-6 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to 
heaven. And he swore by him who lives forever and ever, who created the heavens and all that is in them, the 
earth and all that is in it, the sea and all that is in it, and said, "There will be no more delay." 


The primary explanation for this must go back to Daniel 12:7, where prophecy pictures the end of the (a) tribu¬ 
lation / (b) exodus and the resurrection of the dead. 
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Daniel 12:1-4 At that time shall arise Michael the great prince who has charge of your people. And there 
shall be a time of trouble such as never has there been since there was a nation until that time. But at that time, 
your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. And many of those 
who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life and some to shame and everlasting con¬ 
tempt. And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament, and those who turn many to 
righteousness like the stars forever and ever. But you Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book until the time 
of the end. _ 


Here the time is "not yet." Daniel's prophecies are to be unsealed only when they about to be (a) repeated / (b) 
fulfilled . There will be no more delay [Rev. 10:6] refers to the delay that Daniel was told about back in Daniel 
12:4 


Daniel 12:5 ff And then I, Daniel looked, and behold, two others stood, one on this bank of the stream and 
one on that bank of the stream. And / said to the man clothed in linen who was above the waters of the stream, 
"How long shall it be until the end of these wonders?" The man clothed in linen who was above the waters in 
the stream, raised his right hand and his lefi hand towards heaven; and I heard him swear by him who lives for 
ever that it would be for a time, two times, and half a time; and that when the shattering of the power of the 
holy people comes to an end all these things would be accomplished. _ 


Though the man is not identified, our Lord wears_, the garment of the High Priest. He is rais¬ 

ing his hands in the gesture of (a) oath swearing / (b) beginning battle . This is about the amount of time for this 

prophecy's fulfillment. The 3 Vi "times" [1 time, 2 times, Vi time] are equal to 3 Vi -. Both Daniel 

and Revelation give the same specific time period. 

God swears oaths in Genesis 22:16-18 which Paul quotes in Hebrews 6:13: For when God made a promise to 
Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by himself, saying "Surely I will bless you 
and multiply you." In Galatians 3. Paul sees that oath as the Gospel in a nutshell. The Good News of Christ is 

that all the families of the earth, all the nations, all people, will be blessed through the seed of-. 

His son Isaac prefigures Christ because Christ is the son of_, and because Isaac was olfered 

up by his father, the father of many nations, as a_or holocaust. Together, Isaac and his 

father_demonstrate the same willingness that the Father and Son have on Calvary. Further, Isaac 

is offered up on Moriah, which 2 Chronicles 3:1 identifies with the hilly region around-. 

If a man's name isn't good enough to support testimony, then he invokes God's name by oath. God's Glory is on 
the line in this oath I take. God^will bless the person if he is faithful. He will curse the person if he is unfaith¬ 
ful - because the person asked Him to do it when swearing the oath. In Luke 1:72-73, oath and covenant are 
interchangeable terms: ...To peiform the mercy promised to our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant, the 
oath which he swore to our father Abraham.... 


When God raises His right hand in oath, it is a form of (a) judgment / (b) blessing . The first time the Lord does 

this in Numbers, it is in response to Israel's decision not to go into the-out of fear that 

they will not be victorious, even though God has promised to be with them. 

Number 14:28 Say to them. As I live, says the Lord, what you have said in my hearing I will do to you: your 
dead bodies shall fall in this wilderness; and of all your number, numbered from twenty years old and upward, 
who have murmured against me, not one shall come into the land where I swore that I would make you dwell, 
except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.' 
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In Deuteronomy 32:40, the Lord swears in this fashion - For I lift up My hand to heaven, and swear. As I live 
forever... 

In Ezekiel 20:33, divine oath swearing takes the form of God raising His right hand to heaven, and it refers back 
to Numbers 14 and Deuteronomy 32. 


Ezekiel 20:5 [NIV translation] This is what the sovereign Lord says, "On the day / chose Israel, I swore with 
uplifted hand, to the descendants of the house of Jacob, and revealed Myself to them in Egypt. With uplifted 
hand I said to them, "I am the Lord Your God." On that day I swore to them that I would bring them out of 
Egypt. 


When the Lord swears with uplifted hand, He reveals (1)_, and (2)_. His 

hand is lifted not just in blessing but also in covenant_. An example of the latter is 

Ezekiel 20:15: Also with uplifted hand, l swore to them in the desert that I would not bring them into the land 
which I had given them. 


Revelation 10:6 He swore by him who lives for ever and ever that there will be no more delay, but in the days 
when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished just as he 
announced to His servants, the prophets. 


The "mystery of God" is how He will fulfill His oath to Abraham, that the people of God will be 'catholic,' a 
worldwide family blessed with Abraham's own (a) blessing / (b) faith . 

In Mark 4:11, Jesus comes announcing the mystery of the kingdom of God, which Paul explains in Romans 
16:25: The mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past but now is manifested..., the obedience of 

_in ah nations, spoken of by Christ in the great commission, the Gospel, the_ 

Church. The mystery of the Kingdom of God, is the unity of the human race again with God. Paul explains in 
Ephesians 1: the mystery of His will is to sum up all things in _. 


Ephesians 3:1-11 When you read all that / am writing, you will realize just how wise I am, you will recognize 
my insight into the mystery of Christ, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets in the spir¬ 
it. To be specific, that the Gentiles, our fellow heirs, and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of 
the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. ...This grace was given to me to preach to the Gentiles the 
unfathomable riches of Christ and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has 
been hidden in God who created all things in order that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 
through the Church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places. 


All that was promised in the Old Testament is given in the Sacraments. Sacramentum means_. 

Speaking of the blessings of sacraments is speaking of the blessing of the covenant - the various oaths that Christ 
has sworn to bless us in all aspects of our lives. 

Most scholars recognize the background for Revelation 10: 8 ff as Ezekiel. Ezekiel is given a similar command 
right before Jerusalem was destroyed the first time in history. Ezekiel’s mission was to proclaim the judgment 
of God on the city of Jerusalem back in 586 BC when the Babylonians destroyed the first temple in Jerusalem. 
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Ezekiel 2:8 "But you. son of man, hear what I say to you; be not rebellious like that rebellious house; open 
your mouth and eat what I give you. "And when I looked, behold, a hand was stretched out to me, and lo, a writ¬ 
ten scroll was in it; and he spread it before me; and it had writing on the front and on the back, and there were 
written on it words of lamentation and mourning and woe. [3] And he said to me, "Son of man, eat what is 
offered to you; eat this scroll, and go, speak to the house of Israel." So I opened my mouth and he gave me the 
scroll to eat. And he said to me, "Son of man, eat this scroll that I give you and fill your stomach with it." Then 
I ate it' and it was in my mouth as sweet as honey. And he said to me. Son of man, go, get you to the house of 
Israel, and speak with my words to them. For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard lan¬ 
guage, whose words you cannot understand...But the house of Israel will not listen to you; for they are not will¬ 
ing to listen to me; because all the house of Israel are of a hard forehead and of a stubborn heart. Behold, I 
have made your face hard against their faces, [vs 10] Son of man, all my words that I shall speak to you receive 
in your heart, and hear with your ears. And go, get you to the exiles, to your people, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God'; whether they hear or refuse to hear." [Ezekiel predicts the captivity of all Israel to 

__ ] 


At the end of Ezekiel's mission, after he has prophesied and experienced the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
Temple and the dispersion and exile of all of the Israelites, he is given a mission to predict a new Temple. From 
40-48, he prophesies the restoration of Jerusalem and the New (a) Coven ant / (h) Temple, which Christians inter¬ 
preted as the Church and the Mystical Body of Christ. 

Revelation 11:1 I was given a reed like a measuring rod, and was told "go and measure the temple of God and 
the altar, and count the worshippers there." 


This passage is the strongest text that supports the writing of the Book of Revelation before-AD; 

there is still a temple to be measured. In 96 AD or later, there would be no temple, and the focus point here is 
on (a) Rome / (hi Jerusalem . 

The word for Temple here refers to the (a) outer shrine / (b) the Holy of Holies . John is told to 
...Exclude the (a) outer court/(b) Holy of Holies . And the word used for exclude is very strong; it means "cast 
out" in Greek. It is a juridical term for (at condemnation / (b) excommunication , when someone's case is cast 
out of court. 

Luke 21:20 ff. When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, you will know that its desolation is near. Then 
let those who are in Judea fee into the mountains, and those who are in the city get out. ... Jerusalem will be 
trampled on by all the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles arefidfilled. _ 


The abomination of desolation is closely connected to the surrounding of Jerusalem by-. 

Until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled means the_Age. It can also refer 

to a 3 year period, or fulfillment of preaching of (a) the end of time / (b) th e Gospel. 

In a doctoral thesis The Zitluhenlaben of the Apocalypse with particular reference to the role of the Church's 
enemies (Alan James Begley), page 63, "John Court suggests that reference here [in John] is to the Flavian War, 
from the spring of AD 67 to August 29, 70 AD, during which time Jerusalem was profaned." This is how long 

Jerusalem was besieged by the_, the Gentile forces. The Holy of Holies is being (a) consecrated 

/ (hi desecrated , and the outer court is being (a) consecrated / (b) desecrated because the spiritual reality the Holy 
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of Holies points to is the (a) Old / (b) New Jerusalem. The end of the Book of Revelation presents the piece of 
the puzzle not in Revelation 11 during the first measuring when John measures the Holy of Holies (a) a second 
time / (b) a third time . John sees the virgin bride of the Church descending from heaven adorned for her hus¬ 
band. 

The measurements of this new temple-bride reveal the shape of (a) round room / (b) a cube . A first century 
Jewish Christian familiar with the symbolism of the Temple Holy of Holies knew that these are the measures of 
it. This means that in the New Jerusalem there la) will be / (b) will not be a Temple, because God will dwell in 
the midst of the New Jerusalem. God will be (a) outside the Temple / lb) in the midst of His people in free, full, 
face-to-face fellowship with the Lord God. 


Revelation 11:2 ff. It will be given over to the Gentiles, and they will trample on the holy city for 42 months. 
I will give power to my two witnesses and they will prophesy for 1260 days. They will be clothed in sackcloth. 
These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands which stand before the Lord of the earth. If anyone tries 
to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm 
them must die. These men have power to shut up the sky, so that it will not rain during the time that they are 
prophesying. And they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague 
as often as they want. 


Two Old Testament prophets used these special powers mentioned here:_brought about a 3 Z 2 

year drought, and_struck the earth with plagues. So the two witnesses that testify against 

the wickedness of the Jerusalem Temple are "_" and "_." These two witnesses 

bear witness against those who reject (a) the Apostles / (h) Jesus Christ . 


Revelation 11:7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the abyss will 
attack them and overpower them and kill them. Their bodies will lie in the streets of the great city which is fig¬ 
uratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. 


These are clear references to indicate that the great city is (a) Sodom / lb) Jerusalem . 


Isaiah 1:10 Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom! Give ear to the teaching of our God, you people 
of Gomorrah! What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the Lord. I have had enough of burnt offer¬ 
ings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; / do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of he-goats. 


Isaiah the Prophet was sent to the wicked Jews in (a) Sodom / lb) Jerusalem . Pointing out the great emptiness 
of the sacrifices of the Old Covenant in the Temple of (a) Sodom / lb) Jerusalem through Isaiah, God says the 
offering of a pure heart and total obedience cannot come until the New Covenant. This offering will be total 
_from the heart, when the New Adam,_, comes to renew the covenant. 


Isaiah 3:1 For behold, the Lord, the Lord of hosts, is taking away from Jerusalem and from Judah stay and 

staff, the whole stay of bread, and the whole stay of water (9) Their partiality witnesses against them; they 

proclaim their sin like Sodom, they do not hide it. Woe to them! 


la) Isaiah / lb) Moses was the first to use the name of Sodom to refer to unfaithful Israel in Deuteronomy twice, 
Deuteronomy 29:23 and 32:32. Two other prophets mentioned by Professor Hahn who do this are 

_(23:14) and_(16:46), who compares Jerusalem and Samaria to harlots. 
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Four places that are compared to Jerusalem in the Old Testament when she is unfaithful are (1)-, 

( 2 )_, (3)_and (4)_. These cities stood against God's people. In 

contrast, first century Jewish Apocalypses referred to_as Babylon, because the Jews wanted 

it destroyed. However. John's Vision in Revelation is (a) Jewish / (b) Christian . The Evangelists and Paul are 
(at Jewish / (hi Christian ethnic background and (a) Jewish / (b) Christian spiritual background. 

Readings From First Century Histories (just before 70 AD). Prophetic Events 

1. Light at Night 

2. Gate Opening 

3. Chariots in the Sky 

4. Voice Inside the Temple 

5. Sword and Comet 

Commentary on Revelation by Chilton, p. 253 

"What clear warnings had God given them? Apart from the Apostolic preaching, God sent many miraculous 
signs and wonders to testify of the coming judgment. The festival seasons of the year 66 [AD] [drawing from 
Josephus, who was an eyewitness]: 

First Sign - Wliat you are doing is visible, seen by Almighty God. 

"... 'While the people were assembling for the Feast of Unleavened Bread, so bright a light shone round the Altar 
and Temple at night around the ninth hour [3 AM] that it looked like broad daylight. And this lasted tor halt an 
hour. The inexperienced regarded it as a good sign; but it was immediately interpreted by the sacred scribes in 
conformity with subsequent events' [i.e. as a sign of impending doom]." 

Second Sign - [Josephus] You are vulnerable and judgment is coming. 

"During the same feast, another shocking event took place. 'The east gate of the inner sanctuary was a very mas¬ 
sive gate, made of brass, and so heavy that it could scarcely be moved every evening by twenty men. It was fas¬ 
tened by iron bound bars and secured by bolts that were sunk very deep into a threshold that was fastened from 
a single stone block. Yet this gate was seen to open of its own accord at the sixth hour of the night [midnight]. 
The Temple guards ran and reported the news to the Captain and he came up and by strenuous efforts managed 
to close it. To the uninitiated this also appeared to be the best of signs, as they had assumed that God had opened 
to them the gate of happiness. But the wise men realized that the security of the Temple was symbolically break¬ 
ing down of its own accord and the opening of the gates was a present to the enemy, and they interpreted this in 
their own minds as a sign of the coming desolation.' [Chilton adds] A similar event, you will recall, happened 
in AD 30 when Christ was crucified and the Temple's outer veil, 24 feet wide and over 80 feet high, was ripped 
from top to bottom." [The Talmud: in AD 30 the gates of the Temple opened by themselves, because the over¬ 
head lintel (stone weighing 30 tons) collapsed. 

Third Sign - Spiritual powers as well as physical powers will bring this judgment. 

"'Those who were unable to attend the regular feast of Passover came for the second Passover the next month. 
A supernatural sign was seen, too amazing to be believed. What I am now to relate would, I imagine, be dis¬ 
missed as imaginary had this sign not been vouched for by eye witnesses and then followed by subsequent dis¬ 
asters that deserved to be thus signified. For before sunset, chariots were seen in the air over the whole country, 
an armed battalion speeding through the clouds and encircling the city.'" [This is not just Josephus the Jewish 
historian recording this. Tacitus the Roman historian says the following: "In the sky appeared a vision of armies 
in conflict in glittering armor. Sudden lightning flash from the clouds lit up the Temple. The doors of the Holy 
Place abruptly closed. A superhuman voice was heard to declare that the gods were abandoning it, and in the 
same instant came the rushing tumult of their departure."] 
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Fourth Sign - The spirits who protected the Temple announce they are departing. 

"The fourth sign occurred inside the Temple on the next great feast day and was witnessed by 24 priests who 
were on duty. 'At the Feast called Pentecost, when the priests had entered the inner courts of the Temple by night 
to perform their usual ministry, they declared that they were aware first of a violent commotion and din and then 
of a loud voice of a host crying out, "We are now departing!'" 

Fifth Sign - Sword-star and comet in the sky indicate condemnation from above. 

"A star that looked like a sword stood descended over the city, and a comet continued for a whole year. It was 
obvious that Jerusalem was no longer the dwelling place of God." Appealing four years later to the Jewish rev¬ 
olutionaries to surrender, Josephus declared: "I believe that the deity has fled from the holy place and stands now 
on the side with those with whom you are at war. Why? When an honorable man will fly from a wanton home 
when it abhors its inmates, do you think that God still remains this household in iniquity?" [Then Josephus 
describes how Israel did not repent.] 

Conclusion - 

Josephus' testimony describes his fellow Jews trapped in Jerusalem - these brigands, these thieves, these false 
messiahs - making disaster of the Holy City: "These men, therefore trampled on all the laws of men, and laughed 
at the laws of God. And as for the oracles and the prophets, they ridiculed them, as the tricks of jugglers. Yet 
did these prophets foretell many things of the rewards of virtue and the punishments of vice, which when these 
zealots violated, they occasioned the fulfilling of those very prophecies belonging to their own country. Neither 
did any other city suffer such misery. Nor did any age breed a generation more fruitful in wickedness than this 
was from the very beginning of the world. I suppose that had the Romans made any longer delay in coming 
against these villains, the city would have either been swallowed up by the ground opening upon them, or been 
overflowed by water, or else been destroyed by such thunder as the country of Sodom perished by. For it had 
brought forth a generation of men much more atheistic than were those that suffered such punishments. For by 
their madness, it was that all the people came to be destroyed." 

Wars, battles, starvation and other destruction were then described by Josephus. Jerusalem was divided into 
thirds, because there were three different false messiahs with warring bands behind them, burning each other's 
food supplies and assassinating each other's leaders inside the Temple during the worship. Even the priests, 
including the high priest, participated. God did many things before and after Jesus to point the way to His 
Church. 

Lloyd Gaston: (New Testament scholar) No Stone Upon Another, p.468: "For a Christian living in the sixties of 
the first century, all the signs seemed to point toward an imminent end. The end had been expected within a gen¬ 
eration. And the first generation was coming to an end. The hope for the nearness of the end was stimulated by 
persecution which the Church had been experiencing. According to the calculations of the best minds in Israel, 
the 490 years of Daniel 9 were at last coming to an end. And according to the perhaps independent tradition of 
a Messianic Age that was supposed to last 40 years, it had been just about that long since the beginning of the 
Christian Messianic Age." 

Translation of Gaston's interpretation of Daniel 9 by Hahn. 

♦It will be_years before the anointed one comes. 

-♦•The anointed one will be_(condemned and die). 

♦•He will put an end to_. 

♦•Then the prince shall come, bringing destruction upon the holy city_. 

■♦The_will be destroyed 

♦_will cease. 

♦•A strong_will be made. 


74 



The (a) Christians / (b) Romans could see this as describing what happened when Jesus came, suffered, died, etc. 
The (at Christians / (hi Rabbis believed that the Messiah would usher in a Messianic Age. 

The Rabbinic teaching was there would be three ages: 

-♦-This Age which was the (at Old Covenant /(b) Kingdom of David's sons 

-♦•The Messianic Age which would last_years 

-♦■The Age to Come of unlimited duration, a period of great- 

The early Christian teaching explained these three ages: 

-♦-This Age ending in_AD 

-♦•The Messianic Age beginning with the death of_, lasting-years 

-♦■The Age to Come beginning when the_is destroyed in 70 AD 


.Summary of Comments bv Professor Hahn on First Century History. 

In 62 AD, a poor man, Jesus Ben Ananias began prophesying. He went around the city of Jerusalem for 7 years 
62-69 AD, scantily clad, saying all day long only the following: "Woe, woe, woe. Woe to the bride. And woe 
to the Bridegroom. Woe to those who eat, and woe to those who sell." Over and over again, the same mes¬ 
sage, for 7 years. He was beaten, he was tortured, he was spit upon, he was thrown out of the city, he would 
come back the next day. To the citizens of Jerusalem, he was a sort of homeless, vagrant prophet, doing noth¬ 
ing but pronouncing "Woe. woe. woe" through the streets until he perished in the city itself. Do not underesti¬ 
mate the significance of 70 AD. _ 

The population of Jerusalem was around 70.000 in 70 AD. By the time it was destroyed, it had swelled to 1.2 
Revelation 11:10 ff. The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other 
gifts because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth... At that very hour there was a 
severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake and 
the survivors were terrified and gave glory to the God o f heaven. _ 

million pilgrims because they were there to celebrate a festival. The estimates ol those who were slaughtered in 
70 AD range from 600,000 to 1.2 million. 

One thing stood in the way of the whole world being initiated into God's Kingdom on earth, the-. 

The most"important obstacle for the Apostles who are evangelizing was (a) Rome / (bjJerusalem. Acts 1 -28 tells 
Revelation 11:15-19 The Seventh Angel sounded his trumpet and there were loud voices in heaven which said, 
"The Kingdom of the world has become the Kingdom of Our Lord, and of His Christ, and He will reign forev¬ 
er and ever. ” And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshipped 
God, saying, "We give thanks to You, Lord God Almighty, the One Who is and Who was, because You have taken 
Your great power and have begun to reign. The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come. The time has 
come for judging the dead and for rewarding the servants, Your prophets, and Your saints and those who rev¬ 
erence Your Name, both great and small. And for destroying those who destroy the earth (the land). " Then 
God's Temple in heaven was opened, and within His temple was seen the Ark of the Covenant; and there were 
flashes of lightning, loud noises, peals of thunder, an earthquake and heavy hail. _ 

the story of the (a) persecution / (hi success of the Apostles. It was (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem that was the center 
of opposition and persecution. Paul had a right to appeal to Caesar for a just hearing when he was accused by 
Jews because he could find no justice in (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem. 
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Your wrath has come is a reference to Psalm (a) 100/ ib) 2 . The word earth in Revelation actually means (a) 

land / (b) whole earth . The Old_in Jerusalem is being destroyed by earthquake, the whole city 

collapsing, because the seventh trumpet has been sounded. As a result of the destruction, in the heavenly 

Jerusalem, the New-is opened. A common belief among ancient Jews and their Rabbis was 

that there were always two Jerusalems and two_: a heavenly one and an earthly one. The earth¬ 

ly one was supposed to be based or built upon the pattern of the heavenly one. Moses, Abraham, and several 
prophets had visions of the heavenly Jerusalem so that they could see the pattern for the earthly one. 

The Ark of the Covenant had not been seen for five centuries, because according to 2 Maccabees, (a) Moses / 

(b) Jeremiah had hidden the Ark of the Covenant. Some legends said it was taken by_. 

The Ark of the Covenant in the inner sanctum, the Holy of Holies made it (a) important / (b) holv . The Ark of 

the Covenant contained the tablets of stone on which were written the__ 

the Decalogue. It also contained the Manna, Aaron's rod that had blossomed. It was made of acacia wood, cov¬ 
ered with gold, then overshadowed by the cherubim in gold, on top of which was the mercy seat. When the sec¬ 
ond temple was built, it (a) did / (b) did not include it. The Holy of Holies [inner room] was rebuilt in the sec¬ 
ond temple, but not the Shekinah glory cloud. The fire of God (a) did / (b) did not return and descend upon the 
temple when it was rebuilt and rededicated by Ezra and Nehemiah. So the Second Temple always lacked the 
luster and glory of the first.temple. Now, John is telling believers that God's temple is open in heaven and the 
Ark of the Covenant can be seen not just by the temple priests but by everyone! Everyone would want John to 
describe it. Instead, John tells the readers about what he heard, not what he saw. Then he says: 

Revelation 12:1 A great and wondrous sign appeared in the heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head. She was pregnant and she cried out in her pangs 
of birth... 


Professor Hahn believes that the sound and light John describes do not skip the description of the Ark but they 

introduce the-into the scene of the Last Judgment. What made the Ark of the 

Covenant so holy was not the special wood nor the gold on it. It was what it contained: the Word of God in stone 
(the 10 Commandments), the Manna given by God to His People for food on their wilderness pilgrimage, and 
the priestly rod of Aaron that budded, blossomed. Whatever made the Ark of the Covenant holy in the Old 

Testament, is precisely the same principle that makes_even more holy and more truly the 

real Ark of the Covenant. 


Comparison of Contents 

the earthly Ark the heavenly Ark 

Word of God in stone in_ 

Bread of God Manna the_ 

Priest ol God Aaron's High Priest's rod of office Jesus Christ, High Priest 

So the description of_is the description of the Ark. 

The Ark had a Mercy Seat, a throne of grace, on top of the Ark. which had been vacant for centuries because 
there is no one present worthy to sit upon it and grant the mercy.... 

Prof essor Hahn discusses some comments from commentaries on the Ark of the Covenant. 


Revelation 12:1 A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun and the moon 
under her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 
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1. Othmar Keel, Symbolism in the Biblical World (Seabury Press), p. 170: The explanation of the architecture 
of the ancient arks demonstrates that the Ark of the Covenant of the Old Testament was not all that unusual in 
the ancient world. He refers to this as the great cherubim throne, and there were many cherubim thrones all 
around the ancient near East. It was a box like a footstool with a throne which is overshadowed by cherubim 
(spiritual warrior guardians). "The great popularity of cherubim thrones is demonstrated in Canaan and 
Phoenicia during the late Bronze and early Iron Ages. Excavators describe it as a (a) female / (b) male figure 
sitting in a square armchair." 

Jesus is present at the Mercy Seat of the Ark of the Covenant in the New Jerusalem. The Ark is also a sign or 
"type" of Christ - the wood being His (a) humanity / (b) divinity , the gold being His (a) humanity / (b) divinity. 
In fact, early Church Fathers apply the ark image more to Christ than to Mary, though they also applied it to 
Mary. 

2. Killian Healy, The Assumption of Maty, p. 158: "Hence we are not surprised that St. Athanasius greeted Mary 
with the title Ark of the New Covenant. In 348, on his return to Egypt from exile, he preached a sermon that in 
part says this of Mary, 'To what shall I liken thee among all creatures, O Ark of the New Covenant, clad on all 
sides with purity in place of gold? The one in whom is found its golden vase with its True Manna, that is the 
flesh in which lies the Godhead. If I say that heaven is high, it is not thy equal. For it is written, "Heaven is my 
throne, while thou are the resting place of God." And then. 900 years later, one of the doctors of the Church, St. 
Anthony of Padua, the Evangelical Doctor: preaching on the Assumption, uses the symbol of the Ark and others 
to illustrate the Assumption of Mary. In the Constitution of the definition of the Dogma of the Assumption of 
Mary, Pope Pius XII refers to this and adds the comment that "[St Anthony of Padua] asserts that just as Jesus 
Christ has risen from the dead, over which He triumphed, and has ascended to the right hand of the Father; so, 
likewise, the Ark of His Sanctification has risen up, since on this day the Virgin Mother has been taken up to her 
heavenly dwelling." This book is filled with images of Mary that show her as the Ark of the Covenant as well 
as Mary the Woman Clothed with the Sun. 

3. Father Rene Laurentin, The Truth of Christmas: Beyond the Myths (St. Bede’s, Petersham MA). 

Laurentin draws ten parallels between Ark of Covenant in the Old Testament and Mary in the New Testament - 
not just in Rev 12, but also in Luke's Gospel. He compares two episodes -(1) 2 Samuel 6 when David brings the 
Ark of Covenant up to Jerusalem and (2) Luke 1:39-43 when Mary takes Jesus up into the hill country of Judah 
to Elizabeth's house. Several of the same Greek words are used in both the Old and the New Testament. David 
arose and went and Mary did the same. Both go up to a city in Judah. "Mary like David sets out on a journey. 
David is afraid, like Mary in Luke 1:30, and his fear inspires these words which Elizabeth takes up. In 2 Samuel 
6:9 How can the Ark of the Lord come to me and into my house ? In Luke 1:43, Elizabeth declares: How is this 
granted me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? In 2 Samuel 6:12, we find that the joy ol the people 
of Jerusalem and of David, and the same word is used in Luke 1:44 to describe the joy of Elizabeth and of John 
the Baptist. David danced for joy in 2 Samuel 6:14-16, and likewise John the Baptist leapt for joy in the womb 
of his mother, and both places use the exact same rare Greek word to describe the dancing leaping of David and 
of John the Baptist. Likewise, the cries of the people accompanied the Ark in 2 Samuel 6, and the same word is 
used to describe Elizabeth's cry in Luke 1:42. The Ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obededom for three 
months, and likewise Mary remained with Elizabeth for three months." 

Old Testament Background for the Woman Clothed with the Sun, Her Son, and the Drag on 

Genesis 3:15 The Protoevangelium, the First_. the initial promise of a future redeemer as the seed of 

fal God / (bl a woman . The dragon will have his head crushed by (a) God / (b) the woman . The first Eve was 
created immaculate but was seduced by the devil (dragon); the "woman's seed" will bring redemption by crush¬ 
ing the dragon. The woman is described thus as the new_by the Early Church Fathers, immaculate. 
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Exodus events From the nation ot_. God delivers Israel, His "first born son," and takes the 

nation into the wilderness for a while. 

Isaiah 7:10-14 Again the Lord spoke to King Aha- [faithless ruler in House of David] "Ask a sign of the Lord 
your God. Let it be as deep as Sheol or as high as heaven." But Altaz said, "I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test." But he said, "Hear then O House of David! Is it too little for you to weary men; that you 
weaty my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself wilt give you a sign. Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son and shall call his name Emmanuel, 'God-with-us.' In Revelation 12, the woman giving birth to a male 
child refers to God ensuring the Kingdom of David will remain forever, as God swore to_. 

Psalm 2:9 is the source for Revelation 12:5 ...will rule all the nations with an iron rod. This psalm deals with 
the kingdom of David. 

In Revelation 12, the mother of the Messiah is in the line of David, safeguarding the kingdom of David from the 
dragon. This would be an important sign in the first century because the kingdom of David is in peril. The drag¬ 
on not only stands for Satan (an individual) but also for a collective power. Since horns symbolize dynastic 
power in the Old Testament, it is possible that Satan was identified with an earthly kingdom. 

J. E. Leonard, Come Out of Her, My People, p. 91: "The personification of this Satanic power working through 

(a) Jerusalem / (h) Rome is_the Great. He gives orders to kill all Jewish baby boys after he learns 

ol the birth of Jesus, infant king of the Jews." Herod is of the people of Edom, an Edomite. Edom is the Hebrew 

word for_. "The Herodian dynasty is underrated reality of the first century." (Professor Hahn) 

Herod the Great, a non-Jew, was appointed by Rome in 40 BC to rule Judea. He was in power from 37 
to 4 BC, and the King of Judea and Galilee. He wiped out the Hasmodean dynasty of the Jews to safeguard his 
own power. Jews did not accept him as their king. When he died, four of his sons formed a tetrarchy: Herod 
Philip II, Archelaus, Herod Antipas (who put John the Baptist to death and to whom Pilate sent Jesus), and 

Aristobulus. Herod claimed to be King in Jerusalem, laying claim to the_dynasty. He rebuilt 

the-. He was very wicked: murdered his_, executed three of his_, his 

mother-in-law, brother-in-law, uncle, and many others. He conspired with, consulted the_ 

of Jerusalem in the slaughter of the infants in Bethlehem. Later, after the tetrarchy, Herod Agrippa I was respon¬ 
sible for the killing of (a) Matthew / (b) James (Book of Acts) and put (a) Paul / (h) Peter in prison. Herod 
Agrippa II is the one before whom (a) Paul / (b) Peter makes his defense, and ruled up until the early 60s AD. 
There were exactly (a) ten / (b) seven Herods, the same number as the heads of the dragon in Revelation 12. The 
ten horns are the source of the power of the dragon because in Daniel the horns are the real power source where 
the heads get authority. The Herodian dynasty got its authority from (a) the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem / (b) Julius 
Caesar and the Caesars that followed in Rome. The Caesars were Julius, Augustus (in the time of Christ's birth), 
Tiberius Caesar (Luke 3:1), Claudius (Acts 17), Nero, followed by three who vied for the throne and probably 
ruled for a short while. Then Vespasian comes back from the Jerusalem campaign to become Caesar, and then 
his son Titus (the one who destroyed Jerusalem in 70 AD) becomes Caesar. There are 10 Caesars between Julius 
Caesar and Titus Caesar. These Herods and Caesars empower Satan the dragon to make war against the woman 
of Revelation 12 and her Davidic son, heir to the throne that God swore to establish forever. 

Professor Hahn: "This is Satan indeed, but it is Satan personified in the Herodian dynasty there in Jerusalem 
claiming the Temple of God as his own [because he is the one who took decades...to rebuild it], and he is the 
one who has the greatest gripe against Jesus, the Son of David, and aaainst Mary, the Queen Mother of the Son 
of David." 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Six 

1. How can we gain insight for our spiritual life from "the tone of urgency and immediacy in the Book of 
Revelation?" 


2. The Fall of Jericho is preceded by 6 days of marching around the city walls, and on the 7th day, the trumpets 
are sounded and the walls fall allowing Israel to rush in to conquer the city. Explain how this event can be repli¬ 
cated in the weekly life of prayer and worship of the modern Catholic Christian. 


3. If the prophecies of the seven thunders are not written down because they do not apply to the present situa¬ 
tion (at the time John wrote), what message might that include for today's Church and Catholics in general ? 


4. In the Hail Mary, Catholics ask the Mother of God to pray for them "at the hour of our death." How might 
that be related to the visions of the Book of Revelation? 


5. What gestures of Catholic Christianity are similar to the man clothed in linen whose gesture indicates oath- 
swearing-in Daniel 12? When do Catholics use these gestures and how do they remind us of God’s promise to 
save us? 


79 



6. Professor Hahn says that all of the Old Testament promises are given in the Sacraments. Explain how this 
might be. 


7. Give a personal assessment of the motives of Josephus in his descriptions of the signs that happened prior to 
the fall of Jerusalem and in his opinions about the spiritual and moral conditions of Jerusalem (based on the quo¬ 
tations from Josephus on this tape) 


8. The Christians of the first century were interpreting the current events around them based on prophecies from 
the Old Testament and on the writings of the first century Apostles. What can modem Christians use to inter¬ 
pret the current events of today, and how ought they to be interpreted? 


9. And rlie twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshipped God, say¬ 
ing, "We give thanks to You, Lord God Almighty, the One Who is and Who was, because You have taken Your 
great power and have begun to reign (Revelation 11). Where in the liturgy does the Church echo this statement 
today? 


10. What might the contents of the earthy Ark compare to in today's parishes? 

the earthly Ark the parish church the heavenly Ark 

Word of God in stone _ in flesh 

Bread of God Manna _ the Eucharist 

Priest of God Aaron's rod of office _ Jesus, High Priest 

11. What future promises for each disciple of Christ are fulfilled in Mary's mysteries: (a) Motherhood of God, 
(b) Assumption into heaven, (c) Coronation in heaven? How might the Church today be called the 'woman of 
Revelation?' 


12. Name some "Herods" and "Caesars" who empower Satan in this century. (These could be specific individ¬ 
uals and their followers or specific movements or philosophies.) 
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Tape seven - The Woman and Her Child 
vs. The Dragon and the Beasts 
(Chapters 12-14) 


Discussion of Research on The Woman Clothed with the Sun 

1. Bernard Le Frois, "The Woman Clothed With the Sun. Individual or Collective: an Exegetical Study," 1954 
doctoral thesis, now out of print. He concludes "that the woman of Revelation 12 designates a concrete person, 
who embodies in herself a collective." [She is a person, but her presentation in Revelation 12 is representative 
or symbolic.] He also published his research a couple years before his thesis. In "The Woman Clothed with the 
Sun," American Ecclesiastical Review (1952), he says, "From a literary analysis, certain points are clear. First 

of all, it is clear that the dragon is_, who is the enemy to the Lord of the world and to the 

one who bore the Lord of the world, the woman." 


The dragon is also a symbol, not just an individual person, with seven heads and ten horns and seven diadems 
upon his heads. Daniel 7 and other Old Testament passages indicate that heads and horns are symbols of (a) 
devils / (b) kingdoms , especially antagonistic ones that oppress God's people. Revelation's picture shows that 
Satan is also closely linked with worldly powers, with institutions, with monarchies and empires. 

The male child is an individual and also a symbol of Davidic empire. Christ is the King of Israel, the Son of 
David, par excellence. He is also the institution of the Davidic dynasty, wherein every son of David is anoint¬ 
ed to be king of Israel. 

The woman clothed with the sun is an individual person, namely the_, mother ol 

the male child as well as a corporate symbol. 


Le Flois, page 167: "The woman gives birth to Christ, head and members, in one and the same act. Who is this 
woman, the object of Satan's fury, decked out as queen of the heavens, in the great throes of motherhood, in order 
to give to the world its rightful heir and king? And what role has she to play at this juncture of the apocalyptic 
visions, placed as she is before the reign of the beast in chapter 13?" [As soon as Jesus' reign is established in 
chapter 5, the woman's reign is established in chapter 12. Both of them are the object ot the lurious assault ot 
the dragon, who wants to install his own king, the beast, in chapter 13. This particular symbol, the woman 
clothed with the sun, is seen in a larger context with lots of powers at war between-and Satan.] 

Le Flois considers some objections to the woman symbolizing Mary- 

First objection: the birth pangs. Mary fa) did / (h) did not suffer birth pangs in bringing forth Christ the Messiah. 
Le Flois responds: "To be bom in the pangs of birth is not necessarily to refer to physical birth pangs. St Paul 
tells the Galatians in 4:19 that he is in the pains of childbirth until Christ be formed in them. Presumably he did 
not mean that literally. Likewise in Romans 8:22, Paul says that all creation groans and agonizes until now. 
Creation groans and travails like a mother who is about to give birth. In both cases, there is a question of suf¬ 
fering in general, or suffering of the soul, but there is not any physical birth pangs. Likewise, the expression 'to 

be in pain' - 'to be delivered' - is used in the New Testament for either physical or-suffering... 

The picture here, of a mother in birth pangs, can represent the universal mother in her anguish of desire to bring 
forth Christ to the world, and to bring Christ into the hearts of all men. Or it could also refer to the spiritual suf¬ 
ferings which are the price of motherhood of the whole Christ." Mary at the Cross in spiritual birth pangs gives 
birth to Christ and to all the Church. 
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Se cond objection: the woman has other children. "...This is said to militate ... against Mary's perpetual virgin¬ 
ity. The term for offspring, 'sperma' in scripture, shows that it can stand both for physical offspring of carnal 
descent and for those who are bom in a spiritual manner of someone. For instance, Paul says in Galatians 3:29 
when he speaks of Abraham's sperma - Abraham's seed - Abraham's offspring - and he applies it to Gentiles who 
have faith." The 'children of Mary' are her spiritual offspring: Mary is the spiritual mother of all God's children. 

Third objection: the woman is a symbol and not individual. All personages in Revelation 12 are symbols while 
having a personal meaning. "The Lamb in Revelation 5. with seven horns and seven eyes, is a symbol, and yet, 
it also surely refers to Christ the individual." 

Fourth objection: the woman was given two wings of the great eagle that she might fly from the serpent into the 
wilderness to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time... These details do 
not seem to lit Mary, "...it could be a literary device, simply to express the woman's exemption from all dia¬ 
bolical influence. It could also refer in a symbolic sense to Mary's flight into_, where she was 

carried away by the vision from the angel for safety, for her own safety, for Joseph's and for our Lord's." 

Conclusion, p 1 69: "Far from the description of the woman being incompatible with the Blessed Mother, it lends 
itself admirably to any number of truths of Mariology. One: Mary's fullness of divine grace, symbolized by 

being clothed with_, the Light of the World, the Sun. Two: Her exalted position in heaven 

where the entire body of the elect form her crown of glory, twelve being the number for (a) the tribes of Israel / 
(b) universality. Three: the divine motherhood of her whose son is Messiah, universal King and Son of God. 
Four: the spiritual motherhood of the faithful by reason of which she suffered the birth pangs of Calvary long 
before it became a reality. [In Luke 2:35, you recall, how the "sword shall pierce" her heart.] And five: her com¬ 
plete exemption from all diabolical influence so as to remain unconquered by Satan in every way." These sym¬ 
bols refer not only to the individual Mary but also to the truths of Mariology. "Let us apply this to Revelation 
12. The woman signifies an individual. No other individual can be meant but Mary, for Mary alone became 
Mother simultaneously of the person of Christ and of those who are His members. The woman signifies at the 
same time a collective body that is organically one with Mary, namely the Church, which is born of Mary, and 
is truly the Iruit of her womb, and of which she is truly mother and ideal. This double symbolism - or signifi¬ 
cation - of the woman was already considered a common view in the fifth century in the west." 

Le Flois quotes from the breviary of Saint Quadvolth Deus, a fifth century Father speaking around 450 AD: 
"There is no one of you who doesn't know that the woman signifies the Virgin Mary, Who bore our inviolate 
Head, herself inviolate, who also showed forth in herself the ideal of Holy Church, so that if she remained a vir¬ 
gin giving birth to a son, so also the Church brings forth His members throughout all time, but does not lose her 
virginity.” Mary was virgin and mother; the Church is supernaturally empowered to be virgin and mother. So, 
there are good reasons to draw the conclusion from an exegetical basis that the woman signifies the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. However, this view (a) does / (b) does not have a majority force among biblical scholars. 

But still Le Flois can conclude (page 177), "The glorious woman of chapter 12 is the Blessed Mother of God and 
our mother clothed with Christ, the Light, queen of the universe, conqueror over all her adversaries, God's cho¬ 
sen ideal for all the redeemed, the sign of salvation for the sons of God and the sign of defeat to Satan and hell. 
The Blessed Virgin Mary symbolizes simultaneously God's prodigy of the latter time, the Church modeled on 
the ideal Mother, giving birth to Israel as members of Christ protected by God from the fury of Satan and the 
impending reign of Antichrist, when the mystery of God has achieved its full perfection." In other words, we 
have here double signification - that the woman signifies Mary and signifies the_. 
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2. St. Thomas explains prophecies commonly have double signification. "Prophecies are sometimes uttered 
about things which existed at the time in question but are not uttered primarily with reference to them but inso¬ 
far as they are a figure of things to come." The prophecy about the woman is in regard to Mary and in regard 

with something yet to come. Holy Mother___prepared at the end of time, prepared as 

a spotless bride for Christ the Bridegroom. So you can have the beginning and the end symbolically portrayed 
in prophecy, and that is common. "Therefore the Holy Ghost has provided that when such prophecies are uttered 
some detail should be inserted which go beyond the actual thing done so that the mind may be raised to the thing 
signified." 

3. Navarre Bible on Revelation , page 97, "The Second Vatican Council has solemnly taught that Mary is a type 
or symbol of the Church, for 'in the fa) presentation / (b) mystery of the Church, which is itself rightly called 
mother and virgin, the Blessed Virgin stands out in eminent and singular fashion as exemplar both of virgin and 
mother.'" ( Lumen Gentium, article 63) 

4. John Paul II, Redemptoris Mater (Mother of the Redeemer), 1987, Paragraph 47, "Thanks to this special bond 
linking the Mother of Christ with the Church, there is further clarified the mystery of that woman who, from the 
first chapters of Genesis to the Book of Revelation, accompanies the revelation of God's salvific plan for human¬ 
ity. For Mary, present in the Church as the Mother of the Redeemer, takes part as a mother in that monumental 
struggle against the powers of darkness which continues throughout human history. And by her ecclesial iden- 
tification as the woman clothed with the sun, it can be said that in the most holy Virgin the Church has already 
reached that perfection whereby she exists without spot or wrinkle." 

5. Pope Pius X, Ad Deum Ilum Laeatissimum, on the Immaculate Conception, February 2, 1904, 50 years after 
the definition of the Immaculate Conception was rendered by the Magisterium. Paragraph 24. [from The Papal 
Encyclicals, Parion Press, only source for all encyclicals from 1740 to 1981] "Leaving aside charity towards 
God, who can contemplate the Immaculate Virgin without feeling moved to fulfill that precept which Christ 
called peculiarly His own, namely, that of loving one another as He loved us? 'A great sign’ - thus the Apostle 
St. John describes a vision divinely sent him - 'a great sign appears in the heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, 
with the moon under her feet and a crown of 12 stars upon her head.' Everyone knows that this woman signi¬ 
fied the Virgin Mary, the stainless one who brought forth our Head." A strong statement. 

Revelation 13-1 And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems 
upon its horns and a blasphemous name upon its heads. _ 


The dragon and the beast are fa) the same / (b) distinct . The dragon, in effect, is the source of the beast and its 
authority. There is a blasphemous name upon its heads in almost a parody of the 144,000 who were marked on 

their foreheads. It is also a parody of the turban over the forehead of the-which was 

inscribed "Holy to the Lord." 

Revelation 13:2 And the beast that l saw was like a leopard, its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like 
a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authorin'.. _ 


Almost every commentator agrees that this beast from the sea refers to-... because the sea is 

generally the source for (a) Pagan / (b) Gentile power. 

Daniel 7:2 ff. / saw in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea. 
The four great beasts came up out of the sea, different from one another. _ 
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A significant prophecy of the Old Testament - how four consecutive fa) Pagan / (b) Gentile empires arise to dom¬ 
inate and oppress Old Testament Israel. And the four empires are signified, or presented, as beasts: 

1. a lion standing for _ 

2. a bear standing for _ 

3. a leopard standing for _ 

4. ugly and terrifying but no animal stands for _ 

5. In Revelation 13, the beast arising from the sea looks like all_! Rome, in 

effect, is the culmination of evil and power, represented by_,_, 

and_. [same as above] 


Revelation 13:3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was heated and the 
whole world followed the beast with wonder. 


Many scholars argue that this refers to the myth of_"redivivus," worst of the Caesars in the first centu¬ 

ry. He was the first Caesar to persecute Christians, though for the majority of his reign, he (a) did / (h) did not 

persecute them. When Paul wrote the book of Romans,_was Caesar. In Romans 12, Paul says 

authorities are all appointed by God, and that they execute God's wrath on the evil doer. Yet, around 54 AD, 

-was very popular and just. Later (early 60s), he became a tyrant, revealed he was a pervert, 

bi-sexual, and a terrorist. As an aphrodisiac, he (it is said) watched the torture of people. He used to dress up 
as a wild beast and systematically rape prisoners, both male and female. He kicked his pregnant wife to death. 

His terrible persecution of Christians lasted for_years. This was probably at the instigation of 

(a) the Romans / (b) the Jews who were trying to get him on their side against Christians. He committed sui¬ 
cide. There was a prevalent myth shortly after his death that he would come back from the dead. Professor Hahn 
(a) does / ( b) does not find the evidence of this myth very compelling, though it is common. 

Revelation 13:4 Men worshipped the dragon for he had given his authority to the beast and the worshipped 
the beast, saying 'who is like the beast and who can fight against it?' And the beast was given a mouth utter¬ 
ing haughty and blasphemous words, and was allowed to exercise authority for 42 months. 


The Caesars demanded__ legally defined themselves as "gods walking on earth." When 

St. Peter stands up at Pentecost and says "These is no other Name among men by which men must be saved than 
Jesus" he was actually echoing and parodying a statement made by Augustus Caesar: "There is no other name 
under heaven by which men must be saved than Augustus Caesar." He was not only "Ka-sar", Caesar and Lord, 
but So-ter", Savior, as well, which fits with the emperor worship that was so prevalent in ancient Rome. The 
interpretation of the 42 months the Neroian persecution which began in mid-November, 64 AD, and lasted until 
June, 68 AD, which is almost exactly 42 months, or 1260 days. 

Revelation 13:5 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God blaspheming His Name and His dwelling, 
i.e., those who dwell in heaven. So also was it allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. 


Blaspheming His Name refers to_, and his dwelling refers to the temple of the (a) Old / (b) New 

Covenant, the_. 
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Daniel 7:23 Thus he said, "as for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth kingdom on earth which shall be dif¬ 
ferent from all the Kingdoms. It shall devour the whole earth and trample it down, and break it to pieces. As 
for the ten horns out of this kingdom, ten kings shall arise. And another shall arise after them. He shall be dif¬ 
ferent from the former ones and shall put down three kings. He shall speak words against the Most High. He 
shall wear out the saints of the Most High and shall think to change the times and the law. And they shall be 
given into his hand for a time, two times and half a time. [3 V 2 times or years] But the court [heavenly tribu¬ 
nal] shall sit in judgment and his dominion shall be taken away to be consumed and destroyed in the end. And 
the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High 


Ten horns on the fourth beast correspond to ten kings. Ten historical_can be counted. In the 

first half of Daniel 7, the Son of Man overcomes the fourth beast. In the second half of Daniel 7, the saints of 

the Most High, who are the_, share in the Son of Man's conquest. The irony is that the 

Caesars and Rome seek to destroy God’s people, but God plants His people, through the blood of the martyrs, in 
Rome, so that the Temple of God, His people, the Church of Christ, come to be known as the 
_Catholic Church. 

Revelation 13:7 ff. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them and authority was given 
over every tribe and tongue and nation. All who dwell on earth will worship it. Everyone whose name has not 
been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain. If anyone has an 
ear, let him hear. If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes. If anyone slays with the sword, with the 
sword must he be slain 


Jeremiah 15:2 And when they asked you, ‘Where shall we go?" You shall say to them, "Thus says the Lord, 
'Those who are for pestilence, to pestilence; those who are for the sword, to the sword; those who are for famine, 
to famine; and those who are for captivity, to captivity. I will appoint over them four kinds of destroyers, says 
the Lord. The sword to slay, the dogs to tear, the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth to devour and to 
destroy. And I will make them a whore to all the kingdoms of the earth because of what Manasseli did in 
Jerusalem. 


Manasseh was the most wicked king in David's line because he offered up thousands and thousands of 

_in sacrifice in Jerusalem. Because of that, no matter how much repentance and reform Josiah 

practiced two generations later, Jerusalem would perish because of Manasseh's wickedness. Jeremiah is assur¬ 
ing the people of Jerusalem 'to captivity you go.' This whole section of Jeremiah goes all the way back to chap¬ 
ter 14 - the inevitability of Jerusalem's conquest and exile. Jeremiah is so sure of God's word that he doesn't 
even (a - ) curse / (b) prav for Jerusalem. 


Jeremiah 14:11 ff. The Lord said to me, 'Do not pray for the welfare of this people.' Though they fast, I won't 
hear their cry’. And though they offer burnt offering and cereal offering, I won't accept them. But I will con¬ 
sume them by the sword and by famine and by pestilence 'And I said, 'Oh Lord God, behold, the prophets say 
to them, 'You shall not see the sword. Neither shall you have famine. But I will give you assured peace in this 
place.' And the Lord said to me, 'Prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I didn't send them, nor did I com¬ 
mand them, nor speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless divination, and the deceit 
of their own minds. Therefore, thus says the Lord to the prophets who prophesy in my name, although I didn't 
send them, saying sword and famine shall not come upon this land, by sword and famine those prophets shall 
be consumed. 
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This incredible language is used in this section of Revelation because_, the fourth beast, is the 

instrument that God uses to cause the downfall of the second Temple in 70 AD. Jeremiah prophesied how 
Babylon would come and fulfill his prophecies concerning Jerusalem's destruction. It occurred in 587 BC. And, 
on the exact same day of the year,_did it again in 70 AD. 

Such a radical denunciation against Israel is pronounced because from a prophetic perspective, Israel is to the 

(all) nations what_is to all human persons. Israel's sin is a paradigm of every nation raised up by 

God for a season, and offered the word of God, opportunity to pledge allegiance to Christ, to respond in obedi¬ 
ence and faith. Nations in the (a) Old / (b) New Testament age positively pledge their allegiance to God, sin¬ 
cerely, but not completely. And God, as a good Father, chastises. In Hebrews 12, God's legitimate children must 
expect chastisement and discipline. "_" is the term actually used in Hebrews 12. Israel's expe¬ 

rience, its rise and subsequent downfall, as a (a) political / (b) spiritual entity, reflects every nation's destiny. 


C ommentary on national "religion" 

Pope Leo XIII, Apostolic Letter, Testum Benevolencia, January 22, 1899. It was sent to His Eminence Cardinal 
Gibbons, Archbishop in Baltimore. He warned him of the dreadful heresy that was creeping around the world, 

called the heresy of_. "The object of this letter is not to repeat the praise so often accorded, 

but rather to point out certain things which are to be avoided and corrected. And all the more so, as it is con¬ 
ceived and intended, to put an end to certain contentions which have arisen lately among you, and which dis¬ 
turb the minds, if not of all, at least of many, to the no slight detriment of peace. [He concludes this letter on 

true and false_and religion]. Hence, from all that we have hitherto said, it is clear, beloved son, 

that we cannot approve the opinions which some comprise under the head of_. For it raises 

the suspicion that there are some among you who conceive of and desire a church in America different from 
that which is in the rest of the world. One in the unity of doctrine, as in the unity of government, such is the 
Catholic Church, and since God has established its center and foundation in the chair of Peter, one which is 
rightly called "Roman", for where Peter is, there is the Church." 


There is no_Church. The Pope addresses the temptation among American Catholics to want 

to be popular among Protestants, who at this point in time were anti-Catholic. The Catholics were wrongly inter¬ 
preting the principle of (a) invincible / (b) vincible ignorance, making it seem as though it doesn't really matter 
whether or not people enter into the fullness of faith which is found in the Catholic Church alone. 


Revelation 13:11 ff. Then I saw another beast which arose from out of the earth, [or 'from the land'] It had 
two horns like a lamb [covenant sacrificial animal], but it spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the authority of 
the first beast in its presence and makes the land and its inhabitants worship the first beast. It works great signs, 
even making fire come down from heaven to earth in the sight of men. And by the signs which it is allowed to 
work in the presence of the beast, it deceives those who dwell on earth, bidding them "make an image for the 
beast which was wounded by the sword and yet lived." 


The Gentiles come from the sea, and the land here, most interpreters agree, is the_, 

Israel. The dragon of Revelation 12 is Satan, the seven heads and ten horns of the Herodian dynasty which 
oppressed Judea and the whole Promised Land - with 7 Herods and the 10 horns would be the Caesars which 
really gave power to the Herodian dynasty to rule the Jews. The Herodian dynasty established itself in 

_, rebuilding the Temple, and identified it as Herod's Temple, though he was not from 

the line of David or the tribe of (a) Benjamin / (bl Judah . He fa) was / (b) was not a foreigner from Edom, an 
Edomaean, an Edomite. 
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John 19:1 Pilate took Jesus and scourged him and the soldiers plaited a crown of thorns and put it on his 
head and arrayed him in a purple robe. And they came up to him, saying 'Hail, King of the Jews', and struck 
him with their hands. Pilate went out to them again and said to them, "See, I am bringing him out to you that 
you may know that I find no crime in him." Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, 
and Pilate said to them, "Behold the Man." When the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, 
"Crucify him! Crucify himl" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for I find no crime in 
him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law and by that law he ought to die because he made himself the 
Son of God." [Verse 12] Upon this, Pilate sought to release him, but the Jews cried out, "If you release this 
man, you are not Caesar's friend. Everyone who makes himself a king, sets himself against Caesar." [Verse 
15] Pilate said to them, "Shall I crucify your king?" And the chief priests answered, " We have no king but 
Caesar." So he handed him over to be crucified. 


The statement of the priests is a confession of anti-_. The Herodian dynasty, empowering a 

procurator named Pilate, exacts from these people and the chief priests, a confession that acknowledges the pri¬ 
macy of_and Rome. The second beast refers to a false prophet, a false (a) Jeremiah / 

(b) Elijah , who called fire down from heaven. This beast has particular power so great that it can do what only 
(a) Jeremiah / (h) Elijah could do back in the Old Testament. 


Revelation 13:14. It was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast so that the image of the beast should 
even speak and to cause those that would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. 


This idea of the beast refers to Nebuchadnezzar, the first beast in Daniel, who required men to worship him or 
to be slain. He tried to slay Shadrack, Meshac and Abednego by throwing them into a fiery furnace, where a 
fourth figure, one like the Son of God , appears walking with them in the fire. 


Revelation 13:16. Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked 
on the right hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is the name of the 
beast or the number of its name. This calls for wisdom. Let him whose understanding reckon the number of 
the beast for it is a human number. Its number is six hundred and sixty-six 


What is the primary, initial reference of . the first centu ry for 66 6 ? 

1. Most scholars say it is Nero, because "Kaiser Neran" in (a) Hebrew / (b) Greek has a numerical 
value of 666. 

2. Some ancient manuscripts read 616. More popularly, he was known as "Kaiser Nero" and that 
numerical value is 616. In Chilton's commentary, page 347, drawing from Austin Ferrar's "Revelation 
of St. John the Divine" (1964), page 156: " 'It was on the sixth day of the week, and at the sixth hour,' 
says St. John, 'that the kingdoms of Christ and anti-Christ looked one another in the face in Pilate's court. 
And the adherents of the false prophet Caiphas firmly wrote on their foreheads the mark of the beast 
when they said 'We have no king but Caesar.' Presently, they saw the Lamb uplifted, His true name over 
His Head, King of the Jews. And for all they could do, they could not get it erased. 'What I have 
written,' said Pilate, 'I have written.' Christ's Friday victory is the supreme manifestation also of the 
anti-Christ. The sixth day, Friday, at the sixth hour, they handed Jesus over to the beast to be executed." 

3. On one other occasion the number 666 is found in the Bible, in 1 Kings 10. There we see the 

number applied to King_. 1 Kings 1-9 recounts his rise: chapter 1, given the kingship; 

chapter 2, enthroned; chapter 3, prays for and receives divine wisdom; chapter 4, establishes his royal 

court; chapters 5 through 9, building and dedicating the famous Temple of_. This 

temple was to be a house of prayer, not just for Israel, but for all the Gentiles. It represents the place 
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in the Old Testament where the Son of David, the King of Israel, built God's Temple in earthly Jerusalem 
as a house of prayer for (a) Jerusalem / (b) all the nations . And for many years, the king followed the 
way of wisdom, walking by faith. In 1 Kings 9, God establishes a conditional covenant with the king: 
as long as he (a) obeys / (b) pravs . God blesses him; but as soon as he disobeys, he triggers the curses. 

1 Kings 10 retells the king's decline and fall. Chilton, page 350: "More than all this, the number 666 is explic¬ 
itly mentioned in the book of the Kings and the Chronicles, from which we have seen, St. John has taken many 

of his symbolic numbers. These inspired historical writings tell us that_, a biblical type of 

both Christ and the beast, received 666 talents of gold in one year, at the height of his power and glory, 1 Kings 
10:14 and 2 Chronicles 9:13. That number marks both the high point of his reign and the beginning of his down¬ 
fall. From then on, everything goes downhill into apostasy. One by one,_breaks the 

three laws of godly kingship recorded in Deuteronomy 17:16-17. First, the law against multiplying (a) jewels / 
(b) gold . Second, the law against multiplying horses, which he violates in 1 Kings 10:26-29, and finally the law 
against multiplying (a) children / (b) wives , which he violates in 1 Kings 11:1-8. For the Hebrews, 666 was a 
fearful sign of (a) apostasy / (b) tyranny , the mark of both the king and a kingdom in the image of the dragon." 
(a) Solomon / lb) David is a type of Christ, as well as a type of the anti-Christ. 

In almost every case, an Old Testament type has both positive and negative typology. 

1. Adam is a positive type of Christ, as founding father of a family, and his actions have a representative 

function, and a juridical authority which binds his progeny. But Adam is a negative type of Christ 
because of Adam's_. 

2. Bathsheba is a positive type of_as the Queen Mother, enthroned at the right hand of the throne 

of the Son of David and also (a) harlot / fbJ wife symbol because she became Queen bathing on a roof 
for David to see her, be seduced and sire Solomon through her. 

3. Solomon is, on the one hand, the Son of David, King of Israel, a man with great wisdom from God, 
the builder of the Temple, and the instructor of all the nations. And so Christ is the Son of David, King 
of Israel, who rebuilt the Temple in 3 days, one who has God's own wisdom, who IS the wisdom of God, 
and who instructs all the nations. But Solomon lapses from his typological signification. He is 
supposed to be a servant-priestly king. He is to guide the nations through faith back to God. but lapses 
into corruption, the common political temptation of (a) pride / (b) power . 

_, worst of the devils or demons, was of the Seraphim, greatest and most powerful of the 

angels that fell. The Latin expression. Corruptio optima, pesima means the corruption of the best becomes the 
very worst. 


Revelation 13:17. So that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is the name of the beast, or the 
number of its name. This calls for wisdom. Let him who has understanding reckon the number of the beast for 
it is a human number. Its number is 666. 


Now if you wanted wisdom, where did you go? Whom did you consult? _The symbolic number 

666 goes back to the start of Jerusalem's apostasy, the beginning of the Davidic dynasty's downfall, continuing 
until Kaiser Neran. The power authorizing the Herodian dynasty is in league with Caiphas and the chief priests 

who have forsaken the_and crucify Christ on the_th day at the_th hour. The number 

666 can be traced to Genesis 1. It is the number of the beast because it is the day when God made the_, 

the same day that he made man. But man was made for the_th day, for (a) prayer / (b) worship , that is, 

to give himself to God. Bestiality describes men who worship their own works and forsake the worship of God. 

David's opponent Goliath stood_cubits high, and his spearhead weighed_shekels. When 

King of Babylon, Nebuchanezzar, established the image of the beast to be worshipped, Daniel says it stood 60 
cubits high and_cubits wide. 
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Ferrar, "Rebirth of Images," page 256: "We must turn back to the 666, the most notorious of the riddles, and to 
the history of Solomon which is its source. Solomon is a type of Christ, but he is a type of anti-Christ also. 
Almost every type has this double aspect. Adam is a type of the son of God and also the sinner who lost the gar¬ 
ment of glory. Eve is the bride of the heavenly Adam and the mother of the seed who crushes the serpent's head, 
but she is also the woman who makes common cause with the serpent and offers the fruit of sin to all mankind. 
We see the holy Eve in Revelation 12 and 21, the wicked Eve in Revelation 17, the harlot. Solomon is the Son 
of David, of whom God said through Nathan, "I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son." He is the 
man of peace. His hands, free from David's bloodstains, are fit to build the Temple of God which is the type of 

the_. Each new generation seems to bear the hope of purity because it has not yet been tried. It 

puts behind it the errors of its fathers and aspires to be the seed that shall crush the serpent's head. It fails when 
it is put to the test, for it is not Christ. Solomon built the Temple and then proceeded to apostatize at leisure. 
The story of the good Solomon continues as far as the story of the visit of the Queen of Sheba, whose converse 
with Solomon is the model of princely courtesy between man and woman in the service of wisdom. From the 
Queen's departure onwards, the king breaks the law of kingship in Deuteronomy 17 clause by clause. He shall 
not multiply horses to himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt that he may multiply horses. Solomon 
gathered chariots and horsemen, a thousand four hundred chariots and twelve thousand horsemen. The horse¬ 
men which King Solomon had were brought out of Egypt. Neither shall he multiply wives to himself, that his 
heart turn not aside. King Solomon loved many strange women and they turned aside his heart after other gods. 
Neither shall he multiply to himself silver and gold. The weight of gold that came to King Solomon in one year 
was 666 talents of gold. The damnable number appears in the very next verse after the withdrawal of the Queen 
of Sheba. The root of all evil begins the king's downfall, the love of_." 


Revelation 14:1 Then I looked, and lo! on Mount Zion stood the Lamb. And with him a hundred and forty- 
four thousand who had his name and his father's name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 
heaven like the sound of many waters, and like the sound of loud thunder, the voice I heard was like the sound 
of harpers playing on their harps. They sing a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures 
and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who had been 
redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are chaste. It is 
these who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God 
and the Lamb. And in their mouth no lie was found. For they are, like the Lamb, spotless. 


The first fruits idea points to heavenly assembly on (a) Zion / (b) Tabor regarded as first fruits of God spoken 
about in Hebrews. 


Hebrews 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to innumerable angels, and to the festal gathering, and assembly of the First Born who are enrolled in heaven. 


Paul is telling us what we do when we celebrate_. The word for assembly in Greek is 

ecclesia or_ The Jews are still bound by the Mount Sinai Covenant, but the Christians have 

come to Mount_, city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. 

The Early Fathers write about those who died in perfect love for Christ and those who are purified in Purgatory 
after death. They set apart two classes as being the highest in heavenly Jerusalem, the martyrs and the 

_. In John Danielou's The Angels and Their Mission, angels can't wait to see the deaths of martyrs 

and virgins because they glow with a heavenly brilliance, a glory from God. Angels are always ecstatic for the 
privilege of escorting martyrs and virgins to the heavenly Jerusalem. It is these who have not defiled themselves 
with women, for they are chaste, literally, the Greek word_. John uses this word to refer to the chaste. 
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Revelation 14:9 ff. And another angel, a third, followed them saying with a loud voice, "If anyone worships 
the beast and its image, and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also shall drink the wine of 
God's wrath poured unmixed into the cup of His anger, and he shall be tormented with fire and sulphur, in the 
presence of the holy angels and the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and 
ever. And they have no rest day or night, these worshippers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives 
the mark of its name. Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this: 'Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord henceforth.'" " Blessed, indeed", says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds 
follow them." Then I looked and lo! a white cloud, and seated on the cloud, One like a Son of Man with a gold¬ 
en crown on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. And another angel came out of the Temple, calling to Him 
who sat upon the cloud, "Put in your sickle and reap, for the hour to reap has come. For the harvest of the 
earth is fully ripe." So he who sat upon the cloud swung his sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped. And 
another angel came out of the Temple in heaven and he too had a sharp sickle. Then another angel came out 
from the altar, the angel who has power over fire, and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp 
sickle, "Put in your sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe." And so the 
angel swung his sickle on the earth, and gathered the vintage of the earth and threw it into the great wine press 
of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the wine press as 
high as a horse's bridle for one thousand six hundred stadia. 


God's judgment is final and (a) wrathful / (b) holy . Professor Hahn believes that these verses indicate 
Universalism (that all will be saved) is (a) correct / (b) incorrect . In the Old Testament, those who died in the 
Lord went down to Sheol, a watery, shadowy grave, waiting for the Messiah. But now, those who die in the Lord, 
in the fullness of (a) belief / (b) charity , are blessed in a unique way that Old Testament dead were not blessed 

with at death. The vines of the earth in the vineyard are the symbol of_. The height of the flow 

of wine recalls the book of_, when the Red Sea came back to the horse's bridle and drown the 

charioteers. The 1600 stadia equal about (a) 100 / (b) 200 miles. 

The second half of chapter 14 represents symbolically first, the harvest of Jerusalem, gathering the remnant to 
heaven, and second, the trampling underfoot on earth the unbelieving Jerusalemites in the wine press of God's 
wrath. The positive aspect is the sickle harvesting all the (a) tribes of Israel / (b) all nations may also be har¬ 
vested as well. We are going to look to see how the sacramental symbolism is actually drawn from (a) Temple 
ritual / (b) the early Eucharist . 

[Buying the works of Josephus about the destruction of Jerusalem: Christian Book Distributors, 508-977-5000, 
Peabody Massachusetts.] 

Signs on the forehead are a consecration, what the high priest received, a turban with a cloth on his forehead with 
the inscription holy to the Lord, a sign of divine servitude, because the high priest was the servant (a) of the Lord 
/ (b) of His servants . His consecration is (a) Israel's consecration / (b) our consecration . When Caiaphas trans¬ 
fers the allegiance of Jews, proclaiming we have no king but Caesar, he takes off his own consecration and puts 
the beast's mark upon his forehead, like an_-consecration. 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Seven 

1. The description of the woman clothed with the sun and the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe have many sim¬ 
ilarities. The history of the appearances to St. Juan Diego in Mexico bear striking resemblances to her appear¬ 
ance and message in 1531. Discuss these similarities. 


2. How can Catholic Christians experience "birth pangs" for the Church today. Discover some saints who have 
had the same experience as Paul (Galatians 4:19) had in his ministry. 


3. Who are the woman's "other children?" Where might be the wilderness and the place prepared by Cod where 
the woman has fled? (Revelation 12:6) How is she to be nourished ? Answer these considering the woman to 
be Mary, Mother of God, and considering the woman to be the Church. 


4. Le Flois in his concluding comments on Revelation 12 refers to a time when "the mystery ot God has achieved 
its full perfection." What might "full perfection" be for "the mystery of God?" 


5. How might the Church be "itself rightly called mother and virgin," ( Lumen Gentium, article 63)? 
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6. There is no other Name among men by which men must be saved than Jesus, says Peter (Acts 4:12). What 
other titles of Jesus are used in Revelation? What do they tell us about Jesus? (suggestion: look at Revelation 
1:4 & 5, 3:14, 4:8, 5:5, 19:11 & 13, 22:13, 22:16) 


7. Because of Manasseh's practice of child sacrifice, God destroyed Jerusalem during Old Testament times. 
Human sacrifice was practiced before Cortez came to Mexico. How can Catholics counteract the culture of 
death that abortion represents? 


8. Paul speaks of chastisement and discipline (Hebrews 12:6) as an ordinary expectation of the follower of 
Christ. What political, economic and social ills in modern times might compare to the chastisements he men¬ 
tions in Hebrews 12? How might the crises of the Church today be considered chastisements? How do these 
ills and crises lead to holiness? 


9. The sins of Solomon: multiplying wealth, military might, and wives, all at the expense of the poor, can be 
compared to the sins of modern "rulers." Give some examples and explain them. What is it that causes people 
today to fall from wisdom as Solomon did? 


10. How does the sacramental life of the Church assist Catholic Christians to renew their spiritual virginity? 
(Revelation 14:4) 


11. Blessings in the Catholic Church are considered important. Every Eucharistic celebration, for example, ends 
with a blessing from the priest. These blessings put a "mark" on the person, beginning with the forehead. The 
Sign of the Cross is a blessing. What objects does the Church bless and for what reasons? When and why do 
you "bless yourself’ with the Sign of the Cross? 
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Tape eight - The Lamb Overcomes the Harlot and the Beasts 

(Chapters 14-17) 


Rev 14:12-13 Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of God and 
the faith of Jesus. Then I heard a voice from heaven saying, "Write this! Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord henceforth.'" " Blessed indeed," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors for their deeds fol¬ 
low them." _ 


The message of these two verses conveys (a) the main theme / (b) a minor theme of the Apocalypse. Faithful 

Christians get to share in the Lamb's victory over_. Pan of that victory involves a call tor 

endurance, or acceptance of tat suffering / (b) grace is necessary because Jesus' death and resurrection brought 
about a radical and permanent change. In the Old Testament, the faithful who died went to Sheol, a shadowy 
underworld, anything but pleasant, even though they were destined for God's presence. "Sheol". or "Hades", in 

Greek, is_in Latin. There tat is / (h) is not a necessity for God's saints to go to Sheol in the 

New Testament. Endurance in the life of the Christian (at does / (b) does not make it possible to by-pass Sheol 

or_, going immediately into the presence of God. The state of the faithful at death is rest from 

their labors, which refers to the Jewish_ceremony, the inauguration of the eternal Seventh 

Day, the Seventh Age. 

Their deeds follow them refers to the righteous deeds mentioned in Revelation 19:8-9. It was granted her, the 
bride, to be clothed with fine linen bright and pure. The fine linen represents the righteous deeds of the saints. 
The common interpretation here is that the bride is clothed with (a) grace / (b) Christ. Our righteous deeds bring 

glory to tat the Church / (hi Christ, clothing us in that same glory, and glory to the-, His 

Bride. This outlook transforms our view of our life and-. 

St. Athanasius, The Incarnation , St. Vladimir's Press, intro, by C.S. Lewis, p57: "A very strong proof of this 
destruction of death and its conquest by the Cross is supplied by a present fact, namely this: All the disciples of 
Christ despised death. They take the offensive against it, and instead of fearing it, by the sign of the Cross and 
by faith in Christ; they trample on it as on something dead. Death has died. Before the divine sojourn of the 
Savior, even the holiest of men were afraid of death and mourned the dead as those who perished. But now that 
the Savior has raised his body, death is no longer terrible. All those who believe in Christ tread it under foot as 
nothing, and prefer to die rather than to deny their faith in Christ, knowing full well that when they die, they don't 
perish, but live indeed and become incorruptible through the Resurrection. By that devil of old who wickedly 
exulted in death, now that the pains of death are loosed, he alone it is who remains truly dead. There is proof of 
this too. For men, who before they believe in Christ, think death horrible and are afraid of it, once they are con¬ 
verted despise death so completely that they go eagerly to meet it and themselves become witnesses of the 
Savior's Resurrection from it. Even children hasten thus to die. Not men only, but women train themselves by 
bodily discipline to meet it. So weak has death become that women who used to be taken in by it mock at it as 
a dead thing robbed of all its strength. Death has become like a tyrant who has been completely conquered by 
the legitimate monarch, bound hand and foot as he is now. The passersby jeer at him, hitting him and abusing 
him, now no longer afraid of his cruelty and rage because of the king who has conquered him. So has death been 
conquered and branded for what it is by the Savior on the Cross. It is bound hand and foot. All who are in Chi ist 
trample it as they pass and as witnesses to Him deride it scoffing and saying, O death where is thy victory, O 
grave, where is thy sting?" (1 Cor 15:55. Hosea 13:14). 
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1 Corinthians 15:56 gets to the heart of the Apocalypse and the New Testament: The sting of death is sin, and 

the power of sin is the ___. The passing of the Old Covenant is significant because we 

(a) can / (b) cannot keep even the natural law, let alone attain the supernatural virtues we need to enter heaven 
in fellowship with Christ. 


Hebrews 7:18-19 On the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and useless¬ 
ness, for the law made nothing perfect. On the other hand, then, a better hope is introduced, through which we 
draw near to God. 


The former commandment refers to the (a) Old / (b) New Covenant. The law itself was perfect, but it fa) could 
/ (b) could not perfect the imperfect. 


Hebrews 8: Iff. The point of what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest who is seated at the right 
hand of the throne oj the Majesty in heaven. A minister in the sanctuary and the true tent, which is set up not 
by man but by the Lord. For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; hence it is necessary 
for this priest to have something to offer. Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, since there 
are priests who offer gifts according to the law. They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly sanctuary, so 
the Temple in Jerusalem is only a shadow of heavenly sanctuary. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, 
he was instructed by God saying, "See that you make everything according to the pattern which was shown you 
on the mountain." 


Christ is dressed in linen because he performs many of the duties of the_in John's 

apocalyptic visions. It also explains why at center stage of Revelation is the heavenly Temple, the Ark of the 
Covenant, the Altar of Incense, and the cups of the drink offerings, which pour out the blood of God's wrath on 

the nations. Human history is controlled from the_in heaven, which Christians share in 

through the celebration of the-. Liturgy joins Catholic Christians with the 

saints who are in Christ and in the New Covenant. Through song and prayers, the judgments of God upon the 
nations are released. Liturgy vindicates and delivers the persecuted and avenges them, bringing God's judgment 
upon blasphemers and persecutors. On earth. Christ was outside the legal definition of 'priest' while on earth 
because He was not a member of the tribe of (a) Levi / (b) David . There on the mountain, Moses had a vision 

°f (a)_the Promised L and / (b) heaven . In the vision, he saw the reality to serve as plan for the_ 

that he built in the wilderness. 


Hebrews 8:6 ff. But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry which is as much more excellent than the old as 
the covenant he mediates is better since it is enacted on better promises. (7) For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, there would have been no occasion for a second. ...(13) So in speaking of a new covenant, he treats 
the first (covenant) as obsolete, and what is becoming obsolete and growing old, is ready to vanish away. 


This verse leads to scholars' conclusion that Hebrews was written before _AD. The fall of 

Jerusalem destroyed the Temple, abolished the Levitical (a) tribe / (b) priesthood , and stopped the sacrificial 
practices of the (a) Old / (b) New Covenant. 


94 





Hebrews 9: Even the first covenant had regulations for worship, and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was 

prepared, the outer one. in which were the lampstand, the table and the bread of the presence. It is called the 
Holy Place. Behind the second curtain stood the tent called the holy of holies, having the golden altar of 
incense, the ark of the covenant covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden urn holding the manna 
and Aaron's rod that budded. And the tables of the covenant, above it were the cherubim of glory overshad¬ 
owing the mercy seat. _ 


In the Holy Place (the larger room), there were symbols of (a) earthly/(b) heavenly realities. In the Holy of 
Holies (the smaller room), there were symbols of (a) earthly / lb) heavenly realities. In Revelation, the heaven¬ 
ly Jerusalem has streets of gold, everything is golden, and everything in the Holy of Holies which prefigures 
heaven, the New Covenant, is marked by (a) silver/ (b) gold . 

Old Testament rituals separating the people from the Holy of Holies showed them they did not yet possess inti¬ 
mate fellowship with God. Not even the_, the man closest to God, authorized with 

God's own authority, could enter into God's presence, except once a (a) month / (b) year - taking in the blood of 
bulls, sprinkling it upon the mercy seat, and hurrying out. The blood of bulls was used because the high priest 

was a descendant of Aaron of the tribe of Levi. Aaron's sin was erecting an altar to the-• 

The high priest’s sacrifice had to be a calf to atone for the sin of idolatry perpetrated by Aaron. 

When the New Covenant is established, the sacrifices and the earthly Holy of Holies of the Temple (a) are / (b ) 
are not any longer necessary. In Revelation , the word used for Temple, where God's people worship, is "Naos" 
meaning 'inner shrine,' a technical term for the Holy of Holies. After Christ's Passion and the Temple s destruc¬ 
tion will be face-to-face fellowship with our Lord. 


Hebrews 9:6 ff. These preparations having thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent, per¬ 
forming their ritual duties, but into the second, only the High Priest goes, and he but once a year, and not with¬ 
out taking blood which he offers for himself and for the errors of the people. By this, the Holy Spirit indicates 
that the way into the sanctuary is not yet opened so long as the outer tent is still standing which is symbolic for 
the present age. These gifts and sacrifices deal only with food and drink and various baptisms, regulations for 
the body, imposed until the time of reformation. _ 


The outer tent or holy place of the Temple signified the Old-to the people. 

As long as the Jerusalem Temple is still standing, then something is still blocking our access to God. The inher¬ 
itance is not fully delivered to the faithful until all of the trappings and scaffolding, are taken down. With all the 
scaffolding removed, worshippers can enter without hindrance. This is what Paul is talking about: This is sym¬ 
bolic for the present age. According to this arrangement of the Old Covenant, gifts and sacrifices are offered 
which faJ can / fhJ cannot perfect the conscience of the worshipper. This implies that when the New Age, the 
New Covenant, is fully established, we will have gifts and sacrifices which (a) do / (b) do noj perfect the con¬ 
sciences of the worshippers. These foods, drinks and baptisms aren't just for the body, but touch the veiy 

_. In Revelation and other passages of the New Testament [e.g.,Hebrews], the passing of the Old and 

the establishing of the New Covenant present an end of a whole_and the beginning of a new age. 

This presentation brings a radical change in understanding of death by the saints [Rev 14:13]. 

Eusebius. Bishop, early Church Father, historian, witness to many early first century martyrdoms of Christians: 
We were witnesses to the most admirable ardor of mind and the truly divine energy and alacrity of those who 
believed in the Christ of God. For as soon as the sentence was pronounced against the first, others rushed forth 
from other parts of the tribunal before the judge, confessing they too were Christians, most indifferent to the 
dreadful and multiform tortures that awaited them, but declaring themselves fully and in the most undaunted 
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manner on the religion which acknowledges only the one supreme God. They received indeed the final sentence 
of death with gladness and exultation so far as even to sing and to send up hymns of praise and thanksgiving 
until they breathed their last breath. [The blood of the martyrs is the (a) root / (hi seed of the Church.] 

St Ignatius of Antioch, martyr, 107 AD. He pleaded with the Christian leaders of the churches not to seek his 
release, not to stand in the way of his martyrdom, in the seven letters during the time of his transfer to Rome for 
execution. He wanted to be "poured out as a libation to God." 1 write to all the churches and / bid all men know 
that of my own free will I die for God, unless you should hinder me. I exhort you, be ye not of unseasonable 
kindness to me. Let me be given to the wild beasts. For through them I can attain unto God. I am God's wheat, 
and I am ground by the teeth of wild beasts that / may be found pure bread of Christ. Rather instead, entice the 
wild beasts that they may become my sepulcher and leave no part of my body behind, so that I may not, when I 
am fallen asleep, be burdensome to anyone. Then shall I truly be a disciple of Jesus Christ, when the world shall 
not so much as see my body. Supplicate the Lord for me, that through these instruments, I may be found a sac¬ 
rifice to God. 

William Reinreich, Spirit and Martyrdom: a Study of the work of the Holy Spirit in Context of Persecution and 
Martyrdom in the New Testament and early Christian Literature , a doctoral study. In a concluding statement 
comparing and contrasting the Old Testament Jews and their attitudes towards suffering and death with the New 
Testament believers: "Faithful obedience to the command of the law was of the essence to martyrdom for the 
Jews of the Old Testament. However, suffering and death themselves were an embarrassment which raised an 
acute problem. This situation was fundamentally different for the early Christians. Suffering and death for "the 
Name" were accompanied by rejoicing and hymn singing. Where believers were startled by persecution and 
reacted tearfully to it, the exhortation came to be glad and rejoice, for their sufferings were a participation in the 

sufferings of-. The persecution and martyrdom of Christians, therefore, did not raise an 

acute problem lor the Church. They were, rather, indications that the community of believers was living in the 
new age whose Lord was the Crucified. So, the martyrological equivalent to the statement "Jesus triumphed over 
death" is the statement "In persecution and martyrdom, the martyr proclaims and confesses Jesus." 
Corresponding to this statement, the role of the Holy Spirit, then, could be understood in a twofold manner. The 
Spirit was seen as the agency and power of Jesus' victory over death and his reign in that the Spirit effected the 
continual proclamation and confession of Jesus in the face of persecution and martyrdom." [This lesson of 
Revelation , a desire to live, suffer, and die for Christ, is true_.] 


The suffering and persecution early Christians experienced came from the hands of the (a) Roman rulers / (b) 
Jewish people who refused Jesus and rejected Him as Messiah. 

N. Thomas Wright, The New Testament and the People of God'. "But why did Jews persecute Christians? Were 
they not both in the same boat? Branded by pagans as atheists? Regarded as the scum of the earth? They were 
both scorned when doing badly and resented when doing well. The answer here clearly lies in the ferocity of 
polemic and argument (debate) between the different pressure groups, parties within the same parent body, (a) 
Religious / (b) Sibling rivalry is fiercest when the siblings have an inheritance to share. Or when one feels that 
one of them is ruining the chances of any of them inheriting any of it at all. Reading between the lines of Paul, 
that's seems to have been what was going on in his case, at least. The Pharisees' program of intensifying the 
Torah was radically questioned by the Christians, not because they threw open the doors to Gentiles. Lots of 
Jews ate with Gentiles. But because they claimed that precisely because in doing so they were celebrating the 
fulfillment ol Israel s long cherished hopes. Here we reach the heart of it. What evokes persecution is precise¬ 
ly that which challenges a worldview, that which upends the symbolic universe of the Pharisees. It is somewhat 
threatening to other first century Jews to regard your community as the true Temple." 
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When the Church opens the doors and brings in the Gentiles, they are not making an exception to the Old 
Testament, they are proclaiming its fulfillment is in accepting Gentiles now as (a) equal . / (b) partial , members. 
Nothing could drive the Pharisees crazier than that. This is the claim of the Christians, that the (a) equal / (b) 
partial Inclusion of the Gentiles, the 'goyim', the 'swine', the defiled, represents the fulfillment of everything 
waited for, longed for, prayed for. A Jew who went to the earthly Jerusalem and the Temple, paid tithe to the 
earthly priests, and offered sacrifices there, was threatened by people who say: "no longer." We now share the 

_. and thereby enter heavenly Jerusalem, heavenly Temple, and Melchizedek priesthood ot 

_. This is a (a) religious / (b) family feud. This explains why the stakes are so high and 

the rhetoric is so intense in the Apocalypse ( Revelation ). 


Revelation 15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and wonderful, seven angels with seven plagues. 


Isaiah: when the judgments of God are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world finally learn righteousness. The 
truly faithful desire the proper education of the (a) nations / (b) Jews about the truths of God. The good thing 
about these plagues is that they are the (a) most intense / (b) la st. 

Revelation 15:2 And l saw what appeared to he a sea of glass, mingled with fire. And those who had con¬ 
quered the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass with harps of God 
in their hands. They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, the song that the Lamb sang, Great and won¬ 
derful are Thy deeds, O Lord God the Almighty, just and true are Thy ways, O King of the Ages.' Who shall not 
fear and glorify Thy Name, O Lord? For Thou alone are holy, all nations shall come and worship Thee, for 
Thy judgments have been revealed.' __ 


This explains regarding all the calamities and the catastrophes of divine judgment with (a) fear / (b) pleasu re. 
They bring about the worship of God by all the (a) religions / (h ) nations. The destruction of the Jerusalem 

Temple in 70 AD represents the exhaustion of the_of the Old Covenant. All the chastisements of 

Leviticus 26 listed as curses of the covenant if the Jews forsake the Covenant will come upon the Jews- 

times. So there are seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven angels, seven bowls or chalices, seven plagues. 

Revelation 15:5 After this, I looked, and the temple of the tent of witness in heaven was open. And out of the 
Temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues robed in pure bright linen, and their breasts girded with 
golden girdles. _ 


Similar to the passage in Hebrews, John says that in heaven can be seen the----- 

open for all. The seven angels are dressed like heavenly-■ Exodus imagery here includes: 

(at the burning hush / (b~) plagues and fa) temple d ancing / (b) the song of Moses. 

The first plague, the_upon men, is reminiscent of Exodus 9's corresponding plague. The second plague 

of the sea become blood and the third plague of the rivers and fountains become blood remind the believer of 
Exodus 7, all water in Egypt was turned into blood. Revelation 15 is the ultimate (a) repetition / (b) reversal of 
the Old Covenant. God brought Israel out of Egypt, but Israel’s spiritual state was as hard-hearted as Pharaoh. 
They worshipped the golden calf right after deliverance. Forty years later, the second generation worshipped 
Peor on the plains of Moab, a few yards from the Promised Land. The song of Moses compares Israel to 

_in Deuteronomy 32. So, ultimate fulfillment of the Old Covenant consists in God bringing about a 

much greater Exodus. On Mount Tabor in the Transfiguration (Luke 9), Jesus talks with Moses and Elijah about 

pji s _which is to take place in Jerusalem. The Church comes out of the Old Covenant with Jesus, 

just as Israel came out of Egypt. And the Church sings the (a) Alleluia / (b) song of M oses. 
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Song of Moses: Deuteronomy 32 

Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 
May my teachings drop as the rain; My speech distill as the dew. 

As the gentle rain upon the tender grass, and as the showers upon the herb. 

For I will proclaim the name of the Lord, ascribe greatness to our God. 

The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. 

A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, Just and right is He. 

They, on the other hand, have dealt corruptly with Him. 

They are no longer His children because of their blemish. 

They are a perverse and crooked generation. 

Do you thus requite the Lord?! You foolish and senseless people. 

Isn't He your Father Who created you? Who made you and established you? 
Remember the days of old. Consider the many generations. 

Ask your father and he will show you, your elders and they will tell you. 


Moses calls the Lord__ [1 Corinthians 10:4 says this was Christ] because when Moses 

struck it, it gave water. Verse_is the turning point. A perverse and crooked generation are 

(a) the same / (b) different words that Jesus uses in Luke 9:41 to describe the people at the end of the Old 
Covenant age. The Lord warns that if Israel goes hankering after the gods of other nations, they will go to other 
nations. Deuteronomy 1-31 is a long series of Moses' (a) prophecies / (b) sermons which say "Israel, hear the 
law, obey the covenant. For, if you do you're blessed, and if you don't you're cursed." Moses says (Deuteronomy 
29:4) "To this day, the Lord has not given you a mind to understand, or eyes to see, or ears to hear" because Israel 
did n °t (a) ask f or / (b) deserve them. We, like Israel often think they can keep God's law and get to heaven on 
their own, but in (a) pride / (h) weakness , we, and Israel, fall. God alone has the grace and power we need to 
keep covenant. 

At the end of the Song of Moses, after a long process of curses and judgments, God will punish the people in the 
nations who led Israel astray and he will deliver (a) them / (b) Israel , giving them a new heart and covenant, thus 
he will show the nations and Israel again He is the true Lord. 1400 years later, everything has taken place just 
as Moses had said it would take place, and in Revelation 15, the saints sing the_. 

Revelation 15:8: Smoke and 'power' tills the "heavenly" temple so that no one could enter until the plagues were 
accomplished. Similar language is found in the Old Testament, where both times, the same thing is being 
described: 

■♦■Exodus 40:34, when the First_is being put up, erected, consecrated and dedicated. 

The very first time this portable place of worship is erected and the first prayer of dedication is finished 

being said, God confirms His presence. 

-♦1 Kings 8:10, when, after Solomon builds the first_, it is dedicated. 

Twice in the Old Covenant, at the dedication of the_and of the_, the Glory of the 

Lord fills the location and space, earthly places that God uses to manifest His purposes. As 70 AD approaches, 
God will do away with earthly Jerusalem and Temple and replace it with the "heavenly Jerusalem" and the "heav¬ 
enly Temple." It is appropriate for it to be filled with smoke, demonstrating God's power and glory so much so 
that no one could enter the temple - no one can come in on his own [no one can challenge God's glory and 

power]. Thus, the_of the Old Temple marks the dedication of the New Temple, abolition of 

the_Covenant brings about the full institution of the_Covenant. 


Revelation 16:1 ff. I heard a loud voice from the Temple telling the Seven Angels, "Go and pour out on the 
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God." So the first angel went and poured his bowl on the earth, and foul 
and evil sores came upon those who had the mark of the beast or worshipped its image. The second (cont.) 
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(cont.) angel poured out his bowl on the sea. The sea turned to blood like that a dead man, and every- living 
thing died that was in the sea. The third angel poured his bowl into the rivers and the fountains of water and 
they became blood. And I heard the angels of waters say, "Just art Thou in these Thy judgments, Thou Who are 
and was, O Holy One, for men have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou has given them blood to 
drink. It is their due." _ 


_is poured out in these cups. These cups 1 Maccabees 1:22 calls sacred cups of the drink otfer- 

ings.' While sacrifices were being made,_would sound; the last part of the sacrifice would 

consist of pouring out the_upon the foot of the altar. In 1 Maccabees 11.58, once priests 

were ordained, they were authorized to (at fill up /(b) drink from these same gold cups. Cups are used in Temple 
liturgical worship on earth, thus representing an important connection to (a) worship / (b) sacrifice depicted in 
the Apocalypse. Cup imagery is used throughout the Bible to represent God's wrath, e.g., 

-f Jesus asks James and John "Are you willing to drink of the same cup as I drink?" referring to 
suffering and martyrdom, the pouring out of_. 

♦In Matthew 26:28, Jesus takes the third cup at the (a) Last Supper / (b) Passover and says, "This cup 
is the cup of My Blood, the blood of the New Covenant. 

♦In Matthew 23:29 ff. Jesus is speaking to the Pharisees and the Scribes in verse 29. Woe to you 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! ...that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon earth 
from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah. Truly I say to you, all that I say to you 
shall come upon this generation. Oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem— This is why the (a) first / (b) second 
century fulfillment of Apocalypse is defended by so many Biblical scholars. 

♦The blood of wrath poured out in Revelation is interpreted as the blood of the-of 

the first century before 70 AD. Later on in the Apocalypse, the Harlot, the Prostitute, the city of Babylon, 

is drunk with the blood of the_. Many interpreters view that city of Babylon, the Harlot, 

as the city of Rome, a common interpretation, in fact. Even the ancient Rabbis interpreted Babylon in 
their writings as a symbol for pagan Rome. But other scholars believe that John is using a sort of 
ironic reversal symbolism. If, as many Biblical scholars believe, the Book of Revelation, the Apocalypse, 
falls into the hands of Jewish persecutors of the first century Christians, they will read it and not 
understand it as Jerusalem, but will say, "Hmm. so you also are hoping that God will bring judgment 
on 'Babylon'." This meant to Jews ancient Rome, but the Christians would mean Judaism. But the city 
described fits with Jesus' words about the city of---best. 


Chilton, p 399, suggests that the language of Revelation 16, especially the second and third bowl, may have had 
a close parallel in the actual events of the Great Tribulation of 70 AD. "On one occasion, thousands of Jewish 
rebels fled to Sea of Galilee from the Roman massacre of Tarochea. Setting out on the lake in small, flimsy 
boats, they were soon overtaken by sturdy rafts of Vespasian’s superior Roman forces. Then as Josephus, the 
Jewish historian, recounts, they were mercilessly slaughtered. 'The Jews could neither escape to land where all 
were in arms against them, nor sustain a naval battle on equal terms with the Romans. So disaster overtook 
them and they were sent to the bottom, boats and all. Some tried to break through, but the Romans could reach 
them with their lances, killing others by leaping upon the barks and passing their swords through their bodies. 
Sometimes as the rafts closed in. Jews were caught in the middle and captured along with their vessels. If any 
of those who were plunged into the water came to the surface, they were quickly dispatched with an arrow, or 
a raft overtook them. If In their extremity, they attempted to climb aboard the enemy's rafts, the Romans cut off 
their heads or their hands. So these wretches died on every side in countless numbers, and in every possible 
way. And so the survivors were routed and driven onto the shore. Their vessels, surrounded by the enemy, as 
they threw themselves on them, were speared while still in the water. Many jumped ashore where they were 
killed by the Romans. One could see the whole lake, the whole Sea of Galilee, stained with blood and crammed 
with corpses for days and weeks, for not a single man escaped. During the days that followed, a horrible stench 
hung over the whole region, and it presented an equally horrifying spectacle, (cont) 
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(cont)....All the beaches were strewn with wrecks and swollen bodies which, hot and clammy with decay, made 
the air so foul, that the catastrophe that plunged the Jews in mourning, revolted even those who had brought it 
about."' 


So, the true, historic fulfillment of Revelation 16 seems present in Josephus' account: The second angel poured 
out his bowl on the sea. The sea turned to blood like that from a corpse and every living creature in the sea died. 

Revelation 16:8 The fourth angel poured his bowl on the sun and was allowed to scorch men with fire. Men 
were scorched with the fierce heat and they cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues and they 
did not repent and give him glory. 


God is Judge even when sinners, aware of their own sin and its consequences, continue to sin. This is what is 
meant when speaking of man's capacity to_his heart. 


Revelation 16:10 ... the fifth angel then poured his bowl on the throne of the beast and its kingdom was in 
darkness. Men gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the God of heaven for their pains and sores and 
did not repent of their deeds. 


This throne, according to Chilton's interpretation (p.405), refers to (a) Rome / (hi Jerusalem . The beast from the 
sea (Gentiles) is (a) Rome / (h) Jerusalem , and royal authority is attached to (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem , this beast, 
in apocalypse. "It is also likely, however, that this judgment partially corresponds to wars revolutions and riots 

and world-wide convulsions that wracked the empire of_right after Nero committed suicide 

in June of 68 AD.F.W.Farrar, a great 19th century British historian, writes in this connection of the horrors 

inflicted upon Rome and the Romans in the civil wars that followed." 


A description of the burning to the ground of the temple of the Capitoline Jupiter, November 19, 69 AD is 
included from Tacitus, the Roman historian, who describes how the temple of the Capitoline fell. "It was not 
the least of the signs of the times that the space of one year saw wrapped in flames the two most hallowed 
shrines of the ancient world: the temple in Jerusalem and the temple of the great Latin god." One brief passage 
from Tacitus provides some idea of the chaotic conditions in the capital city. "Close by the fighting stood the 
people of Rome like the audience at a show, cheering or clapping this side or that in turns, as if this were a mock 
battle in the arena. Whenever one side gave way, men would hide in shops or take refuge in some great house. 
They were then dragged out and killed at the instance of the mob, who gained most of the loot, for the soldiers 
were bent on bloodshed and massacre, and the booty fell to the crowd. [And then he describes the whole city 
of Rome.] The whole city presented a frightful caricature of its normal self - fighting and casualties at one 
point, baths and restaurants in another. Here the spilling of blood and the litter of dead bodies, close by pros¬ 
titutes and the like. All the vice associated with the life of idleness and pleasure. All the dreadful deeds typi¬ 
cal of a pitiless sack. These were so intimately linked that an observer would have thought Rome was in the 
grip of a simultaneous orgy of violence and dissipation. As if there were one more entertainment in the festive 
season, the people of Rome gloated over horrors and profited by them, careless of which side won, and glory¬ 
ing in the calamities of the state.” 


So from 68 to 69 AD, Rome was in a state of absolute and violent anarchy, unlike it had ever been. The reason 

for this was that God was bringing judgment on _ as well as Israel. This is all before 

Vespasian and Titus take over the rule of Rome. 
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This following passage's allusion refers to the attack upon Babylon, the impregnable fortress city, by the puny 
little army of Cyrus, the Persian. He issued an ultimatum: "Babylon, surrender!" Babylon's response was to 
beam feasting the victory even before the battle because they were so confident. Babylon was surrounded by 
seven different walls, each of which was so thick that two chariots side-by-side could be ridden along the walls. 
However, Cyrus' used the following strategy: a few miles up from the city, around dusk, his engineers began 
damming the river Euphrates. By morning, the Euphrates which flowed underneath the seven walls of Babylon 
was dried up. Boards were laid down [under the walls] and thousands of Persians entered the city without a fight 
where the revelers of the victory feast were hung over from the night before. The city fell. This fulfilled an 
unlikely prophecy: Isaiah had foretold Cyrus, by name, would conquer the Babylonians almost a century before 
it happened. 

Revelation 16:12 The sixth beast poured his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to \ 
prepare the way for the kings of the east. And I saw issuing from the mouth of the dragon and from the mouth 
of the beast and from the mouth of the false prophet threefold spirits like frogs, these demonic reptiles. For 
they are demonic spirits performing signs who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them on 
the great day of battle of God the Almighty. (Lo! 1 am coming like a thief. Blessed is he who is awake keeping 
his garments that he may not go naked and be seen exposed!") And they assembled them at the place which in 
Hebrew is called Armageddon. __ 


The Battle of Armageddon is based upon (a) one / (b) many mentions in Revelation. What is the Battle of 
Armaceddon? John did not intend this to be literal. "Armageddon" means "Mt. Meggido" "Arm" means 

" _", but "megiddo" is not a "mountain," it is a "_There are not any 

mountains near the Plain of Megiddo, however Mount Carmel is close. Biblical Scholars believe that this lan¬ 
guage combines two references into an intentional double reference. It points to the Plains of Megiddo and it 
points to the Mount of Carmel. 

♦ Carmel, was where Jezebel’s false prophets were defeated by the prophet-. 

-♦•Megiddo is famous for 2 different reasons: 

" o 1. Judges 5:19, the Prophetess Deborah defeated the Canaanite king 
o The primary association for all Jewish readers, 2 Kings 23:29, one of the greatest tragedies to 

befall the Jewish people. King Josiah was the greatest king in the line of-. He 

was the grandson of King Manasseh, the most wicked king in the line of-who 

bowed to every god but Yahweh, and built altars for these gods where he sacrificed children 
by the thousands. For these sins, the Lord said Jerusalem must perish. Josiah, the grandson 
of Manasseh, was the greatest reforming king of all time. He smashed the altars to foreign 
gods, abolished all the idolatrous practices, and re-instituted all the righteous observances 
required in the Law of Moses. Except, it was too late. 

2 Kings 23:26 ff. The Lord did not turn from the fierceness of his great wrath by which his anger was kindled 
against Judah because of all the provocation with which Manasseh had provoked him. And the Lord said, "I 
will remove Judah also out of my sight as I have removed Israel and I will cast off this city which I have cho¬ 
sen, Jerusalem, and the house of which I said 'My Name shall be there.'" Now the rest of acts of Josiah and all 
that he did, are they not all written in the chronicles of the kings of Judah? In his days [609 BC], Pharaoh 
Neco, king of Egypt, went up to the king of Assyria, to the river Euphrates. King Josiah went to meet him and 
Pharaoh Neco slew him at Megiddo when he saw him. And his servants carried him dead in his chariot from 
Megiddo and brought him to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. _ 
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Contrary to what God told him, in a moment of pride, in the prime of his youth, at the apex of his reforming 
career, at the moment when it seemed that God would restore the fortunes of his people because of his zeal, 
Josiah attacked the Pharaoh. Pharaoh killed him, then he is defeated by Nebuchadnezzar a few months later.' 
And in 605 BC, Nebuchadnezzar captured Jerusalem and carried off Israel into slavery into Babylon. The 
destruction of the first Temple, the conquest of Jerusalem the first time is all previewed, forecast, by 

-. The death of the king of Israel, the Son of David who tries to reform Judah, was cut down 

in his prime, because of the sins of Jerusalem which had heaped up so high. This tragic event became a byword 
among the Jews. 


Zechariah 12:10-11 [The only other place referring to Megiddo] / will pour out on the house of David and 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, a spirit of compassion and supplication, so that when they look on him whom they 
have pierced , they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps 
over a first-born. That day the mourning shall be as great as the mourning over Hadadrimmon in the plain of 
Megiddo. 


Hadadrimmon is a reference to_by his other name. The mourning is over a first-born son, 

"slain and pierced," the Son of David, the King of Israel, a great reforming zealot. This points to_ 

in the New Testament, Who came to Jerusalem to do away with the sin, and the leaders rejected Him, heaping 
up high their own guilt. 

Armageddon becomes a symbol of: the Son of_, the King of_, the righteous 

(a) fcader / (b) reformer cut down in his prime. This ensures the fa) murder / fh) captivity of the Jews, the 

destruction of the-. Jesus' being cut down brings conquest, captivity and destruction of the 

-. Studying the (a) Old / (h) New Testament holds the key to interpreting the (a) Old / (h) New 

Testament. Fundamental misinterpretation of the (a) Old / fb) New Testament comes from ignorance of the (a) 
Old / (b) New Testament. The most important principle to a Roman Catholic interpreter who studies the Bible 
the way the early Church Fathers did is 'interpreting the new in light of the old,' which is the watchword for 
Catholic Hermeneutics (interpretative study). 


Revelation 16:17 ff. The Seventh angel poured his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the Temple 
from the throne saying, "It is done. "And there were flashes of lightning, voices, peals of thunder, and a great 
earthquake, such as had never been since men were on the earth, so great was that earthquake. The great city 
was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God remembered great Babylon to make her 
drain the cup of the fury of his wrath. And every island fed away and no mountains were to be found, and great 
hailstones, heavy as a hundred weight dropped on men from heaven till men cursed God for the plague of the 
hail, so fearful was that plague. 


Here are symbolic references to first century events during the destruction of Jerusalem, e.g., the city being split 
into three parts refers back to Ezekiel 5:1-15. The prophet was commanded by Yahweh to shave his head with 
a sharp sword and then to divide his hair into three parts. "One third you shall bum in a fire in the center of the 
city. Then you shall take one third and strike it with a sword all around the city, and one third you shall scatter 
to the wind." Ezekiel's city of Jerusalem is broken down into thirds. 
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Ezekiel 5:1 ff. Thus says the Lord God. "This is Jerusalem. I have set her at the center of the nations, with 
lands round her. But she has rebelled against my ordinances more wickedly than the nations and against my 
statutes more than the lands that surround her. For they have rejected my ordinances and not walked in my 
statutes. Therefore, says the Lord God, because you have more turmoil than the nations that surround you, and 
not walked in my statutes, even I am against you. Therefore fathers will eat their sons among you, and sons 
will eat their fathers, for I will execute judgments on you and scatter all your remnant to every wind. [Josephus 
the historian witnessed such cannibalism in 70 AD.] So as l live, declares the Lord God [an oath], because you 
have dejiled my sanctuary with all your detestable idols, and with all your abominations, therefore 1 shall also 
withdraw and my eye shall have no pity, and I will not spare. One third of you will die by plague or be con¬ 
sumed by famine among you, one third shall fall by the sword around you, and one third I will scatter to every 
wind and I will unsheathe the sword behind them." 


Archbishop Carrington suggests another application, p 266, Commentary on Revelation: "This refers to the 
division of Jerusalem into three factions which became so acute after the return of General Titus. While Titus 
was besieging Jerusalem from outside, three leaders of these three rival factions were fighting fiercely against 
themselves within the city. But for this, the city might have staved off defeat for a long while, even perhaps 
indefinitely. For no great army could support itself for long in those days in the neighborhood of Jerusalem. 

[There was no " _, nor any _.] This fighting within the city is what delivered 

it so quickly into the hands of Titus. He himself admits if these three warring factions had not done his work 
for him inside the city, he would not have been able to conquer." 


Revelation 16: 21 ff. And great hailstones heavy as hundred weight dropped on men from heaven." 


Josephus describes the stones that the Romans threw by catapult into Jerusalem: "The stone missiles weighed 
a talent and traveled two furlongs or more, and their impact not only on those hit first, but also on those behind 
them, was enormous. At first, the Jews kept watch for the stone for it was white and its approach was intimat¬ 
ed to the eye for its shining surface, as well as to the ear by its whizzing sound. Watchmen, posted on the tow¬ 
ers, gave the warnings whenever the engine was fired and the stone came hurtling toward them. The watchmen 
would shout in their native tongue, The son is coming!'" [Son is a pun for the Hebrew word for 

_. Ben is '_' and ben is 'son.'] And since the Christians has for forty years been 

telling how the Son of God would come again, so, almost in mocking, they would say of these white stones 
coming at them "the Son is coming. Those in the line of fire made way and fell prone, a precaution that result¬ 
ed in the stones passing harmlessly through and falling to the rear. To frustrate this, it occurred to the Romans 
to blacken the stones so that they couldn't be seen so easily beforehand and then they hit their target and 
destroyed many with a single shot." 


Revelation has images that are (a) symbolic / (b) literal / (c) both . [Similar details to Revelation 16 can be found 
in the account of the crucifixion scene: John 19:30, Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:37, Luke 23:46 - voices, earth¬ 
quakes, darkness, thunder, etc.] 

Revelation 17:1 ff. Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me: "Come. I will 
show you the judgment of the great harlot who is seated upon many waters, with whom the kings of the earth 
have committed fornication and with the wine of whose fornication the dwellers on eailh have become drunk. 
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The judgments on the great harlot, who is according to Luther, the_. Almost all of the 

founders of Protestantism agree. However, Old Testament background of the images and symbols in Revelation , 
including the harlot image, abounds. 

Identification of The Harlot City 

1. The first of the major prophets, Isaiah, identified_as the harlot. "The great city" - 

or the ",_of Babylon" - is two ways of saying the same thing. 

Isaiah 1:21 How the faithful city has become a harlot! She that was full of justice, righteousness lodged in 
her, but now, murderers! Your silver has become dross; your wine mixed with water.... 


2. The second major prophet, Jeremiah, identified_as the harlot. He compares her to 

a bride forgetting her husband and turning to_. 


Jeremiah 2:20 ff. For long ago, you broke your yoke and burst your bonds, and you said, "l will not serve." 
Yea, upon every high hill, and on every green tree, you bowed down as a harlot. Yet I planted you as a choice 

vine, holy and pure seed. How then have you turned degenerate and become a wild vine? . In vain have I 

smitten your children; they took no correction. Your own sword devoured your prophets like a ravening lion. 
[32 ]Can a maiden forget her ornaments? Or a bride her attire? Yet my people have forgotten me days with¬ 
out number. 


Jeremiah 3:1-3 If a man divorces his wife and she goes from him, and becomes another man's wife, will he 
return to her? Would not that land be greatly polluted? You have played the harlot with many lovers, and would 
you return to me, says the Lord? Lift up your eyes to the bare heights and see, where have you not been lain 
with? By the wayside you have sat, awaiting lovers, like an Arab in the wilderness. You have polluted the land 
by your vile harlotry. Therefore, the showers have been withheld and the spring rain has not come. Yet you 
have a harlot's brow and you refuse to be ashamed. 


Jeremiah 5:7 How can I pardon you? Your children have forsaken Me and have sworn by those who are no 
gods. When I fed them to the full, they committed adultery and trooped down to the houses of harlots. They 
were well-fed, lusty stallions; each named for his neighbor's wife. Shall I not punish them for these things? 


3. The third major prophet Ezekiel identified_as the harlot, [see selected verses next 

page] He describes how the Lord chose her, rescued her, raised her, fed her, and watched her 

grow to full maidenhood, then proposes a_covenant to her. I spread my 

skirt (from the Book of Ruth) was the way in which ancient Israelites became_. 

I covered your nakedness was another way of saying 'I_you.’ 

Ezekiel 16:1, 30 Son of Man, make known to Jerusalem her abominations and say, "Thus says the Lord God 
to Jerusalem, 'your origin and your birth are of the land of the Canaanites...When I passed by you and looked 
upon you, behold, you were of the age for love, and I spread my skirt over you, and I covered your nakedness. 
Yea, I plighted my troth to you, and entered into a covenant with you, says the Lord God, and you became mine. 
And you became famous. Your renown went forth among the nations because of your beauty. But you trusted 
in your beauty and played the harlot because of your renown. You lavished your harlotry on any passerby. 
Wherefore O harlot, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God because your shame was laid bare and 
your nakedness uncovered, because of your harlotry with all your lovers, and because of all your idols, and 
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because of the blood of your children that you gave them; therefore, behold, I will gather all your lovers with 
whom you took pleasure, all those you loved and all those you loathed. I will gather them against you from 
every side, and will uncover your nakedness to them, that they may see all your nakedness and / will judge you 
as a woman who broke wedlock and shed blood or judged and bring upon you the blood of wrath and jealousy. 


Interpreters decide that Rome is the "whore of Babylon" only by neglecting the (a) Old / (b) New Testament 

background, and by neglecting Jesus' words that it is_where all the righteous bloodshed on 

earth will come. 

The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD has great covenant theological significance; John is a covenant theolo¬ 
gian, presenting the New Covenant established by Christ. It explains: 

-♦■connections between_and-Testaments 

♦■consistency of (a) imagery /(b) prophecy in both 

♦■continuation of the sequence of sin and punishment in-and-• 

♦■historical events of 60 through 75 AD 

Revelation 17:3 He carried me away in the spirit into a wilderness and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet 
beast which was full of blasphemous names and it had seven heads and ten horns. The woman was arrayed in 
purple and scarlet and bedecked with gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup filled with 
abominations and the impurities of her fornications. And on her forehead was written the name of mystery, 
Babylon the great, mother of harlots and of earth's abominations. And / saw the woman, drunk with the blood 
of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, 1 marveled greatly, but the angel said 
to me, "Why marvel? / will tell you the mystery of the woman and of the beast with seven heads 

The beast with a harlot riding on its back is picturing la) Rome / (b) Jerusalem with fa) Rome / (h) Jerusale m on 
its back, saying, "we have no king but Caesar”. Babylon, the mother of harlots, is (a) Rome / (b) Jerusalem , and 
the blood she drinks is the deaths of the early Christians. 

Eugenio Corsini, The Apocalypse: the Perennial Revelation of Jesus Christ, Liturgical Press: Collegeville. MN. 
Professor of Patristics in Turin, Italy, he has access to very rare ancient commentaries by the early Fathers on 
Revelation. He argues that it is the passing of the Old Covenant and the destruction of Jerusalem that is the iul- 
fillment and the real meaning of the Bookof Revelation. 

p. 328 "In any case, whatever interpretation one gives to the beast, it is important to see it as reality distinct from 
the prostitute. These words are nowadays thrown about as a prophecy about the destruction of Rome and > ts 
empire. This is a logical interpretation when prostitute and beast are identified with Rome, but the difficulty is 
that it means that Rome destroys la) herself / (b) Jerusalem . This leads to further theories about internecine strife 
and revolt. Some return to the idea of Nero’s revival, returning to destroy Rome at the head of the Parthians... 

...But we must make a distinction between the beast and the harlot. If the distinction is kept, the city cant be 
Rome, which is represented in some way by the symbol of the beast and the ten horns [the ten Caesars after 
Nero]. The city which falls to the savage aggression is Jerusalem. In the destruction which is mentioned, here 
we have a summary of a whole series of destructions of Jerusalem, throughout her troubled history.... Therefore, 
if the destruction to which the passage alludes is to be understood in the literal and material sense, it can only 
refer to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 AD. Only then, in fact, after the slaying of Jesus Christ, 
did Jerusalem become in the eyes of John and the early Christians the definitive prostitute, opposite of the Holy 
City, which it had once been. The allusion to that historical event is useful for John only to help him to identi¬ 
fy the reality of Jerusalem hidden under the symbol "prostitute." ...The symbol of the prostitute, like the beast 
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from the land and the false prophet, also points toward Judaism. The symbol signifies Judaism's perversion 

through the metaphor of prostitution. Prostitution means_., Judaism has become idolatrous 

because it adores the beast and its statue, (a) economic / (b) political authority. This is the case, not because 
it accepts the (a) economic / (b) political domination of the Romans. It certainly doesn't, it is probably opposed 
to it, and sees it as a demonic presence. In its opposition to Romans, however; Judaism adopts their mentality, 
the same means and goals." 

Revelation 17:9 says This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains on which the 
woman is seated. Those who say that the 7 hills identify the city as Rome, must pay attention to the fact that the 
woman is seated on these hills. The woman and the beast are distinct. The beast is identified by the 7 hills (of 
Rome). The city, or Babylon sits upon the beast of seven heads (7 hills). Jerusalem rests or sits upon Rome, as 
a harlot sits upon a beast. 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Eight 

1. The doctrine of redemptive suffering says that victor)- over death comes from faithfulness to Christ through 
enduring suffering. The Church has many martyrs in its canon of saints. How do the "ordinary" saints, and ordi¬ 
nary people alive today, participate in this victory? What kind of suffering qualifies? 


2. Professor Hahn explains that our righteous deeds bring glory to Christ as well as clothing us in that same glory. 
What are "righteous deeds" and how do we know they are righteous? 


3. If as Paul says The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law (1 Corinthians 15:56), why does the 
Church have so many laws and restrictions? 
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4. Some critics of the Catholic Church (as well as of the Episcopal and Lutheran churches) complain that the 
Levitical priesthood of Judaism before the fall of Jerusalem has returned in the Catholic priesthood. What are 
the significant differences between the Old Covenant priesthood and the New Covenant priesthood? 


5. St. Ianatius of Antioch says, / am God's wheat. How are our lives connected to the wheat offered to God in 
the Eucharistic celebration? How is wheat connected to the Lamb of God ? 


6. Professor Hahn mentions in this tape the Mount Tabor Transfiguration (Luke 9) of Jesus when he talks with 
Moses and Elijah about His exodus to place in Jerusalem. What might Moses and Elijah be symbols for to those 
seeing the vision or hearing the story? How could they be predictors of glory for all Christians? 


7. In the Old Covenant, trumpets would sound while the sacrifices were made in the Temple. What corresponds 
to that sound in the New Covenant sacrifice, the Mass? 


8. They cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues and they did not repent and give him glory. 
What possible causes would there be for the Jews, who had real remembrance of deliverance from Egypt, and 
who were in real slavery to Rome at the time, to "curse" God and not repent of their disbelief in Jesus? 


9. In what ways could Josiah be a figure of Christ in the Old Testament? Considering that all types of Jesus have 
a negative side, in what ways could Josiah be a figure of the old Adam instead of the New Adam ? 


10. Revelation 16:17 ff. The Seventh angel poured his bowl into the air. and a loud voice came out of the Temple 
from the throne saying, "It is done." What point in the Mass compares to this moment in Revelation? How does 
it support the doctrine of the "Sacrifice of the Mass?" 


11. Professor Hahn explains that Revelation has images that are both symbolic and literal. So does the Mass 
Give some examples of both symbolic and literal images in the celebration of the Mass. 
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Tape nine - The Marriage Supper of the Lamb 

(Chapters 17-20) 

Old Testament prophets characterized Jerusalem and that city alone as the harlot. Idolatry is harlotry, precisely 
because worship involves intimacy with God. Any other intimacy is harlotry. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel. 

However, there is one place where a Gentile power is characterized as harlotry; Ezekiel calls the city of_ 

a harlot. 


Revelation 17:7 ff. When / saw her, 1 marveled greatly, but the angel said to me, " Why marvel? I will tell 
you the mystery' of the woman and of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. The beast that 
you saw was, and is not, and is to ascend from the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And the dwellers on earth 
whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world will maty el to behold 
the beast because it was, and is not, and is to come. This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are 
seven mountains on which the woman is seated. There are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen. One is, 
the other has not yet come, and when he comes, he must remain only a little while. As for the beast that was 
and is not, it is an eighth, but it belongs to the seven and it goes to perdition. And the ten horns that you saw 
are ten kings that have not yet received royal power. But they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, 
together with the beast. These are of one mind and give over their power and authority to the beast. They will 
make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those 
with Him are called and chosen and faithful. And he said to me, "The waters that you saw, where the harlot is 
seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues and the ten horns that you saw - they and the beast 
will hate the harlot. They will make her desolate, and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire. 
For God has put it into their hearts to carry out His purpose by being of one mind and giving over the royal 
power to the beast until the words of God shall he fulfilled. 


Thej a . ) economic / (b) imperial authority of Rome was what carried Jerusalem, especially in its opposition to the 
Christians. The Jews were the ones who incited Rome against the Christians. The idea here is that we fa) are / 
(b) are not to marvel at the way in which this harlot church has teamed up with this satanic political power to 
persecute God s people. Instead, we (a) are / (b) are not to marvel at how God brings Judgment and destruction 
upon them and with their defeat comes our deliverance and our triumph. We are to marvel at God's deliverance. 
The power of evil is able to join together false religion with power politics, something constantly recurring. The 
language of "was and is not and is to come" is confusing language, but Professor Hahn suggests it suggests a 
false power. This (a) is / (b) is not really a power worth marveling at. 

The seven heads are seven mountains are symbols for (a) Herod's / (b) Caesar's dynasty and empire. The one 
hour of the ten kings corresponds to the time of the great tribulation and great cataclysm for the city of Jerusalem. 

Verse 15 describes the many lands and languages of the_Empire. This is striking and 

ironic language and the ironic shift: 

1. The beast and the harlot in unholy alliance combine to make war on the_(verse 14), who 

will conquer them. 

2. The beast and the dragon hate the_, turn and destroy her, burning her up with fire. 

3. This fits with circumstances described by Josephus between 30 and 70 AD. 

[See next page for Professor Hahn's comments.] 
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Unholy Alliance 

Roman authority in Judea and the Jewish leadership of Jerusalem, including the Herodians, launch the first per¬ 
secution against the Christians, beginning with Jesus, the Lamb Himself, during the Passion, Death, 
Resurrection and Ascension. Then after 3 Vi years of persecution against the Christians, Rome stopped, and 
unleashed the same persecution against the Jews. The 3 /i years persecution culminate in the Siege of 
Jerusalem in 68 through 70 AD, which brought about the destruction of almost 1 million Jews. It ended the Old 
Covenant as they knew it. _ 


Revelation 17:18 The woman you saw is the great city which has dominion over the kings of the earth. 


Dominion over the kings of the earth seems to refer to Rome, which seemed to have dominion over all the kings 
(kingdoms) of the earth. However, if history is (a) covenanta l / (b) an event record, then John is referring all the 
way back to the time of (at Abraham / (hi David , when God elevated Jerusalem then to establish it as the center 
of the Kingdom of (at Israel / (hi God on earth. In 1003, BC. David conquered Jerusalem, established it as his 
political capital, and brought the Ark of the Covenant up (2 Samuel 6), thus making it also the (a) sacred, spiri ¬ 
tual / (bt secular, political center of the world. God sealed a covenant with David that, through his son, by whom 

the Temple would be built, all nations would make annual pilgrimages to Jerusalem to see-- 

and to hear his wisdom, and to learn him from the law of God (for the way of eternal life). David's response is 
an exclamation of gratitude (2 Sam 7:19): "Who am I, Lord, that you would show me the future, elevate your 
servant's house to such world-wide heights?" And then he says. And you have shown me the Torah for Adam. 
Most scholars agree that what David is saying is 'in this covenant which you made with me, you have revealed 
the torah, the law, the constitution, or the political charter, for all of-. all of Adam." 


Normally Torah and Israel go together, because God gave the law to Israel through-, who was 

the mediator between God and Israel, with the Torah as the charter. Now David has become the mediator 

between God and all the_. So the Torah in God's covenant with David will be a universal 

religion, a_religion. David sees that through his son, who will be the next king, son oi 

David, the king of Israel, God will establish a governmental order, a divine administration meant to rule the 
whole world. This rule is the subject of several psalms. 


Psalm 89 

I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever. 

With my mouth, I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations. 

For your steadfast love was established forever, 

Your faitlifiilness is firm, as the heavens. 

For you have said, "I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 

/ have sworn to David my sen’ant. 

"I will establish your descendants forever and will build your throne for all generations. 
He shall cry to me, "You are my Father, my God, 
and the Rock of my Salvation " 

And I will make Him the firstborn, 
the highest of the kings of the earth. 
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Psalm 2 

He who sits in the heavens, though, laughs - 
the Lord has them in derision. 

Then He will speak to them in his wrath, 
and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

"I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill." 

I will tell of the decree of the Lord. 

He said to me, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you. 
Ask of Me and I will make the nations your heritage 
The ends of the earth your possession. 

You shall break them with a rod of iron 
And dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." 


The Son of King_is speaking in this Psalm. The Covenant of_is one of the 

most important principles in understanding Revelation, with the motif of the new Jerusalem being ushered in at 
the end of Revelation. 


Psalm 72 

Give the King your justice, O God, 
And your righteousness to the royal Son, 
(8) May he have dominion from sea to sea 
and from the river to the ends of the earth. 
(11) May all kings fall down before Him, 
All nations ser\’e Him. 


Jerusalem was a metropolis (mater-other: polis - city = mother city). Jerusalem is spoken of as Daughter Zion, 
a woman who is supposed to be a spouse to (a) Israel / (b) Yahweh . a bride, but (like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel say over and again) she has become a whore, a harlot, adoring false gods, unfaithful to the covenant of 

-. Jerusalem, the city of God's kingdom on earth, from which God's Word was to go 

out over all the earth. 


Revelation 18:1 ff. Aft er this, / saw another angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the 
earth was made bright with his splendor. He called out with a mighty voice, "Fallen! Fallen! Is Babylon the 
Great! "It is become a dwelling place of demons, a haunt of every foul spirit, a haunt of every foul or hateful 
bird. 


This text is right from the prophet__ the taunt against Babylon. Another reference in the 

New Testament is__ the return of the unclean spirit which Jesus describes. 

Matthew 12:43-45 

Jesus proclaims against the Jerusalem establishment because the Scribes and Pharisees accuse Jesus of casting 
out demons by the power of the devil. They are not just saying that Jesus is a (a) bad / (b) false teacher, not just 
that he is misleading the people, but he is filled with_. This is the greatest of blasphemies. 
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This is a decisive point in the (a) public / (b) private ministry of Jesus. Up until now, Jesus ministry is (a) pu th 
lie / (hi private . After this rejection and slander by the Jewish leadership, Jesus goes (a) public / (b) private . He 
now shares the secrets of the Kingdom with the disciples, and speaks to the people only in parables, because of 
all the conflict coming. Jesus describes this conflict, calling this generation as "evil and adulterous.' He speaks 
of how the men of Nineveh (where Jonah reluctantly preached and they repented) will arise on the day of 
Judgment and condemn this generation. "Something greater than Jonah is here, Jesus says. He also says that 
the Queen of Sheba will arise and condemn the same leaders because she came to hear the wisdom of Solomon, 
and the leaders are hearing Jesus Who is greater than Solomon, with wisdom greater than the wisdom of 
Solomon. Then Jesus tells a cryptic parable: 


Matthew 12:43-45 The Return of the Unclean Spirit "When an unclean spirit goes out of a person it roams 
through arid regions searching for rest but finds none. Then it says, I will return to my home from which I 
came.' But upon returning, it finds it empty, swept clean, and put in order. Then it goes and brings back with 
itself seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they move in and dwell there; and the last condition of that 
person is worse than the first. Thus it will be with this evil generation ."__ 


Jesus speaks of the person as a "house" because the rabbis saw a human body as a miniature-, 

as St. Paul speaks of in 1 Corinthians. Jesus comes to Jerusalem in triumphal entry, precisely to cleanse the 
Temple. He wishes to purge it of Satan and to give the leaders one last chance. They spurn this last grace and 
bring greater demonic evil upon themselves. 

Revelation 18:3 All the nations have drunk the wine of her impure passion and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the earth have grown rich with the wealth of her wanton¬ 
ness. Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, "Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her 
sins, lest you share in her plagues. For her sins are heaped as high as heaven, and God has remembered her 
iniquities. Render to her as she herself has rendered, and repay her double for her deeds. Mix a double draft 
for her in the cup she mixed. As she glorified herself and played the wanton, so give her a like measure of tor¬ 
ment and mourning. Since in her heart she says, "A Queen I sit. / am no widow; mourning I shall never see" 
so shall her plagues come in a single day. Pestilence, mourning and famine. And she shall be burned with fire. 
For mighty is the Lord God who judges her. _ 


The persecution that Jerusalem launched against the people of God will be (a) doubled / (h) tripj ed against her. 
Jerusalem's punishment of burning with fire was a rare punishment Stoning or hanging in a tree were more fre¬ 
quent. Fire was reserved exclusively in Leviticus 21:9 for the daughter of the (a) King/(b) High Priest who was 
caught in harlotry. So the Daughter Jerusalem, the Daughter Zion, entrusted to the (a) King / (b) High Pries t, 
and Jerusalem is to be burned with fire. Come out of her my people lest you take part in her sms can be found 
in 2 Corinthians 6, on the superiority of the New Covenant over the Old. 

In 2 Corinthians 3, St. Paul calls the Old Covenant a "dispensation of (a) death / (b) grace carved in letters on 

stone" referring to Moses' Ten_, He describes Moses' face shining with brightness. The 

Jews could not look upon him because they could not look upon even the reflected glory of God because the Old 
Covenant did not do away with_. 

In contrast, 2 Corinthians 3: 6 describes a New Covenant, not in a written code, but in the Spirit, The written 
code kills, but the Spirit gives life, so the New Covenant is life-giving. Paul describes his ministry in the New 

Covenant. He compares it to the ministry of_. showing how he, Paul, has access to the very 

glory of God, unlike all the Israelites in the Old Covenant. Then he ironically describes how he fulfills a New 
Covenant ministry. 


Ill 



2 Cor 4:8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed, perplexed but not driven to despair, persecuted but 
not forsaken, struck down but not destroyed, (10) always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life 

of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies .2 Corinthians 4:10 For while we live, we are always being 

given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 


This is a profound Scriptural summary of what it means to live as a believer in the New Covenant: living like 

J esus >_like Jesus, so as to reign in glory like Jesus. Jews saw martyrdom as obeying 

(a) the Messiah / (b) the Law no matter what comes. But they were often bewildered and mystified by suffer¬ 
ing. In contrast, the New Covenant ushered in a martyrological theology where the early martyrs rejoiced in suf¬ 
fering like Christ. Christians understand the New Covenant established in Christ is a call to leave this earth 

beginning with the Old Covenant and the Old_. Leave behind whatever wealth, 

treasure or truth God revealed in the Old Covenant. As holy as it was, as good as it was, it is nothing compared 
to the holy and good revealed in the New Covenant. 

In 2 Corinthians 4 and 5 Paul gives us insights into the nature of the Old Covenant as an earthly order. The Old 
Covenant is not simply equivalent to the Law of Moses ending with Jesus. The Old Covenant in the sense of 
mystery is the whole age of the (a) earth / (b) heavens . It ended with the coming of Jesus, with the death and 
resurrection of Jesus (more visibly), in 70 AD with the destruction of the Jewish Temple and the ending of the 
sacrifices and the priestly ministry of Judaism (even more visibly). But in another sense, it will not end until the 
whole of creation, the macro-temple of the entire universe is burned up with fire, and is recreated as the new 
heavens and the new earth. [It is this ending that Revelation, or the Apocalypse, foretells. It is this ending that 
the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD prefigures.] 


2 Peter 3: 5 ff. They deliberately ignore this fact that by the Word of God the heavens existed long ago and the 
earth formed out of water and by means of water, through which the world that then existed was deluged with 
water and perished. But by the same Word, the heavens and earth that now exist, have been stored up for fire, 
being kept until the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men. ...(10) The day of the Lord will come like 
a thief, and the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the 
earth and the works that are upon it will be burned up. 


So the fate of Jerusalem in 70 AD is a miniature version of the fate of the cosmos at the end of all_. 

And the Lord came in 70 AD, and the Lord will come at the end of all time. But in between these two points of 
time, we have the Lord coming in judgment to each of our temples, our bodies, when our bodies perish. 

2 Corinthians 4:16 ff. So we don't lose heart; though our outer nature, that is, our body, is wasting away; our 
inner nature, our regenerated soul and spirit is being renewed every day. For this slight momentary affliction 
is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, because we look not to the things that are 
seen, but to the things that are unseen, [see Romans 8]. For the things that are seen are transient; but the 
things that are unseen are eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent that we live in is destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a house not made from hands, eternal in the heavens. 


In the Old Testament, 

From time of Adam to Moses - God dwelt in nature. 

From time of Moses to time of David - God dwelt in an earthly_ 

a prototype - of our earthly_ 

From time of David to time of Jesus - God dwelt in the Jerusalem 

a prototype - of our heavenly_ 
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For 1000 years the_prefigured the New Covenant to be ushered in by the Messiah and once 

the New Covenant arrives through Christ, the earthly prefiguring is outmoded. 

2 Corinthians 5:2 Here, indeed, we groan, and long to put on our heavenly dwelling, so that by putting it on 
we , na y not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, we sigh with anxiety’, not that we would be 
unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who 
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of 
good courage for we know that while we are at home in the body, we are away from the Lord, for we walk by 

faith, and not by sight . From now on therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 

we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard Him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. For Christ is the beginning of the new heavens and the new earth. The old has passed 
away, behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation. _ 


not that we would be unclothed means being disembodied souls after death, and further clothed refeis to 

_bodies. From a human point of view means literally "according to-•" This 

explains why Paul and New Covenant ministers undergo affliction in order to inherit (a) earthly / (b) heavenly 
glory. In 2 Corinthians 6: Paul says that being poor, suffering, afflicted, proves the Christian to be like 


In 2 Corinthians 6:14. Don't be mismated with unbelievers could mean 'the pagans' - but the Greek word trans¬ 
lates literally as 'the_These are the ones who, in Paul's opinion, are unwilling to accept Christ 

as the fulfillment of the covenant, contrasting Old and New Covenants. 

2 Corinthians 6:16 What agreement has the Temple of God with idols? For we are the Temple oj the Living 
God, as God said, 7 will live in them and move among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my peo¬ 
ple.' Therefore, come out from them! And be separate from them, says the Lord. And touch nothing unclean. 
And / will welcome you, and be a father to you, and you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord God 
Almighty. (2 Sam 7) _ 


To enter into the fullness of the Davidic covenant for Paul means entering into the-Covenant. Similar 

language in Paul is at the end of the book of Hebrews 

Hebrews 13:12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in older to sanctify’ the people through His blood. 
Therefore, let us go forth to Him, outside the camp and bear the abuse He endured for here we have no lasting 
city, but we seek the city which is to come. __ 


The gate Paul refers to is the gate of_, He says we must like Jesus suffer here because here is 

not our real_, which is in heaven. Here we are only travelers in a haunt of demons (Revelation 18). 

Revelation 18:4 Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins corresponds to 2 Corinthians 6.17 
where Paul says Therefore, come out from them! 
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Revelation 18:9 The kings of the earth who committed fornication and were wanton with her will weep and 
wail over her when they see the smoke of her bunting...They will stand far off and fear her torment and say, 
Alas, alas, thou great city, thou mighty city, Babylon, in one hour has thy judgment come. And the merchants 
of the earth weep and mount for her, since no one buys their cargo anymore. Cargo of gold, silver, jewels, 
peat Is, fine linen, purple, silk, scarlet, all kinds of scented wood, all articles of ivory, all articles of costly wood, 
bronze, iron, marble, cinnamon spice, incense, myrrh, frankincense, wine, oil, fine four and wheat, cattle and 
sheep, horses and chariots, and slaves, that is, human souls. [ 14] The fruit for which thy soul longed has gone 
from thee, and all thy dainties and thy splendor are lost to thee, never to be found again. The merchants of 
these wares who gained wealth from her will stand far off and fear of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud. 
'Alas, alas, for the great city, clothed in fine linen and purple and scarlet, bedecked with gold, with jewels, and 
with pearls." And they cry’ out, "All this wealth has been laid waste." 


The very ones who burn her up will weep because they can no longer (a) attack / (b) enjoy the very things they 
lusted after. When the ancient world is studied. Jerusalem can be seen in some ways to surpass even (a) Trov / 
(b) Rome. It was a cultural center and a mercantile center. A historian describes it thus "In these streets and 
lanes, everything might be purchased, the production of Palestine, or imported from foreign lands. The rarest 
articles from the remotest part of the earth, exquisitely shaped and curiously designed jeweled cups. Rings or 
other workmanship of precious metals. Glass, silks, fine linen, woolen stuff. Purple and costly hangings, 
essences, ointments, perfumes as precious as gold, articles of food and drink from foreign lands. In short, what¬ 
ever India, Persia, Arabia, Medea, Egypt. Italy, Greece, and even the far-off lands of the Gentiles yielded, all of 
this might be had in their bazaars. Ancient Jewish writings enable us to identify no fewer than 118 different arti¬ 
cles that are precious and imported from foreign lands, covering even more than modern luxury has devised." 

Jerusalem was a luxurious commercial center, just as it is identified here. God adorned Jerusalem then betrothed 
Himself to her, dressing her with all these fineries. And then Jerusalem used them to seduce and entice all the 
Gentile and pagan cities. The majority of Scripture interpreters write of the symbolic Babylon as if it were 
Rome. But Rome never experienced this kind of absolute destruction. Though sacked and burned a few times, 
it was never destroyed so completely as this description here. This represents total destruction - conflagration; 
even Josephus says that people walked by and wondered if anybody ever dwelt there. In "one hour" she was laid 
waste and mourned, even by angels and saints. In the parallel to Matthew 24, Luke 21 is far more explicit, even 
more than in Mark 13. 


Luke 21:20 But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation is near. Let 
those who are in Judea fee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city’ depart. And let not those 
who are out in the country enter it. For these are days of vengeance to fulfill all that is written. They will fall 
by the edge of the sword, and be led captive among all nations. Jerusalem will be trodden down by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled 


Luke is writing for (a) Gentile / (b) Jewish Christians and Matthew for (a) Gentile / (h) Jewish Christians. 

-will say 'desolating sacrilege' but_will say 'Jerusalem 

surrounded by armies.' 


Professor Hahn on Rebuilding the Temple in Jerusalem 

There will be no Temple, no priests, no sacrifices in her ever again, no matter what we hear of the boastings of 
the Middle East. God will not allow it. In the fourth century, one of the emperors in the line of Constantine 
the Great, Julian, at first a Christian, later Julian the Apostate, launched a persecution against the Christians. 
After the imperial tolerance law had been enacted years before, he attacked the Christians in favor of the (cont) 
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(cont) Jews, and taxed the Christians to rebuild the Temple. He urged the Jews to rebuild the Temple. But 
every time they made attempts to lift up the huge stones, the hundreds of Jewish workers were burned with fire 
that came belching up from underground under the stones. Eusebius and other historians describe this phe¬ 
nomenon. Whenever the stones were dislodged and attempts were made to rebuild the foundations, the builders 
themselves were burned. Julian the Apostate became frustrated because the builders stopped their work. They 
told him to try it himself. _ 


Professor Hahn on Deliverance 

If the Church in our age is going to succeed, if it is to march from victory to victory as the early Fathers and 
martyrs experienced, we must recover this triumphant perspective. Deliverance comes either by conversion or 
by destruction. 

Philip Terrington, an Anglican Archbishop, The Early Christian Church, Cambridge Press, 1967, p. 228 - a 
description from Josephus, how a prophet arose in Jerusalem. "The record of Josephus is full ot prophecies and 
oracles as early as 62 AD, the year in which James the Just was murdered, this righteous Christian leader that 
even the Jews respected and revered. A peasant named Jesus Ben Ananias appeared at the Feast ot Tabernacles 
repeating in a melancholy singsong, 'A voice from the East, a voice from the West, a voice from the four winds, 
a voice against Jerusalem and the holy house. A voice against the bridegrooms and the brides. A voice against 
the whole people.' He maintained his witness for a period of seven years, in spite of torture and punishment 
inflicted upon him by the authorities, and he happened to die in the last year of the war." 

Revelation 18:23 No light from a lamp will ever be seen in you again. No voices of bride and groom will ever 
be heard in you again.... In her was found the blood of prophets and of saints. [ 19:1 ] After this I heard what 
seemed to the voice of a great multitude in heaven crying "Halleluia, salvation and power and glory and power 
belong to our God!" _ 


Halleluias are in verse 1, 3, 4 and 6. Only here is Halleluia mentioned in the New Testament. In the Old 
Testament, Halleluia is found only in Psalm 118. It means "Hallel (praise) to Ya (Yahweh)" or [Praise be to the 

Lord.] Psalm 118 was sung at the Feast of_and the feast of Tabernacles, it was sung, and 

only then. It was the climax of the_meal; it came after drinking the third cup of blessing, 

while you are preparing for the fourth cup. It had significant verses pertaining to the Messiah. 

Psalm 118:22 The stone which the builders rejected has become the head of the corner. This is the Lord's 1 
doing, it is marvelous in our eyes, this is the day which the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 


The day spoken of is the day when the Lord is rejected by the 


_, cast out of the Old Creation, 


then He becomes the Head of the Comer, the Cornerstone of the New Covenant, the New Temple, the New 

Jerusalem. Climaxing this_celebration is the remembering and the drinking of the cup, 

passing out of (a) Jerusalem / (b) Egypt , out of the Old Creation and into the New Creation. 


Massey Shepard, a Protestant scholar. The Paschal Liturgy and the Apocalypse, p. 78 The clue that led us to 
our theory about the structure of Revelation was provided by the use of the Hallel Psalms 113-118 in chapter 
19 [of Rev.], immediately preceding the marriage supper of the Lamb. The association of these Hallel Psalms 
with the Jewish festivals, and in particular with the Passover, suggested at first that this chapter reflected the 
Paschal Eucharist of the early Church. By working backwards through the book from this point, we (cont) 


115 





(cont) became convinced that an entire Paschal liturgy could be reconstructed. And this in turn fits with the 
seer's statement that his vision was experienced on the Lord's Day, because the Lord's Day is not only the Day 
of the Lord [judgment day] but also Sunday, the day of the Eucharistic Liturgy." He describes on pp. 82-83 
how this insight led him to reconstruct and outline for all of Revelation, which shows that the Book of 

Revelation is actually patterned after the_Liturgy of the early Church, which in turn was 

based upon the Old Testament_. "From the victory of Christ on the Cross flows the stream 

of water and blood, the Paschal sacraments by which the Christian appropriates to himself participation in that 
victory. The realized eschatology of the Fourth Gospel (John) is at one with the eschatology of the Apocalypse. 
The Gospel employs the commemorative narrative of the Passover. Revelation relates the theme in the apoca¬ 
lyptic symbolism of the Parousia. [The Apocalypse] might be viewed as a commentary [on that liturgy of the 
Lord's Day] from the vantage point of prophecy." 


Revelation 19 approaches the highest point of the Passover, between the third and fourth cup when the praises 
of God are sung, from the cup of blessing to the cup of consummation. 


Scot t Hahn, "The Fourth Cup," First Things. September. 1991 

Christ interrupted the Passover liturgy after the third cup, and says, 'I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 
my kingdom comes.' This refers to the end of time, but more importantly to the Cross, when Christ once again 
tastes of wine from the sponge offered to him as he calls out 'I thirst." He refuses the wine before he goes to 
Calvary, but on Calvary when they lift up the wine in the sponge on a hyssop branch. He drinks it and says "it 
is consummated." The cup of consummation, the cup of wrath has been drunk. It refers to the Passover which 
He has just fulfilled. He has just transformed the Old Covenant into the New Covenant. In between the third 
and the fourth cup, Jesus sang a hymn, which would be the Hallel Psalm, but He does not drink the fourth cup 
until He fulfills those hymns. He fulfills the whole Passover on the Cross. 


Connections between Jesus' experiences in Jerusalem and the Church's experiences in Jerusalem. Both bear wit¬ 
ness. Both are rejected, persecuted, led out of the city, executed, yet delivered by God. All this was experienced 
by early Christians in Jerusalem. The earthquake and darkness that came upon Jerusalem in 33 AD with the 

dealh of-prefigured the earthquake and darkness that comes upon Jerusalem in_AD, 

connecting the individual body of Jesus in 33 and the Mystical Body of Christ in_AD. The deliverance 

of Jesus from death and Jerusalem in 33 AD prefigures the deliverance of His Mystical Body from death and 
Jerusalem in_AD. 


Revelation 19:3-9 ff. ..."Hallelujah! The smoke goes up from her for ever and ever!" And the twenty-four eld¬ 
ers and the four living creatures fell down and worshipped God who is seated on the throne, saying, "Amen, 
Hallelujah!" And from the throne came a voice crying, "Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, 
small and great." Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of many waters, 
and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty reigns! Let us 
rejoice, and exult, and give Him the glory! For the marriage of the Lamb has come and his bride has made 
herself ready!" It was granted her to be clothed with fine linen [purity and righteous deeds], bright and pure, 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints, [the new Jerusalem] and the angel said to me, "Write this. 
Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb." And he said to me, "These are true 
words of God." 
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This is the first instance of the image of__ late in the Apocalypse. It isn t until the harlot is 

burned and destroyed that the_is revealed and glorified. Jesus frequently uses a 'marriage 

feast’ imagery; two references are Matthew 22:1-2 ff. and Matthew 25:10. Paul also uses the image in 2 

Corinthians 11:2 to describe the new_and the bride, and in Ephesians 5:32, the relationship 

between Adam and Eve is compared to the relationship between Christ and (a) Mary / (b) His Church . 


Revelation 19:1-6 parallels Revelation 11:15-19 

Announcements 

[ 11 ] "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ and he shall reign forever..." 
[ 19 ] "Hallelujah! Salvation and gloryt and power belong to our God, for his judgments are true and just;..." 

24 Elders Worship 

[ 11 ] And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces and worshipped God, saying... 
119 ] And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshipped God..." 

Praise of God 

| 11 ] "We give thanks to thee, Lord God Almighty, who art and who wast..." 

119 ] "Amen, Hallelujah!" 

Heaven is Opened 

| 11 ] Then God's temple in heaven was opened... 

[ 19 ] ...Then / saw heaven opened... 

Woman Appears 

112 ] ...appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun... 

119 ] "... his Bride has made herself ready..." _ 


The beautiful woman of Revelation 12:1 is_who is also the Blessed Virgin Mary; the Virgin 

_ and Fruitful Mother, and the Bride in Revelation 19 is a symbol of the New Covenant 

_as prefigured, foreshadowed and embodied in the Blessed Virgin Mary. She is clothed with the 

sun, and we are her children. Like her, we are to dress up in fine linen, by performing the 
__ of the saints. 

Background for the Marriage Supper of the iMtnh 

David Chilton. In the Days of Vengeance, commentary on Revelation 19:9: 


"God's people have been saved from the whoredoms of the world to become the bride of His only Begotten Son. 
and the constant token of this fact is the Church's weekly celebration of her sacred feast, the Holy Eucharist. It 
should go without saying, but unfortunately it can't, that the Eucharist is the center of Christian worship. 
Everything else is important [teaching, instructing, and preaching, etc.], but secondary. Instruction in the faith, 
therefore, is an indispensable part of Christian worship, but it isn't the heart of Christian worship. The heart o! 
Christian worship is the sacrament of the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ. This is assumed by Saint 
Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 and 11:20-34. We see it reflected in Luke's simple statement in Acts 20:7, and 
on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread.... It is also described in the 
Didache, a document from the first century of the early Church where we read, 'But every Lord's Day, do you 
gather together yourselves, and break bread and give thanksgiving ( eucharisto ) after having confessed your 
transgressions that your sacrifice may be pure.'"_ 
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The Early Church Fathers related the marriage feast of the Lamb to (a) Revelation / (bf Eucharist . We are com¬ 
manded to (a) read Revelation / (b) celebrate the Eucharist on the Lord's Day. Professor Hahn points out the 
interesting fact that in the Didache, the Eucharist is associated with (a) confession / (b) sacrifice . 

"Justin Martyr reports the same pattern for all Christian assemblies. 'On the day called Sunday, all who live in 
cities or in the country gather together in one place, and the memoirs or the writings of the Apostles are read, 
as long as time permits. Then, when the reader has ceased, the president verbally instructs and verbally exhorts 
the imitation of these good things, then we all rise and pray, and as we before said, when our prayer is ended, 
bread and wine and water are brought, and the president, in like manner, offers prayers and thanksgivings 
according to his ability, and the people assent saying 'amen', and there is distribution to each, and a participa¬ 
tion in that over which thanks have been given. And to those who are absent, a portion is sent by the deacons.'" 


Sunday is called in Revelation, the Early Church Fathers and the Didache, the_Day or Resurrection 

Day. 


"The greatest privilege of the Church is her weekly participation in the Eucharistic meal, the marriage supper 
of the Lamb. It is a tragedy in our day, that so many churches in our day neglect the Lord's Supper, observing 
it only on rare occasions. Some so-called churches have even abandoned communion altogether. What we must 
realize is that the official worship service of the church on the Lord's Day is not merely a Bible Study or some 
informal get together of like-minded souls. To the contrary, it is the formal wedding feast of the bride with her 
bridegroom." 


The pattern for Christian worship is a_feast, the Lord's_. Warm fellowship 

or good preaching - which attracts so many Catholics away from their cradle faith - have replaced for the lapsed 

Catholic their most important treasure, the_of Christ, union with the Bridegroom of their 

souls. They say, "we weren't_However, it is the opposite; it is only in the Catholic Mass that we 

are truly_. 


[Chilton charges that] "one of the primary issues in the Protestant Reformation was the fact that the Roman 
Church admitted its members to the Eucharist only once a year." 


Professor Hahn responds that Chilton has completely and tragically misinterpreted the Roman requirement that 
Catholics go to Holy Communion (a) only / (b) at least once a year. Chilton goes on to say, "Ironically, the prac¬ 
tice of the Roman Church now excels that of most Protestant Churches on the issue of frequent communion. It 
is Rome which has reformed." 


[Chilton then quotes Alexander Schmemann, For the Life of the World, St. Vladimir's Press, N.Y.] "With this 
statement, 'man is what he eats,' [a Protestant philosopher who tried to put an end to religion by putting forward 
a materialistic theory of creation and man in particular] in fact he was expressing without knowing it, the most 
religious idea of man. Man must eat in order to live. He must take the world into his body and transform into 
himself, into flesh and blood. He is, indeed, that which he eats, and the whole world is presented as one all- 
embracing banquet table for man. And this image of the banquet remains, throughout the whole Bible, the cen¬ 
tral image of life. It is the image of life at its creation and also the image of life at its end and fulfillment. 'That 
you may eat and drink at my table in the kingdom.' The Eucharist is at the center of our life. And all of life 
flows out of this central liturgy." 
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We are what we eat, the Mystical Body, precisely because we EAT the 'mystical' Body of Christ. Corpus 
Mysticum is language applied to the church. In the early days of Christianity, 'corpus mysticum’ was language 
that referred to (a) Christ's resurrected body / (b) the Eucharist 

Revelation 19:10 Then I fell clown at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, 'You must not do that. / am a 
fellow servant with you and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus. Worship God, for the testimony of 
Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.' 


This sounds like fat rebuke / (hi complaint . "Do not worship any creature" is what the angel seems to be say¬ 
ing. However, the Greek term for 'worship' does not mean adoration and sacrificing to God and to God alone. 
This term for 'worship' is a frequent term in scripture meaning the homage or reverence paid to (a) spiritu al 
beings / (b) superiors . Some examples: 

1. In Psalm 2, the kings are to fa) bow to the ground / (b) kiss the feet of the Davidic king. 

2. In Genesis 18: 2, in fact throughout Genesis and the bible, we hear the word "-oneself" 

in the Greek - the proper bodily expression paid by subjects to authorities. 

Here, however, the angel is not saying 'don't worship me' - he is saying 'don't pay-to me. I am 

no longer your superior.' 

Chilton, p. 479 "Assuming, therefore, that St. John was not offering divine worship to the angel, but rather rev¬ 
erence to a superior, the angel's reply can be more clearly understood. A common theme throughout the Book 
of Revelation, is that all the Lord's people are prophets, like in Numbers 29. All have ascended into the Lord's 
presence, taking their places at the heavenly council around the throne in the glory cloud. Before Pentecost, it 
was appropriate for mere men to bow down before angels. But no longer. Don t do that, the angel ciies, I am 
a fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus.' The angel is now on an equal 
level with St. John and the rest of the Christian community. Thus he urges St. John to worship God, to draw 
near with confidence to the throne of grace (Hebrews 4:16). The fact that St. John's brethren hold the testimo¬ 
ny of Jesus demonstrates that they are members of the council. They are like the prophets, who used to be 
admitted into the heavenly council - indwelt by the Spirit - to bring God s message to the people of God on 
earth. With perfect justice, therefore, does Jacques Bossuet remark, 'The angel rejects the worship in order to 
place the apostolic and prophetic ministry on the same footing as that of the angels. The dissuasion is not based 
on the consideration that the worship trenches on God's glory, but on the consideration that it trenches on John's 
honor."' 


John doesn't see his own honor as an apostle and prophet of Christ in the New Covenant. The angel reminds 

him that they are both servants of Christ, which brings John up to the angel's level because of the- 

mission of the Christian. Now, apostles, prophets and Angels are all at the same level because Christians par¬ 
ticipate in the heavenly council and are_. 

[Chilton] "But what is it about the angel’s proclamation that induced St. John to bow at his feet in the first place? 
[quoting Farrar} 'It is the Eucharistic reference which it contains. The primitive Church consecrated the 
Eucharist by the great thanksgiving prayer which names the rite. The exaltation of victory has passed in the 
Eucharistic prayer in Chapter 19:1-8. But it is the angel's beatitude which first makes explicit the allusion to 
that blessed feast eaten in the kingdom of God and anticipated in the Church." _ 
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Revelation 19:11 Then I saw heaven open, and behold a white horse. He who sat upon it is called "faithful 
and true". Then in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like aflame of fire, and on his head 
are many diadems. And he has a name inscribed which no one knows but himself. He is clad in a robe dipped 
in blood. And the name by which he is called is "The Word of God." And the armies of heaven are arrayed in 
fine linen, white and pure. They followed him on white horses and from his mouth issued a sharp sword with 
which to smite the nations and he will rule them with a rod of iron for he is the Son of David. He will tread the 
wine press of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name inscribed, 
"King of kings and Lord of lords." Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and with a loud voice he called 
to all the birds that fly in mid-heaven, "Come. Gather for the great supper of God. Eat the flesh of kings, the 
Jlesli of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free 
and slave, both small and great. 


The rider on the white horse with the name "faithful and true" is an image of_. The 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb consists of the flesh and blood of the Son of Man, who has assumed our 

-. And, if we abide in Him and He abides in us, through Communion on His Flesh and Blood 

(John 6:52), then our food consists of the Eucharist. In a sort of negative sacrament. Professor Hahn says, "...just 
as Jesus partook of human nature, born as a Jew, so likewise, human flesh and Jewish blood becomes the stuff 
of the supper that these birds of prey enjoy. They eat the carrion of Jerusalem, just as we read in Matthew 24:28 
Wherever the carcass is, there the vultures [another literal translation of 'eagles'] will be gathered together " 


Verse 19 - And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered to make war against him 
who sits upon the horse and against his army, and the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in 
its presence had worked the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those 
who worshipped its image. These too were thrown live into the lake of fire and burned with sulfur. And the rest 
were slain by the word of him who sits upon the horse, the sword that issues from his mouth, and all the birds 
were gorged with their flesh. 


Many non-Catholic believers can be deceived by false vet persuasive teaching about Revelation. 

1. Max King, The Spirit of Prophecy, argues that each and every passage predicting the end of the 

world is fulfilled exhaustively in_AD. 

2. James Stewart Russell, The Parousia, argues that every single prophecy concerning the end of the 

world can be properly interpreted as applying to_AD. 

Summary of Their Thesis 

The Old Testament speaks of many "ages" and at the end of it the "end of ages." The "new age", "the age to 
come", is ushered in by Jesus. This has led these other scholars to say: "The ages" and the "end of the ages" cor¬ 
respond to 70 AD, and the "new age", "the age to come" is the last age, that is, there are no "ages" within the 
"new age." This is IT. 


Ephesians 2:6 He has made us to sit with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that, in the coming 
ages, he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace and kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 


In speaking about resurrection, Paul says we are raised up with_. And Paul speaks of "coming ages", 

indicating that 70 AD (a) does / (b) does not exhaust the meaning of Revelation. 

This is the biblical support for multiple fulfillments of the Book of Revelation. However, 70 AD, the destruc¬ 
tion of the Temple, the priesthood and the sacrifices all prefigure and foreshadow the end of the macro temple 
which we call the (a) Church / (bl Cosmos (universe - ) . 
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Revelation 20:1 ff. Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven holding in his hand the key of the bottom¬ 
less pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years and threw him into the pit. And shut it, and sealed it over him that he should deceive 
the nations no more until the thousand years were over. After that he must be loosed for a little while. Then I 
saw thrones and seated on them were those to whom judgment was committed. Also I saw souls of those who 
had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the Word of God, and who had not worshipped the beast 
or its image, and who had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned 
with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. 
This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who shares in the first resurrection. Over such the second 
death has no power. But they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and they shall reign with Him a thousand 
years. And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be loosed from his prison and will come out to 
deceive the nations which are at the four comers of the earth, that is Gog and Magog, to gather them for bat¬ 
tle. Their number is like the sand of the sea. They marched up over the broad earth and surrounded the camp 
of the saints and the beloved city. But fire came down from heaven and consumed them. And the devil, who 
had deceived them, was thrown into the lake offire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were. And 
they were tormented day and night forever and ever. __ 


Baekeround on the Topic of the Millennium 

The Millennium Debate is largely a (a) Catholic / (b) Protestant controversy. It is, however, a huge controversy 
with the till Catholics / (hi Protestants . Few issues divide them so sharply. The Millennium refers to the thou¬ 
sand year reign of Christ mentioned in Revelation 20. The significant question is: When is the Millennium? The 
3 theological positions are: 

•♦•Before Christ's Second Coming: Pre-Millennialism - Christ will come again, the second time before 
the 

1000-year reign. His coming will actually begin the Millennium. 

•♦•After Christ's Second Coming: Post-Millennialism 

o Pre-Millennialists: Christ will come the second time after the 1000-year reign. The Church Age 
(in general) is this Millennial period of Christ's reign, 
o Post-Millennialists: At the end of this Church Age (now 2000 years old, may last thousands of 
years longer) there will be a 1000-year period when "Satan is bound" and "the nations not 
deceived" and the Gospel triumphs 
♦A-Millcnnialists - There is NO Millennium. 

Post-Millennialists are divided into two groups: those who believe symbolically, and those who believe literal¬ 
ly, in the 1000 years. But in both cases, Post-Millennialists believe that Christ will come after the Millennium. 

«i» Post Millennialists are (a) Optimists / (b) Pessimists . 

* Pre Millennialists are 00 Optimists / (b) Pessimists . They generally hold that things will get worse and 
worse until Christ comes again, and then things will get better and better. And then the Millennium will arrive. 

* A-Millennialists believe that there is no literal Millennium. Either the millennium spoken of in Revelation 
20 corresponds to the glorious reign of the saints in (a) heaven / (b) earth, or it's a symbol describing the £a) 
moral / (hi spiritual authority enjoyed by the saints in the Church on (a) heaven / (b) earth. And some say it is 
both: the heavenly glory of the resurrected as well as the authority enjoyed now as believers on earth because 
we bind evil in the name of Jesus. 

* Most new converts to the Catholic Faith are (a) Pre / (b) Post Millennialists because most radio preachers 
and evangelists are (af pre / (b) post millennial. In this same 'camp,' though, are different options. 
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Some Divisions of the Millennialist Theories 

A. Hal Lindsey, The Late Great Planet Earth, best-seller on the millennium, presents the (a) Pre-Trib-Pre-Mil / 
£b.LPost-Trib Pre-Mil position. There will be a tribulation of 7 years that will happen before Jesus' Second 
Coming. This Tribulation will be an awful time for those on earth for 7 years. At the end of it, Christ will come 
and establish a Millennium in Jerusalem, rebuilding the Temple and reestablishing the priests and the sacrifices. 
He argues that the Christians will be raptured up to heaven before the Tribulation, which comes before the 
Millennium. 

B. Mid-Trib-Pre-Mil position. After 3 Zi years of suffering, believers then will be raptured up into the clouds, 
then their persecutors will go through the remaining 3 Zi years of tribulation and torment. In the Revelation 
motif, believers go through a short season of suffering and the persecutors go through a short season of suffer¬ 
ing. 

C. Post-Trib-Pre-Mil position. They argue that Christians will go through the entire Tribulation, and only then 
they will be raptured up into the clouds and then Christ will establish a thousand year kingdom. This is the (a) 
minority / (b) majority opinion of the Pre-Millennialists in Church history. There were many early Church 
Fathers holding a kind of literal view that was "Post-Trib" - i.e. Christians will endure a tribulation and then 
Christ will establish a millennium. But the early Fathers did NOT hold the heresy that many Pre-Mil's hold today 
- that the Millennium will be a 1000 year (a) Catholic Church / (b) Jewish Kingdom -State. It is a sort of Zionism 
by Christians, and it explains large money grants and great political support of the Israelis and the state of Israel, 
even to the point of injustice toward Palestine. 

D. A-Mil position. Their argument is that verses from Revelation 20 should be interpreted (a) literally / (b) spir¬ 
itually- They are convinced that the Millennium corresponds to the glorious reign of the saints in heaven and 
also the spiritual authority enjoyed by Christians on earth in the New Covenant Age. 

E. Post-Mil position. David Chilton, Days of Vengeance , and others see a militant, triumphant Millennium in 
which the Gospel will triumph and the church will emerge victorious in the New Covenant (New Testament) 
Age. (a) after / (h) prior to Christ's second coming, and that the Millennium (a) is / (b) is not the present age, 
when the Gospel is going out farther, spreading to cover the earth. 

Post-Millennialism and Catholic Faith seem to fit closely because of its (a) historical / (b) optimistic outlook. 
Even though there are some difficult times now, the church has grown from 12 Apostles who ran away from the 
Cross into a world-wide, age-old institution, filled with glorious history and great, holy saints, great apostles on 
earth living saintly lives. The Post-Mil viewpoint, however, includes those who believe that (a) only part / (h) 
ah the tribulation has passed, and the Book of Revelation has been fulfilled (a) only partially / (b) exhaustively . 
The Apostles' Creed tells the Christian: "I believe that He will come again to judge the living and the dead." 
There will be a second coming. Any other time reference is not given. 

Understa nding Jewish Theology of the Temple and the Jerusalem Temple 

-♦■John D. Levinson, Sinai and Zion, explains that ancient Jews understood the Temple as miniature 
cosmos, a micro-cosmos: what happens to the Temple will eventually happen to the universe. 

♦R.J . Me Kelvey, The New Temple: the Church in the New Testament, has some of the same 
information about the Temple and Judaism. 

-♦Father Yves Congar (theologian from Vatican II), The Mystery of the Temple, writes that ancient Jews 
saw the Temple as a microcosm, the world in miniature. 

This principle understands that a fulfillment in 70 AD does not preclude fulfillment of Revelation at the end of 
time. Instead, it establishes the expectation: What happens to the microcosm, the Temple, can be expected to 
happen to the universe, the macro Temple. The event becomes la) history / (b) prophecy . Protestant theologi¬ 
cal background books: 

♦Robert Klaus, ed. The Meaning of the Millennium: Four Views: Pre-Mil-Pre-Trib, Pre-Mil-Post-Trib, 
A-Mil, Post-Mil, Four authors present and interact with each other. 

♦Arthur Lewis, The Dark Side of the Millennium: The Problem of Evil in Revelation 20 
♦J •W. Neeley, After the Thousand Years: Resurrection and Judgment in Revelation 20 
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Professor Hahn's Working Hypothesis on the Millennium from Revelation 20 
The Millennium corresponds to the 1000 years fa) before / (b) after the earthly coming of Christ. This one thou¬ 
sand years was the period when the earthly Jerusalem served as a prototype of the New Jerusalem. David con¬ 
quered Jerusalem in 1003 BC (1000 years before Christ was bom). David's Kingdom was a prefiguring of the 
New Covenant Kingdom to come. For a Millennium. God identified Himself with a Kingdom, an earthly city 
(Jerusalem) and a Temple. The Millennium, in the Apocalypse , corresponds to a symbol of the Old Testament 
period. 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Nine 

1. Worship with God means intimacy, and Old Testament prophets spoke of idolatry as harlotry because of the 
intimacy of the covenant between God and Israel. However, the marital covenant between man and woman 
speaks of "the two becoming one.” How does the covenant between man and woman symbolize the covenant 
between God and His people? 


2. Why did the warning in Revelation about political power in the Church apply to Judaism? Could it apply to 
today's Roman Catholic Church? If so, in what ways? 


3. The political and military power that once belonged to the Catholic Church has been reduced to a single city: 
Vatican City. However, it retains its dominion over the kings of the earth. How ? 
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4. Are the past and current crises of the Church in the world a "cleansing" of the Temple or a "return of the 
unclean spirit?" Why do you think so? 


5. 2 Corinthians 3: 6 describing New Covenant in contrast to the Old: The written code kills, but the Spirit gives 
life, so the New Covenant is life-giving. If this is so, why does the Church still teach the Ten Commandments 
and continue to have Church Law? 


6. According to Professor Hahn's interpretation of Revelation, the Old Covenant ended completely with the 
destruction of Jerusalem by fire, and this destruction is a prefiguring of the end of history and the recreation of 
the entire universe. Why must the entire universe receive the same fate as Old Jerusalem and its Temple? 


7. "Sometimes it seems as though our world has returned to Old Testament conceptions of God dwelling in nature 
or in an earthly temple." Explain this statement with examples from current events. What is the difference 
between these examples and the Catholic belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist? 


8. Explain what the following statement by Professor Hahn on deliverance means to you: "If the Church in our 
age is going to succeed, if it is to march from victory to victory as the early Fathers and martyrs experienced, we 
must recover this triumphant perspective. Deliverance comes either by conversion or by destruction." 


9. Passover celebration, the Last Supper and Calvary, and the Catholic Mass have many commonalities. List 
them and discuss how they relate to each other. 
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10. In between the third cup of wine at the Last Supper and the fourth cup on Calvary, Jesus sang a hymn, the 
Hallel Psalm, which is a song of praise of God. Jesus sets us an example for our lives in which celebration is 
mixed with suffering. Explain how this applies to the lives of people you know. Why is praise so important 
before and during suffering? 


11. The angel, now on an equal level with St. John and the rest of the Christian community, refuses to allow John 
to bow down to him. How does this explain the hatred of Christ that Satan and many others have of Catholic 
Christians? How might Christians act differently if they truly understood this honor? 


12. Like Post Millennialists (Optimists) and Pre Millennialists (Pessimists), Catholics can be either optimists or 
pessimists regarding the themes in Revelation. Explain both pessimism and optimism in relation to these 
themes: (a) patient endurance, (b) death as witness to Christ, (c) destruction of false religion, (d) the Second 
Coming. 


13. Identify the heresy and the dangers associated with the Rapture theory of Revelation. How does Jesus life, 
suffering, death and resurrection intuitively refute this theory? 
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Tape ten - A New View of the Millennium 
(Chapter 20) 

Two Great Earl y Church Fathers: St. Athanasius and St. Ircnaeus 

St. Athanasius, On the Incarnation "When did prophet and vision cease from Israel? Was it not when Christ 
came, the Holy One of holies? It is a sign and notable proof of the coming of the Word that Jerusalem no longer 
stands. Neither is prophet raised up, nor vision revealed among them. And it is natural that it should be so. For 
when He that was signified had come, what need was they any longer of any to signify Him? And when the 
Truth had come, what further need was there of the shadow? On His account only they prophesied continual¬ 
ly until such time as essential righteousness had come, Who was made the ransom for the sins of all. For the 
same reason Jerusalem stood until the same time in order that there men might premeditate the types before the 
truth was known. So, of course, once the Holy One of holies had come, both vision and prophecy were sealed. 
And the kingdom of Jerusalem ceased at the same time. Because kings were to be anointed among them only 
until the Holy of Holies had been anointed. Moses also prophesies that the kingdom of the Jews shall stand 
until His time saying, (Genesis 49:10) A ruler shall not fail front Judah, nor a prince from his loins, until the 
things laid up for him shall come, and the expectation of the nations themselves. And that is why the Savior 
Himself was always proclaiming the Law and the Prophets prophesied until John (Matthew 11:13). So if there 
is still king, or prophet, or vision among the Jews, they do well to deny that Christ has come. But if there is 
neither king nor vision, and since that time all prophecy has been sealed, and city and Temple taken, how can 
they be so irreligious? How can they so flaunt the facts, as to deny Christ Who has brought it all about? ... 
The plain fact is, as I say, that there is no longer any king or prophet, nor Jerusalem, nor sacrifice, nor vision 
among them. Yet the whole earth is filled with the knowledge of God. And the Gentiles, forsaking atheism, 
are now taking refuge with the God of Abraham through the Word, Our Lord Jesus Christ." 


St. Irenaeus, Against the Heresies "Further also, concerning Jerusalem and the Lord, they venture to assert that 
if it had been the city of the Great King, it would not have been deserted. ... [why is it destroyed then?] Since 
then, the Law originated with Moses, it terminated with John the Baptist, as a necessary consequence. And 
therefore, Jerusalem, taking its commencement or beginning from David, and fulfilling its own times, must 
have an end of legislation when the New Covenant was revealed. For God does all things by measure and in 
order. Nothing is unmeasured with Him because nothing is out of order." 

So the end of Jerusalem comes at the_of the Old Covenant when everything is fulfilled and the 

New Covenant is revealed. 


The Book of Revelation has lots of details from the vision of John: however, it primarily presents a historical 
prophecy of the significance of the transition from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant. The primary appli¬ 
cation of these prophecies is in the_Century, when history shifts from the Old Covenant to the New 

Covenant. These prophecies point forward to a time in history when the Old Covenant order ceases in reference 
to all Creation, when the old heavens and the old earth pass away, and new heavens and new earth issue forth. 
The book describes the destruction of Jerusalem, passing from the Old to the New. Scholars use the term 
---to describe John's writing about the same reality in many different ways. 
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William Hendriksen (respected Protestant author). More than Conquerors , An Interpretation on the Book oj 
Revelation, argues that Revelation can be neatly divided into seven sections, which are arranged in ascending 
climactic order. As people experience the coming of the New Covenant, and have to abandon the Old Covenant, 
there is a struggle. 

Seven Levels: 

1st - Chapters 1-3: The struggle takes place first on earth in the seven letters to the seven churches, where 
_is enthroned among the seven lampstands. 

2nd - Chapters 4-7: The same struggle occurs at a higher perspective, with a view of the heavenly (a) battle/ 
(bt liturgy where saints and angels gather around the throne of (a) God / ( b) the Lamb to worship, their worship 
bringing about the breaking open of the seven seals. With the seven seals come judgments causing the New 
Covenant Kingdom of Christ to come forth. 

3rd - Chapters 8-11: In the seven trumpets, a more angelic or heavenly perspective is presented. The Church 
is avenged and protected, and becomes (a) martyre d / (b) victorious. 

4th - Hinge or center point. Chapter 12-14: In the second half actions speed up, judgments become more vivid. 
The movement is away from (at covenant / (b) liturgical symbolism; the judgments are poured out on Satan, 
the harlot, and the beast. Christ struggles with the dragon and the beast. 

5th - Chapters 15-16: Seven bowls or cups of_are poured out. 

6th - Chapters 17-19: Judgment on the harlot city, Babylon, burning and destruction. 

7th - Chapters 20-22: The consummation, the highest perspective over the drama, sees everything from the van¬ 
tage point of the throne of (a) God / (b) the Lamb in highest heaven. 

Great repetition in description is presented in gradual transcendence of perspective. The drama of 
redemptive history is seen at a higher and higher level of revelation or vision or apocalypse (uncovering) - the 
passing of the Old and the establishment of the New from the perspective of Christ Himself. Hendrickson 
argues convincingly that chapter 20 initiates the final, the seventh section of Revelation. And, he argues, this 
is a recapitulation. _ 


Eugenio Corsini (Catholic scholar). The Apocalypse, the Perennial Revelation of Jesus Christ , p. 357: "Chapter 
20, like many others which we have seen, is a repetition, a summary of events already described, so the author 
can further deepen his reflections on the profound significance of these events." [He argues that the battle of 
Gog and Magog at the end of chapter 20 is a repetition of the Battle of (a) Abimelek / (b) Armageddon, in chap¬ 
ter 16. It's the same event viewed at a higher perspective. On page 360 ff., he uses Ezekiel to explain that what 
is found in Rev 16-22 uses material drawn from Ezekiel in a way that any Jewish reader in the first century 
would have recognized easily. Revelation 20, he argues, does not point to some distant future date, instead it 
predicts and then recapitulates the vision of those events in the first century.] In Revelation 20, then, we find 
a summary of the history of salvation, all the way up until the coming of Christ... As we shall see then, the 
thousand years' reign is the allegorical representation of the salvation obtained by some just ones within the con¬ 
text of the old economy." [Corsini is the only scholar who offers this insight. As a scholar in Turin, Italy, he 
has access to the most ancient Patristic manuscripts on the Apocalypse. His many years of study also account 
for a great deal. He is the only scholar also who proclaims decisively that the thousand year reign in Revelation 
20 should not be seen as something that comes after the second coming of Christ. It is, rather, something that 
pertains to what some righteous Old Testament saints obtained during the old economy.] It is on account ol 
the thousand years' reign, i.e., on account of those just ones, who despite Satan are saved, that Satan is chained 
and rendered impotent." __ 


Corsini’s perspective: The thousand years' reign refers to the old economy, and it is an allegory on the salvation 
obtained through it. 
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Revelation 20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven holding in his hand the key to the bottomless 
pit, and a great chain. 


This same angel is presented as (a) ascending / (b) descending in chapter 12:7-9, when war arises in heaven, and 
Michael and his angels fight against the dragon and his angels. But he was defeated, and there was no longer 
any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down. 

Image of the key 

Revelation 1:18 When / saw Him, / fell at his feet as though dead, but he laid his right hand upon me, saying, 
hear not, l am the First and the Last and the Living One. I died and behold, / am alive forevermore, and I 
have the keys of death and Hades." 


Revelation 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write "The words of the Holy One, the true one, 
who has the key of David, who opens and no one shall shut, who shuts and no one opens." [a quotation from 
Isaiah 22:22] 


The key of David is a symbol of the __ kingdom, established by covenant with God in 

-BC. The 1000-year BC kingdom sets the scene for Revelation 20. The 1000-year history of 

covenant with-holds "the key" to Revelation's reference to a Millennial term of reign. The 

keys of Rev 20:1, Rev 1:18, and Rev 3:7 are all the same symbol of the Davidic dynasty which was established 
1000 years before the coming of Christ. 

Corsini points out that an angel is the one holding the key, which points to the Old Covenant. It is in the Old 
Covenant that angels conquer evil and Satan. In the New Covenant, a decisive shift occurs, Corsini argues. The 
people of God are empowered to struggle against and be victorious over evil and Satan. And so it is Christ, hav¬ 
ing assumed humanity, and all of His people who are human also, who enter the conquest and victory in the New 
Covenant. At the beginning of Revelation 20: however, an angel holds the key of David and exercises domin¬ 
ion over Satan. 

The_abusis, the bottomless pit 

No really clear definition of this pit is given where it is mentioned in Revelation 20:1, in 9:1 -2, and in Rev 11:7. 
The hypothesis of Jerusalem, the holy city and the seat of David's Kingdom, being the beginning and the end of 
the 1000-year reign, the Millennium, more easily explains the pit. The symbol of the Davidic Covenant between 

God and Israel was the_in Jerusalem, which stood upon a particular Rock (in the Dome of the Rock 

building today). The location is considered a sacred place by Arabs, Jews and Christians. The Rock is said to 
be the Evansheteya, 'the foundation stone.' To the Jews, it is from this rock that the whole earth was created. 

Legends of Jerusalem, the Sacred Land, Vol. I by Zev Vilnay, Jewish Publication Society of America, 1973, con¬ 
tains an explanation of the Abyss, the Stone, and the Dome of the Rock. [p. 78] "The Ancients believed that a 
great Abyss lay deep beneath the foundation stone. And that the bases of the Temple on Mount Moriah (2 
Chronicles 3:1) [the same place that Abraham sacrificed fa) Isaac / (b) Ishmael was the place that Solomon was 
later to build the (a) Holy Place / (b) Holy of Holies l. were laid in the depths of the earth above the Great Abyss. 
The idea of the building of the Temple was, according to legend, one of the seven things that were contemplat¬ 
ed before the creation of the world, [i.e. this was something that God had in mind before He created.] When 
King David began to dig the (a) altar / (b) foundation of the Temple, the waters of the Abyss burst forth and has¬ 
tened to cover the whole world...." The book then describes how David took action to prevent that. 
'Immediately the Abyss receded; and when David saw this, he said 'The closer the Abyss is to the earth, the more 
the earth drinks of its waters and is blessed thereof.'" David sang the 15 Psalms of Ascent, traditionally thought 


128 






to correspond to the 15 steps that lead from the area where the women were to the area where the men wor¬ 
shipped in the Temple, each stair signifying one of the Psalms of Ascent. After David sang these psalms, .. .the 
Abyss rose 15,000 cubits, and there it remained 10.000 cubits beneath the surface of the earth." Thus, it became 
an endless source of (a) water / (b) protection for Jerusalem and all the world. 

A similar legend from the book: "When King David came to dig the foundations of the Temple around the foun¬ 
dation stone, he dug to the abyss, a depth of 1500 cubits. At length he found a projecting stone he wished to 
remove, but the stone said to him This thou canst not do.' David asked 'Why not?' and it answered 'because I 
cover the mouth of the abyss.' But David would not hearken and wished to remove the stone and as he tried the 
waters of the abyss rose in great torrents which appeared to be about to flood the world." This flood refers to a 
repeat of the Great Flood of_'s time. 

Rabbi Lillenfeld went to Holy Land in 1847 and wrote his impressions of Jerusalem: "At the site of the Holy 
Temple, at which a mosque has been erected ...in one of the mosques' hall there is, according to general belief, 
the foundation stone which is not fastened but is suspended above the floor. The Turks [Muslims] hold that when 
the stone falls, it will be the sign that the Messiah comes. Therefore they have built it a base and a support, and 
thus do the Turks hope to prevent the advent of the Messiah of Israel." 

These legends go back to the time of Christ and before that into antiquity. They lit with a larger picture of 
Jerusalem as a symbolic place. 

p. 129 "The Temple is built in the heights of the firmament, in heavenly Jerusalem.... [He describes how there 
is a heavenly Jerusalem that corresponds to a earthly Jerusalem, and whatever the High Priest does in the 

Jerusalem Temple on earth__ the Archangel is performing the same corresponding ritual in the 

heavenly Temple. "And God created a Temple on earth and correspondingly He created a Temple in heaven, 
each facing the other. And the time when the Temple stood, while the High Priest sacrificed and burned incense 

below, the Archangel_sacrificed and burned incense above." This belief of the Jews explains the 

connection between the Archangel and the two symbols of Jerusalem, the abyss and the-of David. 

p. 156-7 " In the upper Jerusalem is also a Temple, and when the High Priest of Israel entered the Temple on 

Mount (a) Moriah / (h) Tabor , and offered sacrifices and incense, the archangel-entered the 

heavenly Temple and offered sacrifices and incense." 

The Idea of the Western Semites Concerning the Navel of the Earth , a book about the belief that Jerusalem is the 
center of the earth. Ezekiel 38:12 calls Jerusalem the center of the earth , but the Hebrew word for center is lit¬ 
erally 'the_.' The earth was the cosmic body and Jerusalem was the-of that body, 

where heaven feeds the earth like the umbilical cord feeds the embryo, where earth and heaven intersect. The 
idea is already expressed in the well-known passage of Ezekiel 5:5 So speaketli the Lord Yahweh, "Hus is 
Jerusalem; / have set it in the middle of the nations, and round about it are the countries." It is also found in 
Book of Jubilees 8:19. Muslim and Syriac Christians also believe this view. 

"The Temple_is not only the center of the earth, it is in communication with the upper and 

the lower or netherworld." Jerusalem is the intersection where heaven funnels its grace and life and power down 
to_. Jerusalem is also the intersection of another world, the- 

The foundation stone was the place of fa) praver / (b) sacrifice to commune with God in heaven. The stone was 
immediately over the abyss or shaft, the main entry way leading into Sheol, Hades, the netherworld, where Old 
Testament tn) kings / (b) saints would go. "The communication between the sanctuary and heaven is a fact so 
well known that it will not be necessary to give a large collection of literary evidence... The connection between 
Jerusalem and the Tehome, i.e. the abyss, is in the first place, expressed in a number of traditions which repre- 
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sent the Holy Rock as the stone which is connected with the Tehome, the deep. Other traditions link the altar 
with the deep, the Tehome, the abyss, by means of the channels which conducted the blood of the sacrifices and 
the water to a subterranean cave." The stone, where the blood of the sacrifices is poured, stands over the abyss, 
the sacrificial blood actually flowing underneath the stone, down the shaft, and to cover the souls of the depart¬ 
ed until the Blood of the Lamb can cover them and bring about real Redemption. 

Chilton: "The dragon is in the spring of water that flows in the abyss, the stone of the serpent is placed on top 
of the abyss to keep the serpent underneath, locked, imprisoned in this abyss...." This can be seen as a repre¬ 
sentation of God's divine plan for governing the (a) Jews / (b) world , though it is mythology or symbolism. 

C. S. Lewis says that myth can be properly introduced into Christian theology because what was unhistorical 
mythology, in all the pagan religions of antiquity, become historicized in Christianity. Christ historicizes mythol¬ 
ogy. In a sense, the ancients believed in myth because history was too bleak to hold (a) faith / (h) hope . It was 
necessary to create non-historic lore, mythical symbols in order to preserve (a) faith / fh) hope . The myths point 
to Jesus’ redemptive work, but Redemption exceeds what is contained in the myths. John conveys the meaning 
of Jesus' triumph in mythical terms, using mythical symbols which are actual earthly objects as symbols of some¬ 
thing tar greater which Christ is Himself - the true Temple, which He would build upon the Rock, who is (at 

C hrist Himselt / (b) Peter His disciple . He gave to_the keys of the kingdom of heaven so the 

gates of Hades would not prevail. The keys unlock the gates of Hades which Peter can plunder, Satan's king¬ 
dom. Peter can now release fa) the [faithful 1 souls ! (b) the demons in Sheol (Hebrew), Hades (Greek), 
Purgatorio (Latin), on the basis of the authority of Christ - given to His Church through Peter and his successors. 

Thomas Fawcett, Hebrew Myth and Christian Gospel, p. 195: "He was entombed in the very place where the 
entry point of the great abyss was located in Jewish myth. The Hebrews spoke of the Hood waters of death 
immediately below the mountain of Jerusalem. The city of Yahweh stood directly above (Jerusalem), and so, [it 
was] victorious over the realm of death and destruction. Consequently, the psalmist contrasted the rock of Zion 
with the pit of death. And the author of first Enoch located the abyss at the center of the earth. Rabbinic liter¬ 
ature developed the idea and made it most explicit: the rock of Jerusalem was said to stand exactly over the 

Tehome, the temple mountain, closing its mouth and holding down the subterranean waters of the flood. As 

one who was buried within the rock of Jerusalem, Jesus had passed through the portal leading to the great abyss. 
Here more than anywhere else, then, for the Jew, was to be found the entrance into Hades." 

In the early Church, a popular book, but not considered canonical, was the Gospel of (a) Joseph of Arimathea 
/(b).Nicodemus. It includes a description of Jesus' descent into Hades, not hell, but the abode of the dead. There 

is a quarrel described between Satan and the prince of hell, when they hear that Jesus is coming down. 

Perhaps it is the saint who took away from me Lazarus, after he had been four days dead and did both stink 
and was rotten, and of whom I had possession as a dead person, but he brought him to life again by his power." 
Satan answered to the prince of hell: "It is the very same person, Jesus of Nazareth'. Which when the prince of 
hell heard, he said to him, "I adjure thee, by the powers which belong to thee and me, that thou bring him not to 
me." 


In Chapter 19, Christ greets (a) Adam / (b) Elijah and takes him by the hand and delivers him and all the other 
faithful saints who repented of sin in the Old Testament to Michael the Archangel and leads them to Paradise. 
The two very ancient men mentioned in the legend are (a) Adam and Elijah / (b) Elijah and Enoch . 

The Holy Spirit invests the legends with (a) redemptive / (b) sacramental meaning. The Spirit uses these sym¬ 
bols to convey some of the truth of what the New Covenant has begun. Old Covenant meaning was locked up 
in these earthly symbols: the rock, the abyss, the keys, the chain, and other things. The same symbols (a) are / 
(b) are not relevant for the New Covenant meaning. 
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Rabbinic Legends from the New Testament.... 

1 Corinthians 10:4 Paul describes a rock which followed Israel around in the wilderness. And he says 
that the rock supplied water (Numbers 20:11). Then he says that the rock which followed them was Christ. In 
Numbers, the rock is found which provided water. But the legend of the rock following Israel is only found in 
rabbinic writings in The Legends of the Jews. 

2 Timothy 3:8 Paul describes the false teachers who stand against Timothy. As Jaimes and Jambres 
opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth. Jannes and Jambres are (a) magicians / (b) priest s of 
Pharaoh who opposed Moses in Egypt; however. Exodus does not name them. Yet, throughout rabbinic writings 
on Exodus, these names are introduced as la) something argume n tative / (b) common knowledge . 

If legends circulated down through the ages in oral tradition were well known enough for Paul to know them, 
for Paul to assume that Timothy knows them, for Paul to assume that everybody reading 2 Timothy 3 would 
understand what he is talking about, then how much more legends surrounding Jerusalem, the Temple, the Holy 
of Holies, the foundation stone, and the abyss? These symbols and myths illuminate the meaning of Revelation. 


The Dome of the Rock "Just a few feet away from this Dome of the Rock, there is a smaller dome as well. It's 
the Dome of the Chain. At dawn, attendants arrived to purify themselves in special baths. In the Dome of the 
Chain, they changed the garments of rare cloth woven in distant [countries]..." 

Dome of the Chain 

"East of the Dome of the Rock is a small domed building which is known as the Dome of the Chain.to com¬ 
memorate the chain which once hung there which was used by King David [and later by Solomon] to test the 
honesty of the people who stood before him for judgment. In ancient times when Israel dwelled in this land, a 
great chain was suspended from this dome. Litigants who were witnesses about to take an oath took hold of the 
chain. If any man lied, a link would fall from the chain, so the falsehood stood revealed." 

Revelation 20: 1 ff. Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding a great chain. And he seized the 1 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him 
into the pit, and shut it, and sealed it over him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
years were ended. After that he must be loosed for a little while. __ 


Binding and loosing and oath swearing describe the same act. To "adjure someome to do something is to bind 

someone by oath. The_was the symbol of the oath, because it was held when one swore an 

oath in court. In Revelation 20, it is used to bind Satan. Catholics think of Satan being bound only in instances 
of exorcism. "Exorcism" comes from the Greek words meaning "out of (ex) and oath (horcia). To exorcise is 

t0 "__ Satan out." Oath-swearing binds Satan in exorcisms, and Satan is being bound by 

(a) the angel / lb) the chain in Revelation 20. 

God's Pumose for Old Jerusalem for 1000 years 

Revelation 20 describes the prototype of the New Covenant in Old Jerusalem in 1000 BC. Old Jerusalem served 
as model of the New Jerusalem, a provisional kingdom located in Jerusalem, the Temple, the Davidic Kingdom. 
For 1000 years, the key and chain of David, the altar stone in the Holy of Holies, in the Temple of the Son of 
David, served as a lid stopping up the abyss so that Satan was trapped and could not come out to deceive the 
nations. 


Binding Satan 

Jesus is accused of casting out Satan by using Satan’s own power by the Pharisees. 
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Matthew 12:22 Knowing their thoughts, he said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, 
and no city or house divided against itself will stand; and if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against him¬ 
self; how then will his kingdom stand? And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them 
out? Therefore they shall be your judges. [28] But if it is by the Spirit of God that 1 cast out demons, then the 
kingdom of God has come upon you. Or how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless 

he first binds the strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house . [43] When the unclean spirit has 

gone out of a man, he passes through waterless places seeking rest, but he finds none. Then he says, "I will 
return to my house from which l came," referring to his body. And when he comes, he finds it empty and he 
brings in 7 more demons, worse than him, and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. So shall 
it be also with this evil generation. 


Jesus says that it is (a) evil / (b) foolish for them to accuse him of casting the devil out by the devil's own power. 
Jesus describes this as a kingdom, a city or house, which points to (a) Herod / (b) Jerusalem . The evil genera¬ 
tion of Pharisees is likened to this man or house, with seven demons. [28] Jesus has come to Jerusalem, which 
has become the stronghold of (a) Herod / (b) Satan . He is coming to cleanse it. But the Pharisees do not coop¬ 
erate with His grace. So Satan returns at the end of that generation, bringing in seven demons to make this house 

far worse. Jesus describes exorcism as___the strong man and plundering his 

(a) house / (b) wealth . However, we (a) should / (b) should not expect a millennium of total peace and right¬ 
eousness. Satan is bound in Matthew 12, while Jesus plunders his house, and yet evil Pharisees can still abound, 
and become even more evil. 

For 1000 years, Solomon and others had incredible power over Satan and evil. Many Jewish and non-Jewish 
sources describe Solomon's reputation among Gentiles as well known for (a) holiness /(hi exorcism . Solomon 
was supposedly the greatest exorcist in world history, according to the Jewish and Gentile sources. 

David s Kingdom establishes the Son of David with a Temple built by Solomon, signifying the place where God 
gave humans power over the evil one. God’s purpose was to educate all the nations in the ways of God. Through 
the wisdom of Solomon, and the exorcism of the keys of David, the Temple was to be a place of pilgrimage for 
the nations to learn wisdom. Solomon is a type of (a) David / (b) Christ . Jerusalem on earth is a symbol of the 
kingdom Christ establishes. 


2 Samuel 7: 11 ...Moreover the Lord declared to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are 
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from 
your body, and I will establish his kingdom... [13 ] He shall build a house for my name, and l will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. [ 16] And your house and your king¬ 
dom shall be made sure for ever before me; your throne shall be established forever. And King David went in 
and sat before the Lord and said, "Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought me so 
far? And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God, for you have spoken also of your servant's house 
for a great while to come, and you have shown me the law (the Torah) for mankind (Adam). 


David understands that the Mosaic covenant gave the Torah to Israel. But God's covenant with David, through 
his son, kingdom and Temple, will establish a Torah for Adam, a law for mankind. Moses' law shed light on 
(a) Israel / (b) Egypt to know God's ways. David's covenant will shed light upon all the nations. Isaiah 2 prom¬ 
ises this also. 
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Isaiah 2:1-4 The word which Isaiah the son of Amos saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. It shall come to 
pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the moun¬ 
tains, and shall be raised above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and 
say: "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us 
his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples; and they shall beat 
their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 


In Solomon's day, the nations went up to Solomon, whose name means la) wisdom / (b) peace , from the Hebrew 
shalom. But Jerusalem became corrupt; David's dynasty became wicked. The scale model of the New Covenant 
will be destroyed. Isaiah 65-66 prophesies God will destroy and rebuild the city of Jerusalem. 

Isaiah 65:18 Be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create, for behold I create Jerusalem a rejoicing... 


Isaiah 66 describes the new Jerusalem, which is the New Covenant and the (a) Church / (b) Papacy, which is the 
heavenly Jerusalem. 

Isaiah 66:20 And they shall bring all your brethren from all the nations as an offering to the Lord...to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord... [22] for as the new heavens and the new earth which I will make shall 
remain before me, says the Lord, so shall your descendants and your name remain. _ 


All the nations shall come to Jerusalem to learn of God, Who makes new heavens and new earth. The plan for 
Jerusalem for 1000 years was that Solomon's wisdom and Israel’s Torah would teach the nations how to live 
before the face of God. . 

Revelation 20: 1 ff. Then / saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding a great chain. And he seized the 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him 
into the pit, and shut it, and sealed it over him, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand 
years were ended. After that he must be loosed for a little while. 


David's Covenant in Jerusalem for 1000 years restrained Satan from (a) deceiving / (b) conquering the nations. 
Corsini argues that After that he must be loosed for a little while refers to Satan being released in Jesus' own 
apostate generation so that he could perform the ultimate apostasy, the ultimate iniquity, crucifying the Lord of 
Lords, thus ushering in the new_• 

Revelation 20:4-6 Then I saw thrones and I saw seated on them those to whom judgment was committed. Also 
1 saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of God, and who 
would not worship the beast or its image, and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They 
came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thou¬ 
sand years had ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who shares in the first resurrec¬ 
tion. Over such the second death has no power. But they shall be priests of God and Christ, and they shall 
reign with him a thousand years. __ 
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Verses 1-3 show Old Jerusalem established as God's earthly kingdom to teach all the nations and to bind Satan. 
This will be done through David, but the Davidic monarchy became corrupted. God destroys Jerusalem and the 
Temple (a) permanently / (b) temporarily , because of His oath. God meant a divine kingdom forever in heav¬ 
enly Jerusalem, established through the God-Man who comes from God and the house of_. 

/ shall he his father, he shall be my son is fulfilled (a) eternally / fb) symbolically . In 586, Babylon burned 
Jerusalem down, destroyed the Temple, and, for 70 years, just as Jeremiah had warned, Jerusalem was captive 
and laid waste. 


The Two Divisions of the Davidic Covenant 

First 500 Years 

Second 500 Years 

monarchy and kings 

priests and prophets 

(a) political Dower / (b) spiritual authoritv 


(a) martvrdom / (b) political conquest. 

(a) martvrdom / fb) political conquest 


Daniel was captured, taken prisoner by Nebuchadnezzar in Jerusalem, and carried off into Babylon, along with 
several of his friends. This begins a new period in the Davidic Covenant, a time of great suffering. But it was 
actually a time when God's word went out to the nations fa) more / (b) less effectively than in the first 500 years. 
After 70 years of Babylonian captivity, the Persian ruler who conquered Babylon allowed the Jews to go back 
to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple, but not the monarchy. Judaism is born when the inhabitants of Judah return 
to Jerusalem, around_BC, rebuilding the city, the walls and the Temple under Ezra and Nehemiah. 


Haggai 2:6 ff. Yet now take courage, O Zerrubbabel, says the Lord; take courage, O Joshua, son ofJeltozadak, 
the high priest; take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for l am with you, says the Lord 
of hosts, according to the promise that I made you when you came out of Egypt. [9] The latter splendor of this 
house shall be greater than the former, says the Lord of hosts. 


The Lord promised the second Temple would be (a) more splendid than / (b) equal to the first one. Other 
prophets repeat the same theme. This was true fa) spiritually / (b) physically . Solomon built out of the abun¬ 
dance of his-. The poor people built out of the abundance of their_,_, and 

-. The first Temple was built by a king; the second temple was built by (a) ordinary men / fb) priests . 

The second period of 500 years begins with the restoration of Jerusalem and the rebuilding of the second tem¬ 
ple and lasts until about 20 BC. The temple is rebuilt a third time, by Herod, laying claim to Jerusalem. Herod 
was creating a Temple for (a) himself / (b) the Jews , even though he was not a Jew, but an Edomite. In 20 BC, 
the "little season" when Satan is loosed begins. 


Revelation 20:4-6 Then I saw thrones and I saw seated on them those to whom judgment was committed. Also 
I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus and for the word of God, and who 
would not worship the beast or its image, and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They 
came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thou¬ 
sand years had ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is he who shares in the first resurrec¬ 
tion. Over such the second death has no power. But they shall be priests of God and Christ, and they shall 
reign with him a thousand years. 


The cross reference here is Daniel 7, the famous Son of Man vision... Daniel 7: 9, 22, 27 

Daniel sees a vision of how the Gentile beasts will be overcome by the Son of Man and the saints of the most 

high who only overcome the beasts through their fa) suffering / fb) conquest by war. 
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Daniel 7:9 As I looked, thrones were placed and one that was ancient of days took his seat. His raiment was 
white as snow, and the hair on his head was like pure wool.... [22] As I looked this horn made war with the 
saints, and prevailed over them until the ancient of days came and judgment was given for the saints of the Most 
High, and the time came when the saints received the kingdom.... [27] And the kingdom and the dominion and 
the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven shall he given to the people of the saints of the Most High; 
their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall ser\’e and obey them. _ 


Instead of teaching the nations, Jerusalem became like the nations, so God punished them by sending them to 
the nations. Through their captivity and suffering, Israelites learned (a) their sin / (b) righteousness. 


Book of Daniel 

Daniel 1 - Daniel refuses to eat the food of Nebuchadnezzar. 

Daniel 2 - Daniel interprets Nebuchadnezzar's dream. 

Nebuchadnezzar says that Daniel's God is the God ot gods. 

Daniel 3 - Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refuse to worship Nebuchadnezzar's image 
Suffering for the truth, they are thrown into a fiery furnace. 

A fourth figure in the furnace appears. 

Nebuchadnezzar issues a written decree that the God of Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, the God of Israel, is the God of gods. 


What the kings should have been teaching the nations in the first 500 years, prophets like Daniel, through 
fat their suffering / (b) prophecy , teach the nations and rulers like Nebuchadnezzar. 

Also I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their testimony to Jesus is a reference to-the 

_. The verb "to behead" is only used in reference to him in the New Testament. Who would not 

worship the beast or its image refers to Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. 

Revelation 20: In the thousand-year covenant, during the first 500 years the Davidic dynasty was supposed to 
release God's truth to the nations. The kings did not obey the covenant, and the nations destroyed the dynasty. 
The second half of the 1000 years, the second 500 years. God's people taught the nations through (a) their su . fi 
fering / (b) prophecy . 

Babylonian captivity initiates a new phase of Jewish religious observance. Until then, Jews thought God blessed 
them by giving earthly, material blessings. In suffering and martyrdom, they recognize that only heavenly 
Jerusalem" spiritual blessing is true reward. The second half of the millennium is a period of priestly and 
prophetic suffering and is (a) more / tb) less effective than the first half. Though never translated into any lan¬ 
guage other than fat Hebrew / (ht Greek until the second 500-year period, after captivity, in Alexandria, 70 rab¬ 
bis translated the Septuagint, the Old Testament, into (a) Latin / (b) Greek, so that all people could read God's 
word in their own language. The millennium of the earthly Jerusalem prepares all people for the Kingdom of 
God in the New Jerusalem. 

They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years refers to the faithful people in the Old Testament 
who suffered and died for their testimony to the coming (a) Covenant / (b) Christ. They did not have to go down 
to Sheol, Hades. Like Elijah, they went straight to heaven and reigned with the Christ who was to come, in some 
manner, having a priestly ministry of (at sacrific e / (b) intercession. Blessed and holy is he who shares in the 
first resurrection refers to the resurrection of these souls of the Old Testament martyrs who went straight to heav¬ 
en where they are enthroned, ruling and praying as priests. 
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Hebrews 11: 32 ff. And what more shall l say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, 
received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won 
strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others 
suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, 
they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of 
whom the world was not worthy - wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had foreseen 
something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect. [12:1] Therefore, since we are sur¬ 
rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us. 


A better life is better translated from the Greek as "a better_In the Old Testament, the 

dead could be returned as Elijah and Elisha raised them from the dead. Or, the Old Testament saints could 
receive another and better resurrection if they, in loyal adherence to the Jewish faith, endured a martyr's death. 
The cloud of witnesses Paul cites in Hebrews are the priestly witnesses in heaven cheering on the earthly 
Christians, ones from the Old Testament who suffered and were martyred for the faith during the second 500 
years of the millennium before Christ's birth. The suffering referred to is "redemptive" suffering because they 
participated in the nature of the law of the (a) Old / fb) New Covenant, and shared in the reign of the New 
Covenant. 


Hebrews 11:13 ff. These all died in faith, not having received what was promised, but having seen it and greet¬ 
ed it from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For people who 
speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which 
they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, 
a heavenly one. [ 16] Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 


Hebrews 13:14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city which is to come. 


These all died in faith [Hebrews 11:13] refers to the (a) Old / (b) New Testament saints. The city which is to 
come [Hebrews 11:14] is the heavenly or real_. 


Revelation 20:7 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be loosed from his prison and will come 
out to deceive the nations which are at the four corners of the earth, that is, Gog and Magog, to gather them 
for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. 


And when the thousand years refers to the end of the second 500 years and the time when fa) Herod / (hi Satan 
and his demonic group of people assume control of the Temple in Jerusalem. Gog was the prince of the land of 
Gog, or Magog. 


Background for the Battle of Gov and Maeoe in Ezekiel 

Ezekiel 34:23 And I will set over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 
them and be their shepherd. 
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Ezekiel 34 is devoted to revealing that the Lord Himself will be shepherd of His flock, Israel, through the son of 


Ezekiel 35:1 ff. The word of the Lord came to me: "Son of Man, set your face against Mount Seir, and proph¬ 
esy against it, and say to it. Thus says the Lord God: Behold I am against you, Mount Seir, and I will stretch 
out my hand against you and I will make you a desolation and a waste. _ 


Ezekiel 35 is a prophecy against Mount Seir or the people of Edom. When Jesus came, His arch opponent was 
Herod, an_, 

Ezekiel 37:3 And he said to me, "Son of man, can these hones live?" And / answered, "O Lord God, thou 
knowest." 


Ezekiel 37 describes how the valley of dry bones, Israel, will be raised to a whole new life. 

Ezekiel 38:1 ff. The word of the Lord came to me: "Son of man, set your face toward Gog, of the land of 
Magog, the chief prince of Me she ch and Tubal, and prophesy against him and say, Thus says the Lord God: 
Behold, I am against you, _ 


Application to Revelation 20 

John takes the same sequence as Ezekiel to explain the Battle of Gog and Magog. The battle has the same mean¬ 
ing in Revelation 20 that it has in Ezekiel. Jesus comes, Herod opposes Him, Jesus conquers and pours out the 
Spirit upon His people, giving them new hearts, spiritually resurrecting the valley of dry bones, which was Old 
Testament Israel, making them into His New Covenant people. There is an incredible war between the New 
Covenant people who have the new Spirit and new heart and the Old Covenant people who sided with Herod 
and oppose Jesus, and now oppose the people who have the New Covenant. This is the spiritual battle of Gog 
and Magog. 

Revelation 20:8 ff. ...to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they marched up 
over the broad earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city; but fire came down from heav¬ 
en and consumed them, and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone 
where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. 


Between 30 and 70 AD, the Romans are deceived by the Jews and form an unholy alliance against the 

_, unleashing an unholy war against the saints. In Exodus 29 and Leviticus 26, Israelites are 

called a camp - during the 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, after exodus from Egypt, before entering the 
Promised Land. So the camp of the saints corresponds to the exodus and the wilderness generation between 30 
AD and 70 AD when the Romans and the Jews together persecute the-• 

The result is fire came down from heaven and consumed them [Rome and Jerusalem]. This is prefigured in the 

Old Testament as well. In Genesis 18 and 19-and-are destroyed by fire and 

brimstone from heaven. Fire, brimstone, and a lake are all there at the bottom of the Dead Sea. It was known 

for salt, and Lot's wife becomes a pillar of salt. _is the image of what happens to Jerusalem for 

opposing the people of God between 30 and 70 AD. 
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New Jerusalem is (1) completely, in heaven, and (2) sacramentally, on earth. The Millennium's (a) literal / (hi 
symbolic meaning was the duration of the Davidic Kingdom during the Old Testament. Its (a) literal / (hi svm- 
bohc meaning is the Church Age, now 2000 years old. Its complete reality is heaven, the New Jerusalem in new 
heavens and new earth. Revelation 20:11-15 will blur these images of reality in the New Covenant here and now 
with the reality at the end of time [all history]. 


Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his presence earth and 
sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were 
judged by what was written in the books, by what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead in it. Death 
and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all were judged by what they had done. Then death and Hades were 
thrown into the take of fire. This is the second death, the lake offire; and if any one's name was not found writ¬ 
ten in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 


The destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple prefigures destruction of the cosmos at the end of history. John's 
vision has images from the first century and the end of history. Destruction of the Temple foreshadows the end 
of Creation. 
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Discussion Questions for Tape Ten 

1. St. Athanasius says that prophets and visions ceased for Israel when Christ came. If this is so, how is it that 
the Church "prophesies?" 


2. In what sense can it be said that Moses presented the Old Covenant to the Jews and John the Baptist present¬ 
ed the New Covenant to the Jews? (Compare Moses to John the Baptist.) 
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3. William Hendriksen contends that there is great repetition of description of the drama of redemptive history. 
The Church says that the Kingdom of God is "here" and "not yet," referring to the completion of the kingdom at 
the end of history. What repetitions of redemptive history are going on now in your life, in recent history, in cur¬ 
rent events, etc. 


4. Explain how we can boast that in Christ we are part of the conquest of Satan and the victory over death. How 
could you present this in an attractive manner to a prospective convert to Catholicism. 


5. Professor Hahn recounts many legends from Jewish lore. Catholics traditionally have avoided legends as 
being untrue. However, how do myths support Christian spirituality? (Consider C. S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien, 
Christmas pageants about "the littlest angel" or "the little drummer boy,” etc.) 


7. "Jesus Christ, Who is the Center of history, was crucified, died, was buried, and rose from the dead, at the cen¬ 
ter of the universe to present an image of life." Explain what this statement might mean. What does it mean to 
you? 


8. Old Jerusalem was established as God's earthly kingdom with the Son of David to teach all the nations and to 
bind Satan in the Old Covenant age. The Church has the same functions in the New Covenant age. How do the 
sacraments, the councils, the papal documents do this? How important are these to the ordinary Catholic, or to 
the world? 


9. The first Temple was built by a king, the second by the priests. The third temple is the temple of our bodies 
and souls, being built by ordinary people. How do we contribute to the building of the Church as the Temple of 
God, the Kingdom of God? 
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Tape eleven - The Glory of the Catholic Church 

(Chapter 20-22) 

Revelation 20:1-10 corresponds in some manner to the (a) First Century / (b> the Parousia . 

The destruction of the Temple in 70 AD and the 1000-year period known as the Millennium point to (a~) a future 
gf . 4 of peace / (b) a past period c oncluding the Old Testament . Earthly Jerusalem served as a prototype of the 
Kingdom of God, the real kingdom of heaven that Christ established with the New Covenant. 


International Standard Bible Encyclopedia , 2nd Edition, Volume I, an article "The Theology of the City" 

The Millennium that followed the period of David and Solomon was filled with the drama of Israel's aposta¬ 
sy and revival. Jerusalem was sacked, its Temple destroyed and its people carried away captive to Babylon, 
only to be rebuilt later under God's leadership. Finally, Jerusalem’s status as a holy city was ended with the 
arrival, crucifixion, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem. The earth¬ 
ly temple is destroyed and replaced by the Body of Christ as the resurrected Temple of God. (John 2:19, 1 Peter 
2) Jesus death and resurrection are the de-sacralization of the earthly Jerusalem and the sacralization of the 
People of God. Yet that is by no means the end of the city. The coming eschatological reality is described in 
terms of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21. In this city, there is no temple, for its temple is the Lord God the 
Almighty and the Lamb. Babylon has been destroyed completely, all things are new, and the New Jerusalem is 
all in all. The old Jerusalem then takes its place in history as a witness and pointer to the new." 


Revelation 20:11-15 contains th e Great White Throne Judgment. 

Revelation 20:11 Then / saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it. From his presence earth and sky 
fled away. No place was found for them. And / saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne and 
the books were opened. Also, another book was opened which was the book of life. And the dead were judged 
by what was written in the books, by what they had done. 


In this prophecy, the eternal breaks into the historical, the end of time breaking into what happened in histori¬ 
cal time. This is referred to as the Principle of Compenetration. Fr. Cuthbert Lattey, a Jesuit, in a commentary 
on the Book of Daniel, wrote (p.106) a description of the principle of compenetration: Prophets describe an 
event that is imminent in terms that transcend the event that is about to happen because the event that is about 
to happen preligures events that will occur at the end of time. So, as the prophet describes the events that are 
about to happen, he uses terms that are drawn from the end of time because the event he’s describing or pre¬ 
dicting prefigures the end of time. Fr. Lattey quotes St. Thomas on St. Jerome. "St. Thomas puts more clear¬ 
ly what appears to be in St. Jerome's mind when he writes in his preface to his commentary on the Psalms, 
'Prophecies are sometimes uttered about things which existed at the time in question, but are not uttered pri¬ 
marily with reference to them, but insofar as they are a figure of things to come. And, therefore, the Holy Ghost 
has provided, that when such prophecies are uttered, some details should be inserted which go beyond the actu¬ 
al thing done so that the mind may be raised to the thing signified." 

The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD prefigures or signifies the end of the world. Thus Israel's history in the 

Old Testament is a prototype of the history of every_, which subsequently are to receive the 

Word of God, the Gospel of Christ, in this New Testament Age. So, Israel's conversion, renewal, subsequent 
lapse and apostasy, and eventual judgment and destruction - all of that foreshadows what happens to Germany, 
to Russia, to Ephesus, to the United States of America and to every nation which hears the Gospel and responds 
(a) partially / (b) completely . 
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A prophecy in Revelation that describes God's judgment of Old Testament Jerusalem contains many elements 
that point beyond that single fulfillment of itself. The Great White Throne Judgment predicts the End of the 
Ages. All of the dead, at the end of the New Testament Age. are called before the Throne of (a) the Holy Spi rit 

/ (bl Christ . A sudden movement takes place from the middle of history to the-of history. The 

destruction of Jerusalem becomes more than a political event prophesied in Revelation. It becomes a theologi¬ 
cal pattern prefiguring the_of the_, God's judgment upon (a) Rome / (b) Israel .prefigures 

the judgment of God upon every nation. 

So, at the end of the New Testament Age, after the nations have been converted, after the Jewish people have 
returned to fa! Jerusalem / (hi Christ , and after the nations have again lapsed into apostasy and sin, Christ comes 
to bring final judgment. All transitory elements fall away. The books open; every thought, word, and deed is 
revealed before all the world to Christ, the Judge of the living and the dead. His judgment will be absolute in 
holiness and justice at the end of time. 

Revelation 20:12 ff. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, by what they had done. And 
the sea gave up the dead in it [verse 13]. Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all were judged by 
what they had done. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire; this is the second death, the Lake 
of Fire. And if anyone's name was not found written in the Book of Life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 


The first resurrection is the experience of martyrs who undergo the first death in time (history), in a holy man¬ 
ner, and they experience the first resurrection. People who undergo the first death in an unholy manner do not 
experience the first resurrection, do not come to life until the second resurrection. The second lesurrection fol¬ 
lows closely upon the second death. The second death is the ultimate destruction that comes at the end of time. 
Death and Hades represent a kind of temporal expression of mortal death in history. Everlasting judgment is the 
reality of death: absolute, complete and everlasting separation from-. Hades is not Hell or eternal-. 

"Hades" is a Greek word that corresponds to the Hebrew Sheol, the shadowy underworld where saints and sin¬ 
ners go because they fa! are / (hi are not prepared at death to enter into the holy presence of God. The Latin 
equivalent is Purgatorio. At the end of Time there will be no Sheol [Hades, Purgatorio]. But there will still be 
Hell, Gehenna, the Lake of Fire. 

The theory that a good God would not damn anyone to Hell is called (a) Universalism / (b) Compassionism . It 
is a false hope. Neither is there anything in Scripture that Satan and the fallen angels will be saved, nor those 
that they have ensnared and deceived into sin. Instead, there is every reason to believe, that, if we do not preach 
the Gospel, at all times and all places, if we do not bear witness to Jesus Christ, we will face judgment. 

Revelation 21 - The Final Scene of the Apocalyptic Vision of J ohn 
Revelation 21:1 to Revelation 22:5 records this final vision. 

Actual verse numbering is not in the original manuscripts. They were added in the Middle Ages, by copyist 
monks. The Epilogue concludes in Revelation 22:6-21. The view of the New Jerusalem, described in Revelation 
21, is fa! heaven (eternity) / (b) the Church in history / (c) both. 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away and the sea 
was no more appears as though John is presenting (a) eternity / (b) prophecy. Creation has vanished and has 
been replaced by new heaven and earth which has no sea. The sea was a symbol of (a) evil / (b) confusi on in 
many Hebrew texts. It is also the source of the Gentile world powers - e.g. Daniel 7: the four Gentile powers 
are described as four beasts that come up out of the sea. So, with the (a . ) destruction / (b) . conversion of nations, 
John can speak about there being no sea. He is describing eternity and life in heaven. 
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Revelation 21:2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, fin contrast to the old Jerusalem] coming down out 
of heaven, from God, prepared as a bride for her husband. 


Hebrew writings present an earthly Jerusalem and a corresponding heavenly Jerusalem. But nowhere in any 
extant Jewish source is there any suggestion that the heavenly Jerusalem actually descends to earth. This writ¬ 
ing and the vision itself are unique. Here, for the first time in Jewish-Christian literature is the idea that heav¬ 
enly Jerusalem will descend into the space known as earth. 

,4 bride for her husband suggests the Church in the New Testament Age. for the Church is truly the Bride of 
Christ. The New Testament speaks of the New Jerusalem as corresponding to the church in this age in some 
manner. Yet, here the Church is shown as a bride adorned for her husband in splendor, i.e., holiness and right¬ 
eousness [as she would be in eternity after time has ended]. 

Comments on this point by Professor Hahn: "Every righteous deed of each soul contributes to the splendor of 
the Church now as well as in eternity [when she is presented to Christ as His Bride]... Every holy work done 
in Christ and for Christ becomes part of the Bride's splendor and ...of Christ Himself as well. We have some¬ 
thing to contribute to the glory of Christ. It is not that He is lacking in glory, but the glory which is His (in all 
its fullness) is manifest in us, and we share that [glory]. 

Revelation 21:3 And / heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold! The dwelling of God is with men. 
He will dwell with them and they shall be his people. And God Himself will be with them. 


This is the fulfillment of the (a) Emmaus / (b) Emmanuel prophecy, "God with us." God is now with us in the 
Holy Spirit. God truly dwells in the midst of His people in a way that He only promised them during the Old 
Testament. Reality now is a fulfillment of the promises then. However, fulfillment is only a foreshadowing of 
the end of time. The paradigm is: Old Testament is Promise, New Testament is Fulfillment, Eternity is 
Completion or Consummation. New Testament fulfillment is invisible, spiritual. New Jerusalem is now com¬ 
ing down from heaven, triumphant, and Christians commune with the saints in eternity in the liturgy, particular¬ 
ly in the (a) Church / (b) Eucharist . Time and_intersect. 


Revelation 21:4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more. Neither shall there 
be mourning nor crying, nor pain any more. For the former things have passed away. 


This sounds like eternity, not time. In 1 Corinthians 15: Death is swallowed up in victory. Oh death, where is 
thy victory? Oh death, where is thy sting? The sting of death is sin, and the power of death is the Law. But, 
thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Paul is speaking of a victory (a) in 
th e future / (b) already in our possession . In a (a) physical / (b) spiritual sense, Christians now share in heaven¬ 
ly glory, in Christ's divine authority. The New Covenant is already vanquishing anything of natural death. 
Because of this, the early martyrs were eager to encounter martyrdom. Death was a simple passageway into the 
glory which was already theirs sacramentally, already possessed by faith. 


Revelation 21:5 And he who sat upon the throne said, "Behold! I make all things new. 
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Christ renews all things in (a) eternity / (b) historica l time / (c) both. The Greek tense here is (a) past / (b) pres ¬ 
ent tense. 2 Corinthians 5:16 "... Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, behold, he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away, behold, the new has come. All this is from God who through Christ has reconciled us to himself 
and gave us the ministry of reconciliation." And the completion of the renewal of the universe is waiting at the 
end of time. This is what is meant by the compenetration of eternity into time and history. 

Revelation 21: Also he said, "Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true," and he said to me, "It is 
done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end." 


Professor Hahn on the Aloha and the Omega: Jesus Christ, the Word, gives to his prophets a prophetic word 
that describes the alpha - the beginning of the new covenant, in terms of the omega - the end of the new 
covenant. Because for Christ, it is all one, eternal, continual, simultaneous moment. In Christ's own divine 
wisdom, he sees the beginning from the end, and the ending from the beginning. A thousand years are but a 
day, and a day is a thousand years. From Christ's perspective, everything is completed. So why do we have to 
struggle on earth? To enter into the already achieved victory. As we enter time with birth, we enter eternity 
with death. Each is achieved in time (for each of us as we live our individual lifetimes). The victory is already 
won; we are simply participating in it by our particular battles and spiritual struggles. "It's just a matter ol time. 
The outcome is assured. This injects us with a kind of confidence and hope and optimism that should sultuse 
Catholic missionary outreach and evangelization._ 


Revelation 21:6 To the thirsty, I will give water from the fountain of life without payment. 


According to Professor Hahn this is more (a) temporal / (h) eternal , reminiscent of John 4, where Jesus speaks 
to the woman at the well, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 'Give me a drink,' you 
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water. [13] Everyone who drinks of this water will 
thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him, will never thirst. The water that I shall give 
him shall become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." In John 7: 37-39, Jesus says something 
that was true then and will be more true at the end of time. On the last day of the feast oj tabernacles, the gieat, 
Jesus stood up, and proclaimed, 'if anyone thirsts, let him come to Me, and let him who believes in me drink, as 
the scripture has said, out of his heart shall flow 'rivers of living water.' Now this he said about the spirit, which 
those who had believed in him were to receive, for as yet the spirit had not yet been given. The last day points 
to the last day of the Feast in time, and to the last day of (a) history / (b) the Church. The Spirit is dispensed and 
the water given when [John 19] Jesus' side is pierced, and the blood and the water flow from his side, symbol¬ 
izing the gift of the_, Who is the power of the New Covenant. This water is 

experienced (at physically / (b) sacramentally in the temporal church and again in the eternal life at the end of 
time. Consummation is yet to come. 


Revelation 21:7 "He who concpiers shall have this heritage. I will be his God, and he shall be my son. 


God is speaking to each and every individual. John usually uses a word which means child. But at the end of 
time, Christians will be given the maturity of sons and daughters, sharing the glory ot the Beloved Son, Christ. 
The language is drawn from 2 Samuel 7:14, where the promise and covenant God makes with David refer to the 
son of David. Here this language is applied not only to Christ, the Son of David, but also to all (a) Jews / (b) 
Christians . 
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Revelation 21:9 Then came one of the angels who had the seven bowls fid I of the seven last plagues and spoke 
to me, saying "Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb." And in the spirit he carried me away 
to a great high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 


John sees the Bride, the wife ot the Lamb, the New Jerusalem, the heavenly and holy city, coming down out of 

heaven while he is having the vision in the first century. However, John sees during that vision the_ 

breaking into the temporal. In a temporal perspective, we can only discern the eternal realities of the New 
Covenant with the eyes of_, in the spirit, empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

John uses this phrase 'in the spirit’ one other time in Revelation 1:10, / was in the spirit on the Lord's day. This 
phrase according to Leonard Thompson (Journal of Religion, 1969) is "...surely a reference to the first day of 
the week, the day the Christians gathered together for worship and breaking of bread ...". Thompson insists that 
the Lord s Day is both (1) liturgical and (2) eschatological. The Day of the Lord is experienced each Sunday in 
liturgy, but this is also a prefiguring of (a) cataclysm /(b) the last day , at the end of time. 


1 Corinthians 11:27 ff. Whoever then eats the bread and drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner 
will be guilty oj profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a man examine himself, and so eat of the bread 
and drink of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body, eats and drinks judgment 
upon himself. That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged ourselves truly, 
we should not be judged. 


The word for examine is "judge," in Greek_, meaning that one puts oneself in judgment 

when we come to the Eucharist. So, on the Lord's Day, Christians receive, in time, what everybody will receive 
at (a) death / (b) the end of time . 


Transubstantiation describes what occurs when, during the Mass, the priest pronounces the words of 

-Dr. Hahn notes that the word parousia in Greek means (a) the coming / (b) the 

presence of the Lord. There is a proleptic parousia at each transubstantiation. The Lamb enthroned calls all 
Christians into the glorious Temple of the new Jerusalem in the holy communion (common union with Christ) 

of the saints, to join with the Bride (the_) in nuptial union with Christ. If entered in sin, it 

presents us with a foretaste of the last_ 


Revelation 21:10-14 And in the Spirit, he carried me away to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy 
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare 
jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, 
and on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed; on the east three gates, on 
the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall of the city had twelve 
foundations, and on them the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 


The new Jerusalem corresponds to the (a) old Jerusalem / (b) Israel . Israel in the Old Testament and the Church 
in the New Testament are (a) the same / (b) different entities. In spite of dissimilarity and discontinuity, the 

Church is-now. Pope Pius XII says we are "spiritually all (a) Semites / (b) Christians . Our 

[Christian] family history is written in the (a) Old / (b) New Testament. All the Gentiles are the scattered descen¬ 
dants ot the sons of-, who at some point in the past belonged to the covenant family of Yahweh. 
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Fr. Eugene Fisher, at one time the head of the U.S. Catholic Conference Commission on Jewish-Catholic 
Dialogue, said that for Jews to refuse to convert to Christianity (accepting Christ as the Messiah) is actually bear¬ 
ing "faithful and heroic witness to the Jewish Covenant." This is (a) truth / (b) heresy. Christianity and Judaism 
are organically unified. 


Revelation 21:15-21 And he who talked to me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates 
and walls. The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its breadth; and he measured he city with his rod. 
Twelve thousand stadia, its length and breadth and height are equal. He also measured its wall, a hundred and 
forty-four cubits by a man's measure, that is, an angel's. The wall was built of jasper, while the city’ was pure 
gold, clear as glass. The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every’jewel; the first was jasper, 
the second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth cornelian, the seventh chryso¬ 
lite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the 
twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pine 
gold, transparent as glass. _ 


Twelve thousand stadia equal about (a) 12.000/(b) 1500 miles. This language describing the city is (a) litera l 
/ (b) symbolic . It is intended to present the glory and splendor, using imagery drawn from (a) John's vision / (h) 
Old Testament . The city appears to be a large (a) rectangu lar / (b) square box. This shape is a clue as to the 
significance of the new Jerusalem, the bride of the Lamb, being described. In the Old Covenant, the shape is 

used to build the_of_, the inner shrine, where God dwelt. In Revelation 11, when 

John was given a rod to measure, he was told to distinguish between the-court and the inner 

shrine. The interpretation of this new measuring in Revelation 21 is that the partitions, curtains, the division of 
the old_are now meaningless. Instead there is now intimate (a) spiritual / (b) face to face fel¬ 

lowship with Christ. This is available in the sacrament of (a) Holy Eucharist / (b) Holy Orders , and through the 
Holy Spirit. There is a New Testament allusion to demonstrate and explain this as it refers to the Church in the 
New Testament Age. Paul explains the mystery of Christ in Ephesians 3. 


Ephesians 3:1 ff. For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles - assuming that 
you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made 
known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this you can perceive my insight into the 
mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now be revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is, how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same 
body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel. [8] To me, though I am the very’ least 
of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make 
all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; that through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heaven¬ 
ly places. This was according to the eternal purpose which he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord....[ 14] For 
this reason l bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named, that 
according to the riches of his glory’ he may grant you to be strengthened with might through his Spirit in the 
inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may have power to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to 
know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. _ 


The mystery of Christ, Paul teaches, as does the Church, is that in Christ God reunites the Gentiles and the 

_to form a world-wide faf family / (b) religion . The mystery of Christ is (a) just the Gospel / (b) mo re 

than the Gospel . The_is one of the most important doctrines of Pauline theology. 
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There are many scholars who now believe that Paul was not the author of Ephesians. The argument is that Paul's 
early writings have as central the doctrine of (a) justification / (b) the papacy , while Ephesians has as central {a} 
the priesthood / (b) the Church . This is misinterpretation. What Paul is saying in Ephesians is that the wisdom 
of Christ is dispensed through_to the angels. 

A better translation of every family is the_family. The family of God in heaven and on earth is 

the -• Paul wants us to comprehend the mystery of Christ with all the saints, the plan of God 

from the ages; so he describes this family of God as "breadth, length, height, depth" or the_, the one 

body consisting of Jews and Gentiles. He chooses these four words because these terms are from the descrip¬ 
tion of the cube, all of them equal, the center of the Temple, the_of_, the inner shrine. 

The Holy Place in the Temple's outer court used silver and bronze, but in the Holy of Holies, everything was 

matle of -[Hebrews 9:1] because they prefigure (a) the Christ / (b) heaven , a cube, a city, made 

°* P ure -• The twelve precious stones mentioned are ones from the Old Testament worn by 

the (a) high priest / (b) king on his breastplate whenever he went in to the Holy of Holies to ask divine mercy 
for Israel and her sins on the Day of Atonement. 


Revelation 21:22-27 And / saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty’ and the Lamb. 
And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine upon it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the 
Lamb. By its light shall the nations walk; and the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it, and its gates 
shall never be shut by day - and there shall be no night there; they shall bring into it the glory and the honor 
°f { h e nations. But nothing unclean shall enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only 
those who are written in the Lamb's book of life. 


The word used for temple means "inner shrine" and not just Temple, the same word used in Revelation 11. 

Verse 27 can be understood only in terms of eternity, the last day of history or time. If everything unclean has 
been burned up in the old Jerusalem who was destroyed in the lake of fire, then how can there be anything left 
unclean? 

the kings of the earth shall bring their glory into it refers back to Isaiah 60 and its primary reference is to the 
New -• Isaiah addresses _with the familiar you. 


Isaiah 60:1 ff. Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory’ of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold, 
darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the people; but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory 
will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. Lift up 
your eyes round about and see, they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far, and 
your daughters shall be carried in the arms. Then you shall see and be radiant, your heart shall thrill and 
rejoice; because of the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
...bringing] gold and frankincense [10] Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister 
to you; for in my wrath I smote you, but I my favor I have had mercy on you. Your gates shall be open contin¬ 
ually; day and night they shall not be shut; that men may bring to you the wealth of the nations, with their kings 
led in procession. For the nation and kingdom that will not ser\’e you shall perish; those nations shall be utter¬ 
ly laid waste. 
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All of the prophecies of the Old Testament concerning Jerusalem are fulfilled in the--> 

founded by Christ. His statement of rebuilding the Temple in 3 days refers to His Body, not some later cathe¬ 
dral built by human hands. No building could ever supplant the reality of the-that is Christ's 

resurrected body. The temple is best defined as a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. In the New Covenant, 
"temple" moves from the physical to the (at institutional / (b) spiritual , to the sacramental Church. From the real 
to the (at more / (bl less real in the New Jerusalem. 

The Old_that is rebuilt in the prophecies of the Old Testament is the Body of Christ which 

was rebuilt in three days. And the Bride of Christ is the_Body of Christ, the new Jerusalem, 

the new Temple. 

Old Testament Jews (at could / (bt could not be expected to understand this symbolism because of the prophets 
who came to them. Revelation 21 describes all the realities in (a) eternal / (b) temporal / (c) b oth kinds of sym¬ 
bolism. This is training to live by_, Isaiah 65:17 ff. provides a source for John's choice of 

words and images, which are (at temporal / (b) eternal / (c) b oth. 

Isaiah 65:17 ff. For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remem¬ 
bered or come into mind. But be glad and rejoice for ever in that which I create; for behold I create Jerusalem 
a rejoicing and her people a joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard 
in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few 
days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the child shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a 
hundred years old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and 
eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; ... [231 They shall 
not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the Lord. Before 
they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all 
my holy mountain, says the Lord. _ 


This description is a good example of St. Thomas' and St. Jerome's dictum: in scripture, temporal realities are 

described in terms that borrow from_realities. Temporal realities are signs that point to greater 

realities in the future. 

Revelation 22:1 Then he showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne oj 
God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also on either side of the river, the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 


The tree of life growing on each side of the river is a single tree, yet on both sides of the river. This should be 

interpreted with sacramental literalism. Early Church Fathers wrote that the sacrament of-is the 

water of life , and the tree of life is the sacrament of _-.»(he antidote to mortality. 

Ezekiel 38 and 39 describe the battle of Gog and-• 

Ezekiel 40 Messiah comes, conquers; the Lord renews, rebuilds Jerusalem and the-. 

Ezekiel 43_of the Lord enters the Temple. 

Ezekiel 47_of Life flows out of the Temple toward all the nations. 
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Ezekiel 47:9 ff. And wherever the river goes, every living creature which swarms will live, and there will be 
very many fish; for this water goes there, that the waters of the sea may become fresh; so everything will live 
where the river goes. 


Ezekiel is not saying that all waters will be fresh waters and all the seas will no longer be salt water. He is say¬ 
ing symbolically that wherever there is anything that takes away from life, the Messiah,_, will 

overcome it. 


Professor Hahn's commentary 

"When Jesus said. If any man is thirst}’, let him come to me and drink, as the scripture says, 'out of his belly 
shall flow a river of living water. .. .Where do the scriptures say [this]? Scripture scholars are baffled because 
there is no scripture that says out of his belly shall flow a river of living water. The only scripture that can pro¬ 
duce [this picture] is there in Ezekiel 47. But the water, the river of life, the river of living water does not come 
from a belly in Ezekiel 47....[but] from the middle of the Temple. Now why would Jesus say, as the scriptures 
say, 'out of his belly shall flow a river of living water"! Because He is the Temple, the new Temple, and out of 
the crucified and resurrected Temple the living water flowed from His belly, and always will flow, bringing light 
to the nations as it brought baptismal regeneration to us. That's Ezekiel's vision; that's John's interpretation of 
it. That’s the reality of the river of life ; it’s the baptismal regeneration that belonged to the Church and all of us 
as sons of God. And the Eucharist is that tree of life , which we eat and we will never die." 


Epilogue of Revelation 


Revelation 22:6 ff. And he said to me, "These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the 
spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place. And behold I am 
coming soon." 


This restatement emphasizes again that there is an imminent and temporal reference for these prophecies in 
John's lifetime (first century). It does not eliminate the future eschatological fulfillment at the end of time. 
Neither does it rule out the possibility of its fulfillment in a real, temporal way in the world of (a) the Middle 
Age s Church / (b) our own present dav . Political powers joined to apostates (false religion) are fulfillments of 
the harlot and the beast" in any historical time. Accepting all these possible interpretations is what Catholics 
call the "both-and." 

In Revelation, scripture records the last words of Christ (a) before / (h) after His suffering, death and resurrec¬ 
tion. His words were fulfilled in 70 AD and will be fulfilled at the end of history; however, His words also apply 
to today. He is coming soon. 

A Catholic system of interpreting the Book of Revelation (and all Scripture) integrates a view of reality with his¬ 
tory as sacramental. It is an incamational, sacramental Catholic vision of Revelation. 
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Some selected statements from Professor Hahn's summary 
Revelation gives us a theological vision of how to live with an eternal perspective 
See God's purpose behind every crisis 
Know with faith the certainty of God's presence in history 
Know God's active presence here and now in our own life. 

The Church is empowered to experience crisis and overcome evil in liturgy 
The primary liturgy is the Eucharistic sacrifice of the Mass 
The Lamb gives to us a share of His own triumph. 

Liturgy is the experience of the Lord's day, the final judgment, our deliverance. 

History is controlled from the altar, the throne of Christ. 

Mutually interpretive, the liturgy explains the Apocalypse, and the Apocalypse explains the liturgy. 

Revelation shows the radical sources of sin, principalities and powers to be conquered by Christ. 

Revelation calls us to witness Christ's life and suffering love, giving testimony (martoria). 
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Discussion Questions For Tape Eleven 

1. Old Jerusalem and the Old Covenant Temple have been destroyed. The New Jerusalem and its Temple, the 
Lord Himself, have not yet arrived. What is the symbol of the New Jerusalem today? 


2. "Israel's history in the Old Testament is the prototype of the history of every nation" says Professor Hahn. 
How would this apply to the history of the United States? 


3. Birth brings us into time and space, death brings us into eternity. Each happens in our individual lifetime. Our 
particular battles and spiritual struggles are our participation in the victory over death already won. "It's just a 
matter of time." Compare how the creed we proclaim at each Mass restates this as doctrine. 
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4. What is it that the Christian has to conquer in Revelation 21:7 "He who conquers shall have this heritage. I 
will be his God, and he shall be my son "? 


5. In a temporal perspective, the Holy Spirit empowers Christians to discern the eternal realities of the New 
Covenant. How can Christians cooperate with God to increase the power of the Holy Spirit in their lives? 


6. Professor Hahn states, "There is a proleptic parousia at each transubstantiation." What might be the compar¬ 
ative future event for the proleptic of Holy Communion? 


7. World-wide family unity of humanity in Christ can sometimes seem very distant. What aids does the Scripture 
and the Church offer to help us "endure?" 


8. The word used for temple in Revelation 21 means "inner shrine," the same word used in Revelation 11. How 
do our Church buildings reflect an "inner" shrine? How can Christians build an "inner shrine" in their personal 
lives? 
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REVIEW AND STUDY AIDS 

REVEALING THE MESSIAH IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AT THE END OF TIME 

The Church Teaching about Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of the World 

The Memorial Acclamation in the Mass 
Christ has come in history - 1st Century Anno Domini - Christ has died. 

Christ has come in mystery - all ages since the Resurrection - Christ is risen. 

Christ will come in glory - 2nd Coming at the end of Time - Christ will come again. 

The Vision of John - the Apocalypse presents a historical prophecy of the significance of the transition from the 
Old Covenant to the New Covenant. The prophecy has continued significance because of the fulfillment in the 
first century. Both the Book of Revelation ( Apocalypse ) and the Fall of Jerusalem after it was written indicate 
the kind of expectation Christians may have about the End of Time, both individually and for the world itself. 

Internal Evidence for John as Author: 

1 . Imagery in John's Gospel 7:37-39 - "out of His belly shall flow rivers of living water" is found in 

Revelation, where living water comes forth from the center of the New Jerusalem, the Bride of Christ, 
the Mystical Body, the new Temple. 

2. The same sort of mystical thought is present in both John and Revelation. There are other internal 

similarities in the two books. 

External Evidence for John as Author: Early Church Fathers In 2nd, 3rd, 4th Centuries. 

1. St. Justin of the 2nd century refers to "a man named John, one of the apostles of Christ" as the author of 

Revelation. Justin Martyr was converted in Ephesus around 135 AD where John served as Bishop, 
one of the churches addressed by Christ in the seven letters in the Book of Revelation. 

2. There is a commentary on it written by St. Melito, Bishop of Sardis, and references made to it by Eusebius 

and other early writers. Sardis is another Church mentioned in the letters. St. Melito attributes the 
Book of Revelation to St. John 

Other 2nd century writers who support this same authorship include 

a. St. Irenaeus, a disciple of St. Polycarp who was a disciple of St. John. 

b. Papias also believed this to be St. John's work. 

3. 3rd Century: Origen of Alexandria, Tertullian 

4. 4th Century - St. Athanasius, St. Basil, St. Gregory of Nyssa. 

Motivation of John in writing Revelation, the Apocalypse - Jesus' k ing dom is not of this world. 

This is the backdrop for the Apocalypse, the record of the visions of John - 

1. Jews who reject Christ do not belong to the "Israel" of God. 

2. The People of God in the Kingdom of the true Messiah, Christ, have a spiritual connection, a spiritual 

Jewishness, a relationship in the mystical body of Christ. 

3. This bond with God is established by Faith. 

4. Only loyal subjects of Jesus are the true Israel. His Kingdom is spiritual, not ethnic! 

5. The Church of the New Covenant is not revealed in its fullness until the old Jerusalem, which was a 

prototype of the new covenant and its temple, is done away with, because it is the source of all the 
persecutions in the first generation of the Church . 

John does not record the Olivet Discourse or "little apocalypse” [Mathew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21]. John writes a 
Big Apocalypse! 


151 


The Catholic Church founded by Christ is the beginning of the Kingdom of God: 

The Kingdom is And growing into 


Here 

There 

Now 

Then 

Small 

Large 

Temporal 

Eternal 

Physical 

Spiritual 

Hidden 

Fully Revealed 


Three Issues: 

1. Is Creation a work of the Father, the Creator? 

2. Is Christ Jesus the Eternal Son of the Father, both Human and Divine in one Person? 

3. Is the Church He founded the Catholic Church, inspired by the Holy Spirit? 

Fundamentalists do not always become Catholic, they sometimes become some other kind of Protestant, they 
leave Millennialism and the Rapture, not Protestantism. Therefore it is important to know other information to 
defend the choice of Catholicism over Protestantism. Many Protestants, particularly fundamentalist Protestants 
and Evangelicals are not only unfamiliar with the Gospels, they don't read them at all. The primary part of the 
New Testament for them is the Prison Letters of Paul. The Old Testament is only Bible Stories to many of them. 

For Catholics, the Bible is "of a whole" - each part helps to explain other parts. The Story of Salvation reveals 
the Covenant of God with Creation and Humanity in particular. It is primarily the story of God's faithfulness 
and mankind's sin and repeated failure to be faithful. In spite of all failings of mankind, however, God provides 
the Redeemer in history and mystery, and promises an end to Time and Space as we know those realities in our 
lives. This end will come both at the end of our particular time and space (our individual lives) and at the end 
ol Time itself. Christ's coming fulfills the Prophecies of the Old Covenant to Israel and prophesies the eventu¬ 
al coming of the fulfillment of the New Covenant to the Church. 

What would cause conversion from any other faith to the Catholic view 

1. Our Sacramental lives lived in witness to Faith, Hope and Love of the Trinity. 

2. The teachings of Catholic Ecclesiology and Petrine Authority 

3. Our familiarity with Catholicism: Scripture and Catechism and Tradition 

Workin g for the Kingdom vs Waiting for the Rapture 

Sources of the appeal of the Rapture movement, i.e., its popularity 

1. Curiosity - to know the unknown, the future 

2. Pride - This, OUR, time will have the second coming of Christ 

3. Simplicity - apolitical, asocial, 'WE won't be here when it really gets bad." 

4. Today's Pessimism - Humanity and the world are only going to get worse until Jesus comes and 

punishes the bad and rescues the good 

5. The "Big Easy" - No CROSS. When the worst happens, the good will get out of suffering and 

death. They will be "raptured." 
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Catholic Teaching on the Second Coming of Christ: 

As Catholics, we take as our source of information from the Bible and the Catholic interpretation of these. The 
primary biblical sources are Daniel. Revelation, and the Gospel Discourses in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. 1 he 
Magisterium of the Church teaches a single second coming of Jesus as God at the end of time in history. In a 
long, run-on sentence, it goes like this: 

Jesus will return in these end times unmistakably not in a hidden manner but unexpectedly and sudden¬ 
ly at a time which only God the Father knows and any apparent delay is a result of God's Mercy because after 
the final historic battle between Good and Evil, all will be resurrected and judged and the good will have glori¬ 
fied bodies, experience no more death, and enjoy the Beatific Vision forever which should cause us to be hope¬ 
ful, and watchfully prepared and faithful in Eucharistic Celebration. (David Currie) 

_____ 

Succinct Summary of the New Covenant. 

Revelation 21:3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold! The dwelling of God is with men. 
He will dwell with them and they shall be his people. And God Himself will be with them. 

This states the meaning of God and mankind in covenant relationship. It is in the present tense: God IS with 
men. God is now present in the Holy Spirit in a way that God was NOT present in the Old Testament. However, 
now fulfillment only foreshadows something greater at the end of time. 

The Paradigm 

The Old Testament was Promise. Christ has died 

The New Testament is Fulfillment. Christ is risen 

Eternity is Completion or Consummation (Apocalypse). Christ will come agai n 

Christians experience SACRAMENTALLY in the temporal Church the life of Christ in eternity, and they expe¬ 
rience it again in the eternal life at the end of time. The Consummation of the sacramental life is yet to come. 


Transubstantiation - the name of the event that takes place when the priest pronounces the words of consecra¬ 
tion - The "Parousia" of Christ. "Parousia" in Greek does not mean (primarily) the "coming of the Lord." In 
any Greek dictionary, its primary meaning is the "presence" of the Lord. There is "proleptic' parousia every 
time the words of consecration are said. We give ourselves a foretaste of the Last Judgment. _ 


Five death/resurrection experiences: 

The Old Temple built by Solomon - rebuilt by Ezra and Nehemiah 
Jesus' Body - Risen from the dead on the third day - the "Lord's Day" 

Each of us on our death day and at the End of Time - the "Lord's Day" 

The World - How will it be transformed? 

The Church - How will it be transformed? 

A pproaching The Apocalypse - The Book of Reve lation. 

It does not contradict other Scriptures - based on Old and New Testaments 

Authorship: St. John the Apostle - internal and external evidence 

Dating: 69 AD, before the Fall of Jerusalem - internal and external evidence 

Eschatology (the study of the End of Time): determined by Ecclesiology (Church) 
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Historical Background: 

Evangelization of Asia Minor by Jews who witnessed Pentecost of Apostles 

Christian communities began probably in 53-60 AD 

Some Christians fell into heresy and poor Christian practice 

Persecution of Christianity by Rome began 

Emperor (Roman) worship increased 

Bishop St. Polycarp martyred in Smyrna 

Antipas martyred in Pergamum 

St. John grieved by events of period 

St. John himself is persecuted and in exile on Island of Patmos 

St. John knows the predictions of Jesus during His lifetime 

St. John has written a Gospel, is a Bishop, feels concern for his 'flock' 

Revelation: 

The Last Book of the Bible - The "Unveiling" of Eternity 

Liturgy of Jesus Christ in Heaven - Worship of the Trinity: Father, Son, Spirit 

Primary fulfillment: 

Judgment: against Jerusalem and the Old Covenant religion of the Jewish leaders in the First Century. 
Themes: 

Suffering patiently endured 
Kingdom seen through faith 

Messiah is Jesus who fulfills all the Old Covenant, both promise and prophecy 
Liturgy is worship of God in New Covenant through Jesus (Word and Sacrament) 

The Book of the Apocalypse: 

a theological vision of the entire panorama of history 
a vision of history's eternal and religious meaning 
this interpretation favored by most Fathers of the Church 
a description of the situation of the Church in his own time 
a survey of the panorama of the last times 
these last times have already begun 

began with entry into the world of Jesus Christ, the Son of God made man 

this interpretation agrees with John's Gospel 

John's Gospel also presents the last era of the world 

eternal life has already in some way begun 

eternal life will develop to ultimate and total fullness 

Revelation provides a special perspective on events in history 

Revelation is involved with expectation of Christ's final victory 

Revelation depicts the cosmic struggles between good and evil 

Revelation takes for granted Christ's ultimate triumph 

Exegesis of Revelation according to a number of responsible scholars must: 

1. understand it as predicting/explaining the Fall of Jerusalem - 70 AD 

2. prophesying the end of time and establishment of a new creation 

3. representing in symbolic terms the eternal significance of liturgy 
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Interpretations of the fulfillment of Revelation 

Prederist: in the past, the Church of the 1st century 
Historicist: then and now, "ages of the Church" 

Futurist: not fulfilled yet, still coming: condemned by the Catholic Church 
Idealist: describes ongoing spiritual battle of every Christian & the whole Church 
Historical-Spiritual: a combination of Idealist and actual history of 70 AD, 

The date of the destruction of Jerusalem 

Old Testament references for Revelation: Daniel, Ezekiel, 2 Samuel, Isaiah, Zechariah 
Setting and Context of the Book of Revelation: 

Almost the entire setting of the Book of Revelation is within a Temple - God s Temple. This means the action 
is within a liturgical context of worship. All the participants are worshipping. As Catholics, we should be aware 
of the meaning of history in the larger context of Creation being God's. In the heavenly temple, the angels and 
saints, who worship the Lamb, are the ones who really influence our destiny. History is determined with our 
worship, not within the context of career, war, politics, etc. 

Greek word for Revelation "apocalvpsis": 

Apocalypsis: primary meaning of the word in the 1 st century was not prophetic. 

1. It referred to the point in the seven day ceremony when the bride and the groom were linally allowed 

privacy and it was marked as the "apocalypsis" - a compound word in Greek that means the "unveiling." 
The bride takes off her veil at this moment of consummation of the union between the lover and the 
beloved in the natural order - the two becoming one flesh. John, through the Holy Spirit, uses this 
same word as introduction to Revelation , the "unveiling," the revelation ol Jesus Christ. 

2. John is telling the reader that the fundamental purpose behind Jesus' self-revelation is to enter into a bridal 

relationship with our souls. He becomes our 'groom' and we become 'His bride.’ The relationship 
resembles marriage in that it is intimate, ecstatic and fruitful. Christ is not a concept or term or distant 
god-figure. Christ as Person wants to be the best friend, the husband, the lover -friendship is 
marital union. 

3. The word also points to the later climatic point of the book: the revealing of the Bride of the Lamb. The 

Lamb and the Bride are united for eternity and we are all invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb 
where we feast forever. 

4. Book of Revelation - The Apocalypse points to the covenantal relationship of the salvation of God. Jesus 

will marry His Bride. He will be as close to us as a groom to his bride. He has not only saved us, 
he will LOVE us intimately. 

Elements of the Covenant Presented in Revelat ion 

1. The way the book begins - Revealed by the Lord Himself 

2. 'Logos' -Jesus Christ, Word of God, continues God's Covenant with Man into eternity. 

3. The Covenant is not just history, it is Past - Present - Future 

4. Covenant terms used by John, "keep" ('guard'), "grace (Hesed), peace (shalom ) 

5. Repeated symbolism that is Covenantal. 

6. Covenantal Curses 

7. There is no animal sacrifice for the violation of a sacred oath. 

8. Specific Reference to the spiritual supports in heaven and earth. 
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Destruction of Jerusalem as "covenant judgment." 

a curse for rejecting the author of the covenant 
as judgment against Jerusalem and the Old Covenant 
primary background for Apocalypse is the Old Testament 
presents Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Old Covenant. 

The "great city" compared to Sodom. Egypt and Babylon, has elements in common: all places where God's peo¬ 
ple were persecuted, enslaved and which contained immorality. Israel had to be delivered from them by God 
Himself. 

Abrahamic Covenant: Lot lived in Sodom Abraham 

Mosaic Covenant: Israel lived in Egypt Moses 

Davidic Covenant: Judah lived in Babylon JESUS 


Time indicators within the text 

Rev 1:1 ...the time is near. 

Rev 2:5 ...I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place unless you repent. Jesus speaking to the 
church at Ephesus - there is no church in Ephesus today . The Turkish authorities have outlawed public Mass 
Rev 2:16 Repent therefore. Otherwise / will come to you soon 
Rev 2:25 ...Hold fast what you have until I come. 

Rev 3:3 .../ will come like a thief 

Rev 3:11 / am coming soon. Hold fast to what you have 


Symbols and Signs in Apocalypse 

144,000 - Those in and around Jerusalem who are groaning and suffering because of the sins of the ordained 
Jewish priests, scribes and Pharisees of the Temple. The remnant faithful to Yahweh. - those who represent the 
12 tribes ot Israel (the new Israel) - representing the way in which God will draw in believing Israelites, the 
"remnant" referred to by Elijah that God spares from each of the tribes. [7:4; 14:1, 3] 

"the Abyss" - a bottomless pit, according to many well-known Jewish legends, as well as the shaft that led to 
it. Under the large Rock of the original Temple where the Holy of Holies was located, upon which the blood of 
the sacrifices was poured. It kept the devil locked away from the Davidic Kingdom, and the flood waters from 
drowning the world, among other legends. It was the location of Sheol (Hades, Purgatorio). It is Jesus who is 
this Rock of protection against Purgatory, the devil and death - the meaning behind the "stone that has been 
rejected has become the cornerstone" of the earth. This huge room-sized rock was considered the 'foundation 
stone' of creation by Jewish legend. The Temple was a microcosm of the entire creation as the ancients knew it. 
[9:2,11; 20:3] 


"Antichrist" - Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the Antichrist, he who denies 
the Father and the Son. [1 John 2:22] Antichrist is not a word in the Book of Revelation but a reference in 
John's first Epistle which condemns those who deny Christ, which, of course, includes those in the vision of the 
Apocalypse who deny Christ. Those who deny Christ in John's vision are prophetic symbols of those who will 
deny Him at the End of Time. 


"Apocalypsis" - "Revelation" - common Jewish word used in reference to a wedding: when the bride unveiled 
for her husband in privacy for the consummation of the marriage, usually the 7th day. For St. John, author of 
Revelation , the most intimate relationship possible between God and humans. The climactic point of the book 
is when the Bride of the Lamb is revealed in chapter 21. [1:1] 

Little Apocalypses: Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 21 - the curses uttered by Jesus against the Israel represented 
by Jerusalem and the Temple. 
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"Armageddon" - 'Arm' means 'mountain.' 'megiddo' means 'plain.' Points to the Plains of Megiddo and the 
Mount of Carmel. Carmel was the place where the harlot queen Jezebel's false prophets were defeated by 
Prophet Elijah. Megiddo is where Prophetess Deborah defeated the Canaanite Kings, but more importantly, it is 
the site of the greatest tragedies to befall the Jewish people: the defeat and murder of King Josiah in his prime, 
just as he was instituting reform in the kingdom. It ushered in the fall of Jerusalem in 605 BC. This becomes a 
symbol of the Son of David and King of Israel, the righteous reformer Jesus, cut down in His prime, while try¬ 
ing to reform the kingdom; thereby ensuring the captivity of the Jews, the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD. 
Jesus' being 'cut down' being conquest, war, captivity, destruction and pestilence to Israel. [16:16] 

Babylon, Egypt, Sodom - Three cities where God's people were persecuted and enslaved. The peoples of these 
cities practiced idolatry and immorality. Symbols for Old Testament Jerusalem and the Temple. 

Sodom: Lot was persecuted there: Abrahamic Covenant 
Egypt: Israel (Jacob) was enslaved there: Mosaic Covenant 

Babylon: Judah (Southern Kingdom of Israel) was enslaved there: Davidic Covenant 

[11:8; 17; 18] 

Battle of Gog and Magog - the prince of a land against the Lord and the name of his land, a symbol of the devil 
and his control over the temporal earth. [20:8; Ezk 38] 

Beast - Rome as the tool of Satan - ten horns (ten Caesars in power in Rome) - its 'mortal wound' referring to 
the rumored return from the dead of Nero, a myth after his suicide. [The 42 months of his authority, which comes 
from the dragon, corresponds to the 42 months of the Neronian persecution against the Church instigated by the 
Jews before the fall of Jerusalem.] The harlot woman is described as seated on the seven headed beast, and the 
seven heads are equated with seven mountains - the 7 hills of Rome. [11:7; 13-17; 19-20] 

"another beast...with two horns like a lamb but it spoke like a dragon" - the Herodian dynasty which oppressed 
Judea 

Bride of the Lamb - New Jerusalem, the Church, the Mystical Body of Christ [21:9] 

Candlestick - a symbol of the lights of heaven, used in Temple worship, the Menorah, the 7 branched cande¬ 
labra believed to have originated in Temple worship rites [1:12] 

"The Chain" - for oath swearing, to bind Satan and keep the lies out of the testimony [20:1] 

"Day of the Lord" or "coming of the Lord" - an event described by Old Testament prophets when "the sun 
would be darkened, and the moon and the stars would fall from the sky" (time running out) to signify the down¬ 
fall of any enemy of God's people: Babylon. Assyria. Samaria, Ninevah, any opponent to God's people. Also - 
"Sunday" or "the Day of the Lord's Resurrection" or "Judgment Day." [2 Peter 3:10] John’s vision is on the 
"Lord's Day" [1:10] 

Dragon - Satan, the devil, the ancient serpent [12:3-4; 12:7-9, 13,16-17; 13:2, 4, 11; 16:13; 20:2] 

"the faithful witness" or "the firstborn of the dead" - Jesus, the firstborn son [1:5; 3:14] 

"fall down before the Lamb" - worship acknowledging the power of God and His awesome Glory. [1:17; 5:8] 

"four horsemen" - the conquest, captivity, famine, and pestilence that Israel suffered at the destruction of 
Jerusalem in 70 AD [6:2-8] 
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Generation - considered to be 40 years in ancient times 

"Glass Sea" - the great brass Iaver that stood in the courtyard of the Temple, representing the waters of the sea 
(symbol for confusion of the Gentile peoples) [4:6; 15:21 "the sea" - symbol of confusion in ancient Jewish 
literature. Also considered the source of the Gentile world powers. The conversion of nations in Revelation 20 
results in "no sea" being evident. 

Harlot or Whore - ancient city of Jerusalem, home of the Temple, Jewish leaders particularly - tradition of call¬ 
ing idolatry adultery, whoring. [17:1-18J 

"horn" - a sign of power [13:1] 

Jewels in the vision - The jewels (Revelation 21) seen in the New Jerusalem of John's vision correspond to the 
jewels on the breastplate worn by the High Priest in Temple rites. His clothing also included a long white linen 
robe, tied with a golden sash, and the seal tied around his forehead. 

"The Keys" - to death and Hades (Sheol. Purgatorio) the place of the dead, where souls of the righteous await 
freedom when the Messiah comes, where the wicked await final damnation. These are the keys given to Peter. 
Peter as Pope will have the power to deliver those who are in Purgatory who await deliverance - the meaning 
behind the 'indulgences' of the Church. [1:18; 20:1] 

"The Lamh standing and looking as if slain" = "the Lion of the Tribe of Judah" 

Standing = ongoing, continual, perpetual, eternal 

Slain = sacrifice of the Cross is "once for all" - all people, all time, all eternity 
[5:6] 

"lampstands" - Menorah, the Jewish candelabra, a seven-branched candlestick in the Temple, seen in Zechariah 
4:2, where Christ is enthroned as John sees Him (in His Churches) in the vision of the Apocalypse. 

[2:1; 2:5; 11:4] 

Liturgy of Sunday in the Apocalypse 

Letters to the Churches - Chapters 1-3 - Liturgy of the Word 
Vision of God and worship in heaven as judgment - Chapters 4-22 

- Liturgy of the Eucharist 

- Particularly from Revelation 6 on 
Cosmic Liturgy - Creation - the Word as Scripture 
Sacrificial Liturgy - Redemption - the Word as Sacrament 

"marriage supper of the Lamb" - the Eucharist, the Mass, is a wedding feast for the follower of Christ. [19:9] 

"Millennium" - the one thousand years of the Davidic dynasty (David conquered Jerusalem in 1003 BC), all 
before the coming of Christ, although 500 years were of monarchy and the second 500 years were in captivity. 
During the Babylonian Captivity, the Hebrew Scriptures were translated into Greek and the Gentiles began to 
learn of the Covenant. The Millennium corresponds to the 1000 years before the coming of Christ. The 1000 
years in which the earthly Jerusalem served as a 'prototype' of the New Jerusalem. [20:2-3] 

"the Mystery" - Rev 7 - As the Church, WE are the mystery of Christ, the New Jerusalem, the Temple of God, 
the Holy of Holies, beholding God "face to face" in Christ Jesus (also revealed in Ephesians 3) [10:7] 


158 



"Number of the beast is 666" - reference to Solomon's fall from wisdom and faithfulness to the Covenant with 
God. This was the beginning of Jerusalem's apostasy and the beginning of the end of the Temple, both the lirst 
Temple and the second Temple. [13:18; 1 Kings 10:14] 

"Parousia" - the return of a conquering General-King to a city which has surrendered. If the city has kept its 
peace treaty and been loyal, the returning General grants citizenship to the people. If not, then he destroys the 
city. His "2nd coming" is unannounced and a surprise. In Revelation , it refers to Jesus' 2nd return to Jerusalem 
in 70 AD. Jesus' question - "Will the Son of Man find any faith on earth when He returns?" - is best understood 
in reference to the parable of the one demon who returns to the empty 'house' bringing with him seven more 
demons worse than the first. [19:11; Matthew 12:43-45] 

The Rapture - A confused view of the end of the world and the 2nd coming of Christ - The confusion comes 
from a misinterpretation of 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, which is the favorite verse on this subject. Another word 
used for the "rapture" is "Parousia" (see that reference in this list). 

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers, about those who have fallen asleep, so that you may not 
grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through Jesus, 
bring with him those who have fallen asleep. Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the 
Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come 
down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore, 
console one another with theses words. [ 1 Thess 4:13ff] 

'Clouds' are a symbol of power in the Old Testament. John's use of this symbol of 'clouds' indicates Catholic 
understanding that Christ’s 2nd coming will be in power and glory, not at all like the 1st coming in humility and 
vulnerability as the 'suffering servant." 

Rapturist beliefs: (1) Second coming will have in 2 stages; (2) Good Christians will be taken up at the 
beginning of the 7-yr tribulation; (3) Christ will not actually set foot on earth at first, so his coming won’t tech¬ 
nically be the 2nd coming; (4) the so-called "tribulation" will become very nasty and for 7 years, the world will 
be ruled by the Antichrist (see that reference in this list), who will be a real person; and (5) good Christians will 
not have to endure tribulation. None of these beliefs have evidence in Scripture and all of these beliefs have 
been condemned by the Church as heretical. (See the separate page for the beliefs of Catholicism on the Second 
Coming of Jesus Christ) 

River of Life - Baptism, sacrament that washes clean the soul [22:1] 

Tree of Life - Eucharist, sacrament that brings immortality [22:2] 

"Scroll with writing on both sides" - The 10 Commandments stones had writing on both sides. The content of 
this scroll is absolutely essential and only the Messiah is worthy to open it and read and interpret it. [5.1] 

Seal on Forehead - the golden seal bound on the head of the High Priest in the Old Temple, inscribed with 'Holy 
to the Lord.' Yet the High Priest will say, 'We have no King but Caesar' at the condemnation of the King, Jesus. 
The seal on the forehead for John indicates to whom the person 'belonged.' [7:3; 14:9; 17:5] 

"Seven" or "shevah" - the word for oath in the Jewish religion, or the number of the covenant, the day when 
God covenanted with His Creation; "to seven" was to take an oath, resulting in a bond between families, between 
husband and wife, between any two partners, asking God to witness the oath and punish the person who becomes 
unfaithful to it. Whenever one is in covenant: one is under oath, and that means also under a curse if the covenant 
is broken. "Seven trumpets" announce the "covenant curse." "Seven angels" u'ith "seven bowls" - the covenant 
curses carried out 
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"Seven Churches" - the seven Christian 'parishes' or 'dioceses', within a 50 mile radius in Asia Minor, may have 
been postal stops in the Roman Empire. The 7 churches addressed in letters from Christ; progressive decline 
from the first to the last in holiness and faithfulness. John would have known these churches well as their bish¬ 
op before his death. 

Le tters to the 7 Churches - Lectionarv to interpret the Old Testament prophecies in sequence 

Letter 1 - Ephesus - Paradise - Genesis - the covenant with Creation 

The beginning of time 

Rev 2:7 To him who conquers, I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. First Age of 
Old Testament history 

Letter 2 - Smyrna - Patriarchal Age - the Covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

Joseph was the great patriarch who was thrown in prison and tested. 

Rev 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, 
that you may be tested and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 
crown of life. 


Letter 3 - Pergamum - Wilderness - the Covenant with Moses 
Balak seduced Israel to the false god Balaam after 40 years of wandering 
Rev 2:14 But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught 
Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, that they might ...practice immorality. 

Letter 4 - Thyatira - Israelite Monarchy - the Covenant with David and Solomon 

Perverted by Jezebel in Jerusalem 

Rev 2:20 But / have this against you that you tolerate the woman Jezebel...who calls herself a prophetess and 
is ... beguiling my servants to practice immorality and ...idols. 

Letter 5 - Sardis - Prophets - Summary of w hat prophets said to Israel 

Rev 3:3 ... you have the name of being alive, but you are dead... I have not found your works peifect in the sight 
of my God ... Remember then what you received and heard; keep that, and repent. If you will not awake, I will 
come like a thief and you will not know at what hour / will come upon you. 

Letter 6 - Philadelphia - Israel's Return from Exile - Ezra/Nehemiah and the rebuilding of the Temple 

Rev 3:8 Behold l will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie... 

Letter 7 - Laodicea - Pharises of 1st Century 

The lukewarm and blind and poor who did not recognize the Messiah 
Rev 3:15 / know your works; you are neither cold nor hot... because you are lukewarm...! will spew you out 
of my mouth. [Some scholars have discovered that there were springs in Laodicea that were known for being 
lukewarm.] 
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"seven seals" - a document, a testament, of the 1st century was sealed with 6 witnesses and a testator (the per¬ 
son willing his inheritance). When the testator died, the covenant of the testament was put into effect. Only the 
testator has authority over the document, the testament and it is only valid when he dies. Then it is legally bind¬ 
ing and must be executed. The Testament of the Old Covenant is legally binding now that Christ has passed 
through death, and because of His Resurrection, only Christ, the Testator, can read the document. The faithless 
will find curses in the will, the testament, and the faithful will find blessings in the testament, the covenant. [5:1] 

"seven spirits" - the Holy Spirit, also the seven angels who have charge of protecting the seven churches to 
whom John writes. [1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6] 

"seven trumpets" - in Old Testament times, trumpets were used primarily for two functions: worship and war¬ 
fare. These were linked and not opposed in Israel’s history. An example of this is the fall of Jericho when trum¬ 
pets are sounded on the 7th day after 7 marches around the city. All was done as an act of worship in asking 
God to fight the battle of Jericho. [8:2, 6] 

"Son of Man" - Jesus calls Himself this, no one else does; from Daniel 7, points to Jesus' divinity. [1:13; 14:14] 

Twenty Four Elders - (1 Chronicles 24) The 24 elders who officiated at worship in the Temple, originated in 
the visions of Moses on Sinai [4:4,10; 5:8, 14; 11:16; 19:4] 

Two Witnesses - the Law and the Prophets, both of which testify to Jesus in Old Covenant times and in the Old 
Testament. Moses was the Lawgiver: had the power to turn water to blood and strike plagues on the earth. Elijah 
the Prophet par excellence had the power to bring about drought. Both the Law and the Prophets testify against 
Israel and the Temple as being disobedient to the covenant-oath that binds the people and its leaders, the priests, 
to God Who gave the law and sent the prophets. [11:3] 

"The Woman" - the woman of Genesis 3:15, Mary, the Church, all of these at the same time; clothed with the 
elements of heaven, Michael wars against Satan on behalf of her and her children (the Church). First called the 
"Ark of the Covenant." [12:1; Genesis 3:15; John 2:4] 

Mariologv in the image: 

1. Fullness of divine grace, symbolized by being clothed with the Light of the World, the Sun, Christ 

2. Exalted position in heaven where all the elect can see her with her crown of glory, twelve being the 

number for universality, Israel's tribes, and the Apostles. 

3. Divine motherhood of the Messiah, universal King and Son of God 

4. Spiritual motherhood of the faithful in pain at Calvary 

5. Complete exemption from all diabolical influence - her protected place in the wilderness 


Ark of the Covenant - Chest or box that God, on Mt. Sinai, ordered Moses to build. According to Exodus 25:10- 
26, it was constructed of acacia wood, overlaid outside and inside with gold, and its measurements were about 
3 % feet long by 2 'A feet high and wide. It could be carried by two acacia wood poles which were inserted in 
four golden rings attached to the four comers. A solid gold slab rested on top of the ark, and upon this slab, 
called the propitiatory, were two golden cherubim. It was kept, according to Exodus 26:33 and 40:21, in the Tent 
or Tabernacle and then later in the Holy of Holies in the Temple. It was considered the seat or presence of the 
Lord with His people. It held the stone tablets of the Law (Commandments) and a piece of the manna from the 
desert wanderings, and the rod of Aaron, the Levite, the first High Priest. It was either taken and hidden (tradi¬ 
tion says by Jeremiah) or destroyed in the destruction of the Temple in 587 BC. 
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Ezekiel and Revelation 

Ezk 1 Throne Vision Rev 1 and 4 

Ezk 2 and 3 Book opened Rev 5 

Ezk 5 Four plagues Rev 6 

Ezk 6 Those slain under altar Rev 9-11 

Ezk 7 Wrath of God Rev 6:12 to 7 

Ezk 9 Seal on Forehead Rev 7 

Ezk 9 Coals from Altar Rev 7 

Eating of the Book (Scroll) 

Measuring of Temple 

Comparison: Jerusalem to Sodom 

Cup of Wrath 

Vine of the Land 

Great Harlot 

Lament/Dirge Sung 

Scavengers' Feast 

First Resurrection 

Battle of God and Magog 

New Jerusalem 

River of Life 

Time in Scripture, particularly Revelation 

Time: Chronos: Linear Record of humans - Physical change 
Time: Kairos: the Seasons of God - Spiritual change 

The Meaning of Revelation 

Destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD represents the exhaustion of the wrath of the Old Covenant: 
the first fulfillment of the Apocalypse. 


Destruction of the Old Temple marks the Dedication of the New Temple 
In terms of our individual lives, 

the death of our temporal bodies marks the beginning of our new life in heaven with God. 

Abolition of the Old Covenant brings about the Full Institution of the New Covenant. 
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DIVISIONS OF REVELATION AND CONTENTS 


Prologue: Book and author are introduced 1:1-3 

Part I: LETTERS TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES OF ASIA 1:4 - 3:22 

Formal Address/greeting: 1:4-8 

Introduction: Christ in glory commissions John to write vision 1:9-20 
Letters to the Seven Churches: 2:1 - 3:22 

Ephesus, Smyrna. Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea 

Part II: ESCHATOLOGICAL VISIONS 4:1-22:15 

Introductory Vision: Author is taken up into heaven 4:1 - 5:14 

where he sees God in majesty 
directing the destinies of the world and the Church. 

Only Christ can reveal what those destinies are 
for only he can open the seventh seal 

First Section: Events prior to the final outcome 6:1 - 11:14 

Series of visions before the last trumpet is sounded 

Christ opens the first six seals 6:1 -17 

Great multitude of the saved 7:1 -17 

Opening of the seventh seal 8:1-6 

Sounding of the first trumpets 8:7 - 9:21 

Author is given the little scroll to eat 10:1 - 11 

Death and resurrection of the two witnesses 11:1 - 14 

Second Section: Christ's victory over evil 11:15-22:15 

Glorification of the Church 

Sounding of the seventh trumpet 11:15 - 19 

Woman fleeing from the dragon 12:1 - 17 

Beasts given authority by the dragon 13:1 - 18 

Lamb and His companions 14:1 - 5 

Proclamation and symbols of the Judgment 14:6 - 20 

Hymn of the saved 15:1 - 4 

Seven bowls of plagues 15:5 - 16:21 

Description of powers of evil 17:1 - 18 

Fall of Babylon proclaimed 18:1 - 24 

Songs of victory in heaven 19:1 - 10 

First battle 19:11 - 21 

Thousand-year reign of Christ and His people 20:1-6 

Second battle 20:7 - 10 

Last Judgment 20:11 - 15 

New world comes into being 21:1 - 22:15 

CONCLUSION 22:16 - 21 

Dialogue between Jesus and the Church 
Warnings to the reader and words of farewell 
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The Lesson of Revelation - Desire to live, suffer, and die for Christ, 

Just as Jesus the Christ, the Eternal Son did for the glory of the Eternal Father. 
In the love of the Holy Spirit, whether we live or we die, we are the Lord's. 
Living for the Faith is as good a witness to Christ as dying for the Faith. 

Every righteous deed of each soul contributes to the splendor of the Church now 
As well as in eternity when she is presented to Christ as His Bride. 

We have something to contribute to the Glory of Christ 
because His Glory is extended when He manifests His Glory in us. 

We help to dress the Bride of Christ for the wedding day and the Apocalypsis. 


A Summary of the Book of Revelation 

It is a theological vision 
... which is at root sacramental... 

Of how to live with an eternal perspective 
To see God's purpose behind every crisis and choice 
And to know with faith the certainty of God's presence in history 
And God's active presence here and now in my own life. 

His sending of struggles to make me an 'overcomer' 

His allowing of problems to experience Christ's Lordship 

And He does this with each person, each cell in the Mystical Body of Christ 
And He does this in the entire Church, for the entire Church 
So that the Church is empowered, experiencing and overcoming these crises of evil 

Most especially in the Liturgy 
The Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass 
Where the Lamb gives us a share in His Own Triumph. 

In the Liturgy 

The Old Covenant and the New Covenant are One 
Heaven and earth intersect 
Humanity is deified in Christ 
And Deity takes on Humanity 
By entering each cell of Christ's Mystical Body 
We receive the God-Man on the tongue, into our bodies and into our souls. 

In the Liturgy 

Seals are broken to bring about the judgments of God in history 
The Marriage Supper of the Lamb takes place 
We experience the Lord's Day of Judgment 

In the Liturgy [with faith], we have hope 
[which should lead us to love] 

(Concluding statement by Professor Scott Hahn) 
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Jesus will return 
Matthew 25:31 
Mark 13:26-27 
Luke 21:25-28 
Acts 1:11 
CCC: 668-677 

in these end times 

Acts 2:17-18 - 
1 Corinthians 10:11 
Hebrews 1:2 
1 John 2:18 
Revelation 1:13 
CCC 669-77, 1042 

Uninistakeably 
not in a hidden manner 
1 Thess. 4:16 
Matthew 24:27-31 

hut unexpectedly 
and suddenly 

1 Thess. 5:2-3 

2 Peter 3:10 
Luke 21:34-36 
CCC 1048 

at a time which 

only God the Father knows 

Mark 13:32 

Matt 24: 36, 42-44 

1 Thess 5:1-2 
Acts 1:7 

2 Peter 3:10 

2 Thess 2:3-12 
CCC 673 

and any apparent delay 
is a result of God's Mercy 
2 Peter 3:8-9 
Matt 24:14 
Romans 1:8 
CCC 674 

because after the final historic battle 
between Good and Evil, 

2 Thess 2:3 
1 Tim 4:1 

CCC 671-2, 675-677 


all will be resurrected 
andjudged 

1 Cor 15:12-22 
John 3:16, 36 
Matthew 25:21 

2 Thess 2:8-12 
Jude 14-16 

2 Thess 1:8-10 
Rom 10:9-13 

and the good 

will have glorified bodies 

1 Cor 15:35 ff. 

CCC 1042 

experience no more death, 

Revelation 21:4 
John 5:23-24 
CCC 1042 

which should cause us 
to be hopeful, 

Titus 2:13 
CCC 830 

and watchfully prepared 

Luke 12:35-36 

1 Cor 1:7-8 

2 Tim 3:2-5 
Col 3:1-10 

1 Thess 5:4-11 
1 Thess 5:23 

1 Peter 4:7 

2 Peter 3:10-12 
Mark 13:33-37 
1 Peter 1:13 

1 John 2:28-29 
CCC 673 

and faithful 

in Eucharistic Celebration 

(because it points to the second coming) 

1 Cor 11:26 

CCC 1107 and 1130 
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Genesis 

With the first 22 chapters of Genesis, Dr. 
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